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Editorial Notes 





Organizing for Service 


Ar a time when the question of compulsory gas tariffs 
is being so closely examined the comments of Mr. 
Harold Davies, of Chesterfield, on the operation of his 
block system of charge have added interest. He referred 
to this subject, among others, in his Presidential Address 
to the Midland Association of Gas Engineers and Mana- 
vers last week. There is plenty of competition at 
Chesterfield from electricity and more than normal com- 
petition from coal. Chesterfield is the centre of a large 
colliery district, and the work of the gas undertaking is 
not exactly rendered easier by 
“ free ”? 


the large amount of 
coal distributed to the miners and by the oppor- 
tunity afforded by the loca! pits for the purchase of cheap 
solid fuel. Moreover, the attitude taken up by the ruling 
authorities within the area of supply but outside the 
Borough of Chesterfield is that houses erected for colliery 
99 


employees receiving ** free ’? coal should not be equipped 


lor the use of gas. With an eye on the consumption per 
consumer figure and appreciating that, under such com- 
petitive conditions, a flat rate for gas would be of no 
avail in effecting development, Mr. Davies introduced a 
block system of charge in 1928, with an alternative op- 
tional two-part domestic tariff of 10s. a quarter and 5d. 
per therm for all gas consumed. The block system of 
charge is 10d. per therm for the first 10 therms per 
quarter, 7d. for the next 90, and, after this, successive 
reductions by suitable steps until all gas over 25,000 
therms a quarter costs only 38d. a therm. These 
charges are applicable to all supplies with the exception 
of central heating, where 4d. per therm is the standard 
charge, and in two other instances where the demand 
and method of supply are exceptional. 

When the block system of charge was introduced it did 
not meet with the approval of large numbers of con- 
sumers who never, individually, took any large volume 
of gas quarterly. These consumers had been paying 8d. 
a therm on the flat rate, and their business was not a 
sound financial proposition. The local Press took up 
the cudgel on their behalf, and the Gas Department has 
been continually belaboured for having dared to impose 
such a charge as 10d. a therm on the * 


su:ners—the fact that this charge is limited to the first 


poor ”’ con- 


1) therms a quarter being conveniently ignored. The 


Gas Committee, however, satisfied as to the justice of the 
scale, carried on with the scheme, and now the majority 
of the consumers, having had experience of it, have 
realized how they benefit by the new tariff, and naturally 
the undertaking’s salesmen have appreciated the oppor- 
tunity which the offer of gas at rapidly reducing prices 
as the volume used increases affords for developing sales. 

In his Address, which will be found on later pages of 
to-day’s ** JouRNAL,’’ Mr. Davies gives some idea of how 
the Chesterfield Gas Department interprets gas service. 
Though it has grown rapidly in recent years the under- 
taking is not a large one. The sales are now round about 
600 million cu.ft. a year, and 20% of this is represented 
by the demand of a single firm for gas for the heat treat- 
ment of steel. The staff engaged upon domestic sales and 
contact with consumers consists of a retail sales manager 
controlling four examiners, a showroom superintendent 
and assistant, a demonstrator, four maintenance men, 
two foremen, 23 fitters and apprentices, and three oflice 
staff. 
is placed, and rightly placed, at Chesterfield on gas ser- 


This gives an indication of the importance which 
vice. Promptness in service, combined with efficiency, 
comments Mr. Davies, is essential; and he mentions that 
adequate training of staff is an aim at which organization 
But—and this is sympto- 

having trained the men 


has been directed for years. 
matic of our Industry to-day 
Mr. Davies finds the greatest difficulty in retaining their 
services. There is an obvious lack, as we pointed out in 
these columns last week, of properly trained men on the 
fittings side of our Industry. 

On two other matters what Mr. Davies has to say is 
much to the point. In 1936 the quantity of gas which was 
used in Chesterfield for public lighting amounted to 13°), 
of the total sales of gas; but the expenditure allowed does 
not permit of the lighting of main roads to anything like 
the standard suggested by the Ministry of Transport’s In- 
terim Report. Gas is supplied for public lighting at what 
is supposed to be production cost, but the amount of 
money expended on lighting is kept at a minimum, with 
unsatisfactory results. Existing gas installations are sub- 
ject to criticism; gas is being blamed for indifferent re- 
sults when the root of the problem is that the money 
spent on lighting is wholly inadequate. There will have 
to be greatly increased financial contributions from some 
source towards capital expenditure and added mainten- 
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ance costs involved in providing the illumination de- 
manded nightly by the growing volume of traffic. When 
this money is forthcoming electricity and gas will be in 
competition, and it will be unfortunate if the public mind 
is prejudiced as a result of inferior gas installations which 
are starved of money. 


A Midland Coke Association 


LastLy, but by no means least in importance, there were 
references at the Midland meeting to the coke situation 
and the announcement of a step which should be wel 
comed by all sections of the Industry in that part of the 
country. 
Counties Coke Association on lines broadly similar to 


This is the proposed formation of a Midland 


those which have operated so successfully during recent 
years in the London area under the «gis of the London 
and Counties Coke Association. As Mr. Davies pointed 
out in the course of his Address, coke producers in the 
Midland area have not up to the present organized any 
scheme for control such as the London and Counties and 
North-East Coast Associations. 
been felt that there was no necessity for such a scheme; 


It may, perhaps, have 


but to the many arguments which have frequently been 
advanced in these columns for the urgent need for district 
selling organizations may be added the important point 
that there are in the Midlands area several large iron and 
steel works which are not self-producing as to fuel, and it 
is more than likely that we shall see a change in this 
direction shortly. Existing coking plants are not likely 
to be thrown out of use, and it is not difficult to visualize 
what will happen if the present conditions of lack of co- 
ordination are permitted to continue. It is, of course, 
primarily the demand of the iron and steel industries 
which is responsible for the coke position to-day—and it 
will also be largely responsible for the future position. 
If a coke selling scheme can be of value under the com- 
paratively tranquil market conditions in the South, it is 
all the more essential in the heart of the industrial coke 
producing areas. 

For this reason, therefore, the announcements made by 
the President of the Midland Association and also by 
Mr. R. S. Ramsden, of Leamington, in the course of his 
report on the work of the Midland Commercial Gas Asso- 
ciation, will be of considerable moment to all gas under- 
takings in this district. To the Commercial Association 
must go much of the credit for sponsoring the scheme, in 
consultation with the L.C.C.A. The draft proposals are 
to be circulated to all members of the Association and 
will be considered at an early meeting of the Commercial 
Section. But out of approximately 200 gas undertakings 
in the Midlands, the total membership of the Midlands 
Association is only 106, while of these but 74 are members 
of the Commercial Section. It is hardly, necessary to 
stress that any coke selling scheme to be 100% successful 
must have the active support of 100% of the producers 
whose interests it is designed to protect. We would 
therefore urge most strongly that those others come into 
the Commercial Association in order that the scheme may 
be made fully effective. 

It is not, we understand, proposed at the outset to in- 
vite the coke oven producers to come into the scheme, 
though the promoters doubtless visualize the possibility 
of rendering the new organization sufficiently strong to 
counteract any unfair competition from those outside its 
own membership. When this position has been achieved 


consideration will probably be given to embracing all 
producers of coke within the scheme, as has been done 
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in other quarters. To this end, therefore, we woul: com 
mend this valuable move to the careful considera‘ ion oj 
every gas undertaking in the Midlands area. The bring. 
ing of such a scheme to successful fruition will not only 
be of local benefit but will also serve to forge one more 
link in the chain of a nation wide series of coke selling 
organizations, which will add strength to the ey entya) 
aim of maintaining stable coke marketing conilitions 
throughout the length and breadth of the land. 


Need for Uniformity 


Ir is a sign of the times that Mr. S. E. Whitehead, in his 
Presidential Address yesterday to the Southern Associa. 
tion of Gas Engineers and Managers, should strike 4 
proper balance in discussing works problems and th 
question of selling the products made at the works. To. 
day the word ‘“‘ manager” takes 
** engineer ”?; and management entails far more adminis. 
tration, utilization, and sales work than construction or 
manufacturing problems. This trend, as Mr. Whitehead 
points out, is reflected in the activities and in the person 
nel of the Association of which he is President. More 
distribution and sales men are members and more sales 
and utilization topics are discussed—which is all to the 
good. 


precedence over 


It is not a question of neglecting the engineering 
side but of viewing it in relation to the purpose of th 
Gas Industry, which is to sell gas; and in regard to manv- 
facture our Industry owes much to the excellence of the 
plant offered by the makers. 

Mr. Whitehead has not an easy task at Southampton, 
but it is obvious from his clear-cut Address that he is 
tackling it on the right lines. He is burdened with high 
capital expenditure—a legacy from the non-competitive 
days when a maximum dividend undertaking had little 
inducement to reduce the price of gas by minimizing 
capital expenditure. He has a congested works, a larg 
and straggling outer area intersected by rivers and 
stretches of forest land, and there is keen electrical con- 
petition from a municipally owned “* selected ”’ station. 
This competition is such that the Southampton Gas Con- 
pany is not even aliowed to tender for any public lighting 
in the Borough, and business has to be gained against 
electricity at $d. a unit with exceptionally low standing 
charges. The point is, however, that this business is be- 
ing gained; and for, the year 1936 there was an increase 
in the consumption of gas per domestic consumer. Mr. 
Whitehead gives figures for this consumption during 
recent years, and justly differentiates between domestic 
consumption and the total consumption per consumer ib- 
cluding industrial and large scale users as well as 
domestic. 

The means adopted at Southampton to develop sales 
are straightforward enough. Realizing the need for re- 
organization it was decided to discourage simple hire and 
make hire purchase more attractive, to render the pur- 
chase of appliances as simple and cheap as possible, to 
improve maintenance services, and to adopt a block sys- 
tem of charge, which system was introduced in 1934. To 
simplify the purchase of appliances, cookers and fires 
are fixed free, and a fixing charge is included in the terms 
quoted for all other appliances. We have for long advo- 
cated this policy; and it may be mentioned in this con- 
nection that the profit included in the price, after a!low- 
ing for fixing and maintenance, is lower at Southampton 
than is the case with many undertakings. Far too many 
undertakings aim at too high a profit on appliances, los- 
ing sight of the fact that their business is to sell gas. We 





mr 
mor 


GAS JOURNAL, 

Marc!i 17, 1937 

ve of opinion that the disparity between the prices 
quoted for appliances by neighbouring undertakings is 
most dccidedly a stumbling block to the development of 
More uniformity is needed in the pricing of 


The present chaotic marketing policy should 


vas Sales. 
ppliances. 
je replaced by an agreed plan. To ensure customer 
atisfaction the Southampton Company has a special ser- 
viee section, skilled gasfitters dealing with all consumers 
This section, as Mr. Whitehead shows, is 
more than self-supporting. 

Like Mr. Davies, in his Presidential Address to the Mid- 
and Association, Mr. Whitehead emphasizes the need for 


» rotation. 


Personal 


In these columns last week we briefly announced the ap- 
pintment of Mr. J. W. Patister as Engineer and 
lang ver of the Middlesbrough Corporation Gas Depart- 
nent in succession to the late C. F. Blincoe. 

Having served his articles with Messrs. Ashmore, Benson, 
Pease, & Co., Ltd., where he obtained an exceptional ex- 
perience in designing and estimating gas-works plant, Mr. 
Pallister entered the service of the Middlesbrough Gas 
Department fifteen years ago. His first position with the 
Gas Department was that of Head Draughtsman and 
General Assistant, but for the past ten years he has been 
\ssistant Engineer and Manager. During that fifteen 
years of service Mr. Pallister was entirely responsible for 
the designs, specifications, and erection in the virtual re- 
onstruction of the Gas-Works that had been carried out 
luring that time, with the exception of one gasholder. 

Mr. Pallister, who was born in January, 1900, is a Mem- 
er of The Institution of Gas Engineers and an Associate 
Member of the Institution of Civil Engineers and the In- 
stitution of Structural Engineers. 

* . * 

The position of Engineer and Manager at Kirkcaldy has 

been filled by the appointment of Mr. James M. Dow. 
* + - oo 

On March 3, Mr. G. StTEvENSON, Engineer, 
ind Manager of the Long Eaton Gas Company, 
i Member of the Derby County Council. 

2 * s 


We learn that Alderman Forrester CLAYTON, Chairman 

f Thomas Clayton (Oldbury), Ltd., was on March 11 

elected Chairman of the Middlesex County Council. He 

iso filled the office of High Sheriff in 1934-1935. He is 

well known in connection with Inland Water Transport. 
re * * 


Secretary, 
was elected 


After twenty years’ service as Engineer and General 
Manager of the Malta and Mediterranean Gas Company, 
Mr. A. E. Bucxtey, M.I.Mech.E., will retire on March 31. 

Mr. C. F. Wricut, Accountant has been appointed 
Manager, and Mr. F. C. FerGuson, B.Sec., becomes 
Engineer in addition to Distribution Superintendent. 

- + * 

Mr. Louis ALFRED Ross, Assistant Works Super 
intendent at the Hilsea Works of the Portsmouth and 
Gosport Gas Company, has been appointed W orks Super- 
intendent to the Warrington Corporation Gas Department. 

Mr. Ross served his articles under Mr. F. Durkin, who 
was then Engineer of the Southampton Gas Company. He 
holds a First-Class Diploma in Gas Engineering of The 
Institution of Gas Engineers and is an Associate Member of 
The Institution of Gas. Engineers and an Associate Member 
of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers. 


Obituary 


Charles Henry Hutchinson. 


We regret to announce the sudden death on March 13 of 
Mr. Charles Henry Hutchinson, who was up to the time of 
his decease the Senior Member of The Institution of Gas 
Wngineers. He was 88. 

The sudden death of his only son, Mr. B. G. Hutchinson, 
barely a month ago, had been a great shock to him. How- 
ever, considering his advanced age he bore up bravely. 
His iealth was fairly good, and he was quite che erful when 
he retired on Thursday evening. On Friday morning he 
Was found unconscious, having had a seizure, and his pass- 
Ing .t noon on Saturday was peaceful. 


M:. Hutchinson was a Director of Messrs. Hutchinson 


paying the closest attention to the coke market. At the 
moment coke is in brisk demand; it sells itself. This 
happy state of affairs should not, however, be allowed to 
lead to complacency. It will not last indefinitely. 
Many new coke oven plants are being started up, and it 
is essential that we should consolidate the present posi- 
tion and increase our local markets. The way to do this 
is to give proper care to the preparation and grading of 
the coke made. This care is exercised at Southampton; 
and Mr. Whitehead includes in his Address much useful 
information on the operating costs of his coke screening 
plant. 


Brothers, Ltd., Engineers and Gas Meter Manufacturers, 
Falcon Works, Barnsley. He had a wide experience in the 
Gas Industry both at home and abroad. He attended 
Institution meetings up to the last two or three years, and 
his fine character and genial disposition will be affection- 
ately recalled by his many friends by whom he was so 
highly esteemed and respected. 


The Secretary of the Institution, Mr. J. R. W. Alexander, 
despatched the following telegram on March 15: 
Hutchinson Brothers 
Barnsley 


President Council and Members greatly regret to hear of 
the death of their Senior Member Charles H. Hutchinson 
who was admitted to The Institution of Gas Engineers in 
Eighteen Seventy-one a record in this and probably any 
institution stop Please express our sincere sympathy with 
his family and colleagues 

SECRETARY ALEXANDER 
* * * 


The death has occurred of Mr. James M. Goopwin, who 
was formerly Chairman of the Ayr Gas Company. 


* * * 


Mr. WiLt1AmM ApbAms, whose death recently took place, 
was Assistant Manager at Ballymena Gas-Works for many 
years. He served capably under a succession of Managers, 
including the late Todd Hunter and the late William 
Nesbitt. On the death of the latter he was offered the 
Managership but declined owing to failing health. 


Next Year’s B.I.F. 
And This Year’s Attendance Figures 


The Department of Overseas Trade announce that the 
British Industries Fair of 1938 will be held in London and 
Birmingham from Monday, Feb. 21, to Friday, March 4. 

The total attendance at this year’s Fair in London was 
223,398 as against 221,383 last year, and in Birmingham 
152,649 as against 148,783 for 1936. The London figure is 
analyzed as follows: 

Olympia: Visits by overseas buyers, 12,736; visits by 
home buyers, 98,172; general public, 28,231. Total 139,139. 

White City: Visits by overseas buyers, 5,257; visits by 
home buyers, 70,616; general public, 8,886. Total 84,259. 


Women’s Gas Council 


Cardiff Biggest Branch in Country. 

Miss K. M. Halpin, Organizing Secretary of the Women’s 
Gas Council, addressed the Cardiff Branch at the Park 
Hotel, Cardiff, on Tuesday, March 9. 

Since its inception a year ago the branch has reached a 
membership of over 500, and is now the biggest branch in 
the country. Points which Miss Halpin suggested for dis- 
cussion included the question of nutrition, child welfare, 
smoke abatement, housing for the aged, and the domestic 
servant problem. Mrs. Councillor Eric Evans presided. 
Nominations were taken for President, Vice-Presidents, 
and Committee Members to replace the retiring members, 
Mrs. F. Owen and Miss M. Miles. Members who will serve 
on the Committee for a further year are Mrs. B. J. Bell, 
Mrs. K. Rees, and Mrs. H. S. Bartlett, with Miss A. M. 
Mathias as Secretary. 

In honour of being the 500th member Mrs. Wellings 
received from the Chairman a gift given by the Cardiff 
Gas Light and Coke Company. 
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News 


in Brief 


The Institute of Weldiag is now at 104, Victoria Streei, 
S.W. 1; Telephone No.: ViCtoria 1768-9. 

A New Showroom is to be erected by the Dunfermline 
Town Council in Canmore Street. 
to alter and extend the office premises in Grange Koad. — 

The Tender of Messrs. Bryan Donkin, Ltd., Cheste 
field, has been accepted by the Middlesbrough Town 
Council for the supply and erection of two complete units 
of steam-driven gas exhausters. 

In Addition to the Reduction made by the Jersey Gas 
Light Company in 1936, the price of gas is being reduced 
by O4d. per therm from the March meter readings, bring- 
ing the new price to 10°2d, per therm. 

The Lincoln Electric Company (U.S.A.) announces 
that it has created, in honour of its President, ‘* The James 
IF. Lincoln Are Welding Foundation,’’ which is to sponsor 
an are welding prize contest offering rewards totalling 
S206 000, 

Applications are Invited by the Middlesbrough Cor- 
poration Gas Department for the position of Assistant 
Engineer and Manager "8 a commencing salary of £400. 
Further particulars will be found in this week’s advertise- 
ment columns. 

A Display of modern gas appliances and a series of 
cookery demonstrations have been arranged by the Bury 
(Lanes.) Gas Department at the Coronation Exhibition 
heing held in the Drill Hall, Bury, from March 11 to 20 
under the auspices of the local Chamber of Trade. 

Tenders are Invited by the Directors of the Eastbourne 
Gas Company for an issue of £50,000 4%, redeemable pre- 
ference stock at a minimum price of issue of £99 per £100 
stock, yielding at that price £4 Os. 9d. Tenders must 
be received not later than noon on Monday, March 22. 

During the Five Years 1937-1942 the Middlesbrough 
Town Council proposes spending the following sums on its 
Gas Undertaking: £40,000 for mains; £5,000 for prepay- 
ment meters; £17,000 for cookers; £2,600 for exhausters; 
£1,000 for station meters; £4,500 for workshops; £5,000 for 
offices; and £7,000 for showrooms. 

An Order to Build a Steamer of 2,400 tons for the 
Wandsworth and District Gas Company has been received 
by the Burntisland Shipbuilding Company, Ltd., on the 
Firth of Forth coast. The vessel, which is to be of the 
raised quarterdeck type, is intended for the transit of coal 
cargoes from northern ports to the Company’s Gas-Works 
at Wandsworth. 

A Change of Address is announced by the following 
Companies who previously occupied offices in Dashwood 
House, Old Broad Street, E.C. 2: Primitiva Holdings, 
Ltd., Buenos Aires Industrial Supply Company, Ltd., the 
Primitiva Gas Company of Buenos Aires, Ltd., and the 
Province of Buenos Aires Gas Company, Ltd. As from 
March 13 these Companies’ offices will be at 52, Bishops- 
gate, E.C. 2 (phone: LONdon Wall 3353 / 4). 

Linking Up with National Cookery Week the 
Guernsey Gas Light Company met with such success that 
they decided to extend the idea for another week, offering 
additional discount for cash sales of high-grade 
period. As a result, 


a small 
enamelled cookers during the whole 
we learn from Mr. R. G. Luxton, Engineer, Manager, and 
Secretary of the Company, that they sold 141 ‘ New 
World ”’ cookers, which our readers will agree, taking the 
Company’s area into due consideration, was sufficient justi- 
fication for the effort. 

A Highly Successiul Exhibition and cookery demon- 
strations were held in the Town Hali, Sandown, from Feb. 
22 to 26 under the auspices of the Sandown Gas and Coke 
Company in conjunction “o Radi: ation Ltd. The opening 
was performed by Mr. W. H. Findon, Chairman of Direc 
tors, who referred to a increasing use of gas in all 
directions. The exhibition was very comprehensive, in- 
cluding special displays of appliances for hotels and 
hoarding houses, complete hot water systems, washing 
demonstrations, refrigeration, and lighting and cooking 
appliances. A  cake-baking contest attracted seventy 
entrants. The demonstrator was Miss P. Condon, of the 
fadiation Research Kitchen. Messrs. Ascot Gas Water 
Heaters, W. H. Dean & Sons, and the Jeroba Drying 
Cabinet Company also collaborated, and excellent business 
was done. 


It has also been decided . 
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| CURRENT EVENTS IN 
THE GAS INDUSTRY 





Paintings of Town and County Scenes were [es ‘ured 
in a recent exhibition of the works of Mr. B. A. Lewis, 
who was formerly Manager of the Carmarthen Gas-\\ orks, 
at the School of Art, Carmarthen. The pictures both jp 
water and oil colours are of a very high standard and the 
range of subjects chosen is uncommonly wide. The 
Carmarthen Journal for March 5 observes ** To be aie to 
slage an exhibition of his own drawings and paintings aj 
the age of eighty is something of which to be exceeding 
proud. Mr. B. A. Lewis is to be warmly congratulated on 
his great achievement in this respect.”’ 


‘* Tf You are a Good Cook, you will be a treasure to 
your husband and he will always be glad to come homie for 
his dinner,’’ the Deputy Lady Mayoress (Mrs. Rk. J. 
Richardson) told the students at the first demonstraiion 
of a cookery course for engaged girls and newly-weds which 
she recently opened for the Neweastle-upon-Tyne ani 
Gateshead Gas Company at their Grainger Street demon- 
stration theatre. A large class of students learned from 
the skilful teaching of Miss Elsie Morrison, Cordon Bleu, 
how to make pastry, so that is the newly-weds’ first and 
worst cooking fence safely crossed! In future they will 
learn about ‘* savoury snacks for the men folk.’’ 


Chertsey Housewives had a splendid opportunity of 
learning practical hints on cooking, and also how to use 
modern gas appliances, at a practical gas cookery demon 
stration and exhibition of gas appliances, held under the 
vuspices of the Chertsey Gas Consumers’ Company, Ltd., in 
the Constitutional Hall throughout last week. The exhibi 
tion was opened on the Monday afternoon by Lady Boyd 
Carpenter, wife of the Chertsey M.P. Mr. F. G. Maiihews 
(Engineer and Manager) presided, being supported by Lady 
Boyd-Carpenter, Mrs. C. L. Wanstall, Mr. A. J. Saunders 
(Secretary), Mr. Hales-Finch (representing John Wright & 
Co., Ltd.), and Miss Jaques (Demonstrator of the Radia 
tion Research Kitchen). In introducing Lady Boyd 
Carpenter, Mr. Matthews tendered his grateful thanks to 
her for honouring the Company with her presence that 
afternoon. M: iking a few brief remarks regarding the pro 
gress of the Chertsey Company in recent years, and to 
show to what extent the public had become gas-minied, 
Mr. Matthews said that when he came to Chertsey in 19138 
the output of gas was 73 million cu.ft. per annum. To-day, 
it was 170 million cu.ft., an increase of 97 million cu.ft., 
or 185% in 24 years. 





Amalgamation and Grouping 
Belfast and Holyuood. 


The Belfast Corporation Gas Order, a draft of which has 
just been issued by the Ministry of Commerce (Northern 
Ireland), makes provision inter alia for the purchase olf 
the Holywood Gas Company’s Undertaking. The purchase 
price for the Holywood Undertaking is given in the agree 
ment as £27,000. Holywood is four miles from Belfast. 


United Kingdom and Pudsey. 


Close Brothers, Ltd., Secretaries of the United Kingdom 
Gas Corporation, Ltd., announce that the Corporation has 
acquired a controlling interest in the Pudsey Gas Company. 

The Pudsey Gas Company has an issued c¢ apital ol 
£88,866 in New Consolidated 7%, Stock, and the acquisition 
of this Company is in accordance with the Corporation's 
Programme for the establishment of a Gas Grid in York 
shire. 

The United Kingdom Gas Corporation now controls 20 
Gas Companies in Yorkshire, and has issued share and loan 
capital of £3,125,781 as follows 


£ 
Ordinary Shares 750,000 
. 44% First Cumulative Pre witininde Sherer 936,338 
14 ., Second Non-Cumulative Preference Shares 739,443 
, Debenture Stock 700,000 
£3,125,781 
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The Institution of Gas Engineers 


New Venue of Meeting for 74th Annual General 
Meeting 


The Great Hall of the Institution of Civil Engineers not 
ying available this year, the 74th Annual General Meeting 
f The Institution of Gas Engineers will be held in the Hall 
of the oe cr Society, Exhibition Road, 
Kensington, London, S.W.7, on June 1, 2, 3, and 4. 
The Hall has kindly been ts to the Institution by the 
President and Council of the Society. 

The Reception and Dance will be held at Grosvenor 
flouse on Tuesday, June 1. 

The Visit on Friday, June 

Members are urged to reserve 
London immediately. 


4, will be to Folkestone. 
hotel accommodation in 


Short Course for Teachers of Gas Fitting. 


Among the numerous Short Courses for Teachers pro- 
posed to be heid by the Board of Education this year is 
one for teachers of Gas Fitting. It is to be held in Birm- 
ingham from July 5 to 10, and will be conducted by Dr. P. 
(, L. Thorne, H.M.I., with the assistance of specialist 
Lecturers, The € ourse will include lectures and discussions 
on teaching methods in beth classroom and workshop, in- 
struction in blackboard drawing, and in the use of the 
voice. There will also be lectures by experts on various 
aspects of Gas Fitting and on the scientific principles under- 
lying the design and maintenance of appliances. Visits to 
works, testing shops, and laboratories will also be made. 

No fee is charged to teachers accepted for the Course, 
and under certain conditions grants towards travelling ex 
penses will be made. Comfortable accommodation, on 
moderate terms, for those coming from a distance is being 
provided at Saltley College, Birmingham. 

It is hoped that many teachers will appreciate the pro 
vision of a Course specially designed to be helpful to those 
teachine Gas Fitting, as such a Course has not previously 
heen offered. As accommodation is limited, early applica 
tion is essential. Further details and Forms of Applica 
tion may be obtained from Local Education Authorities or 
from the Secretary, The Institution of Gas Engineers, 1, 
Grosvenor Place, London, S.W. 1 


Illumination Problems Night. 


Members of The Institution of Gas Engineers are invited 
to attend Problems Night of the Industrial Lighting Sec 
tion of The Illuminating Engineering Society, on March 24, 
at 7 p.m. 

The meeting will be held—on the invitation of the General 
Electric Company—at Magnet House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C. 2, and an opportunity will be afforded from 6 to 6.30 
p.m. of inspecting the decorative lighting showrooms. 
Licht refreshment will be available from 6.30 to 7 p.m. 

The following industrial problems will he discussed : 

l. Lighting in a Ceramic Industry. 
Special requirements due to the presence of dangerous 
dust. 
Speaker: Mr. T. (¢ 
2. The Equipment of the new Park Royal Work: 
low & Sons, Ltd. 
Special Lighting for Printing Processes. 
Speaker: Mr. L. M. Tye. 
3. (a) Belt Sander. 
(b) Motor-car Body Inspection. 
Special Surface Inspection. 
Speaker: Mr. W. Imrie-SmiTH. 
t. Fine Thread-chasing Tool Work on 


ANGUS. 
of Water- 


Automatics. 


Inspection of small screws and tools on automatic 
screw-cutting machines. 


Speaker: Mr. J. E. Lane. 
5. Polishing of Stainless Steel Sheets. 
A Survey of Experimental Lighting employed for this 
occupation. 


Speaker: Mr. E. L. 
3rd International Gas Conference. 


The 83rd International Gas Conference of the International 
as Union will be held in Paris from June 12 to 16. 

The Provisional Programme comprises the presentation 
nd discussion of Reports of five International Committees 
f the Union and of some eight Papers, two of which are 
v British Authors, visits to works, laboratories, and the 
ke, visits to the Paris International Exhibition and other 
laces of interest, and social functions for delegates and 
idies. 

The Conference 


CALVERT. 


takes place during the Paris Interna- 
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tional Exhibition, at which the Gas Industry is to be repre 
sented by a Gas Pavilion. 

Comprehensive travel, hotel, and other arrangements are 

being made for a large party of members of The Institution 
of Gas Engineers and others connected with the Gas Indus 
try, led by the then President of the Institution (Mr. H. C. 
Smith), to attend the Conference. 
_ All interested are requested to communicate immediately 
in writing with the Secretary of The Institution of Gas 
Engineers, stating (i) if they wish, provisionally and with 
out obligation, to register as attending the Conference and 
by whom they will be accompanied, on (ii) if they do not 
contemplate attending the Conference but wish to receive, 
at the published price, copies of the Reports and Papers. 


Portsmouth and Gosport Gas Company 
Sale by Tender of £75,000 Stock 


Applications are invited by the Directors of the Poris 
mouth and Gosport Gas Company for £75,000 4% prefer 
ence stock at a minimum price of issue of £100 for £100 of 
stock. Tenders are to be received on or before March 23. 

The minimum amount of stock which may be tendered 
for, or will be allotted, is £10. Above this, applications 
must be in multiples of £5. Further particulars will lé 
found in our advertisement columns in an abridged 
prospectus, 


Forthcoming Engagements 


March. 

18.—Gas COMPANIES’ PROTECTION 
mittee Meeting, 2.30 p.m. 

18..-MIDLAND JUNIORS.— Visit to Burton-on-Trent to 
inspect gas-works and brewery. 

19.—LONDON AND SOUTHERN JUNIORS. 
cussion Evening. 

20..-WESTERN JUNIORS. 
Paper by K. G. 
Street Lighting.”’ 

20. “- ES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE JUNIORS.- 

Cardiff. Paper by H. V. Williams, 

Services.”’ 

22.—1.G.E.—Techniecal 
Lighting Committee, 2.30 p.m. 

23..-SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION (EASTERN District). 
Meeting at Gas Industry House, 2.30 p.m. 

27... ScorrisH WESTERN JuNIORS.—Annual Business 
Meeting. Paper by Dr. Davidson, ‘‘ Domestic 
Coke.”’ 

31.._LONDON AND SOUTHERN JUNIORS.—Visit to Davis 
Gas Stove Company, Ltd., and Electrolux, Ltd., 


ASSOCTATION.—Com 
General Dis- 


Visit to Exmouth Gas-Works. 
Bodiley, ‘‘ Modern Methods of 


Meeting at 
** Mains and 


Sub-Committee of the Joint 


Luton. 
April. 

1..-MIDLAND JuNIorS.—Meetine at Birmingham. 
Paper on Gas Water Heaters. 

3.—MANCHESTER AND  Duistricr JuNrors.—Annual 
Dinner. 

3.—Scorrish Eastern JuNtors.—Visit to Bruce, 
Peebles, & Co., Ltd.,. Edinburgh. 

8.__§.B.G.i.—Council Meeting, 2.30 p.m. 

9..__NortH BriTIsH ASSOCIATION.—Spring Meeting at 
Edinburgh. 

17. LONDON AND SOUTHERN JUNIORS.— Visit to Wat 


Albans Gas-Works. 
Visit to Leamington Spa. 
YORKSHIRE JuNIoRS.—Meeting at Bradford. 
Paper by H. Johnston, ‘‘ Materials and their 
application to Gas-Works Constructions.”’ 
21.—B.C.G.A.—Executive Committee, 11.30 a.m.; 
General Committee, 2.30 p.m. 


ford and St. 
17.._MIDLAND JUNIORS. 
/ 


21.].G.E.—Pipes Committee, 3 p.m. 
22._1.G.E.—Joint Lighting Committee, 2.30 p.m. 


Ne re 


3.—I.G.E.—Gasholder Committee, 2.30 p.m. 
1..WaLEes AND MONMOUTHSHIRE JUNIORS. 
General Meeting at Porthcawl. 
24.._WESTERN JUNIORS.—Annual General Meeting at 
Clevedon. Presidential Address by S. B. Jones. 


Annual 


May. 
1.—Scotrrish Junriors.—Joint Visit to Parkinson & 
Cowan, Ltd. 

MANCHESTER AND District Junrors.— Visit to R. 
& J. Dempster, Ltd., Manchester. Paper by 
A. E. Hardman (Widnes), ‘‘ Atmospheric 
Pollution.”’ 

6.—MIDLAND JUNIORS. 

LONDON AND SOUTHERN 
ness Meeting. 


ul 


Annual General Meeting. 
Juntors.—Annual Busi- 


~I 








Extra Leave for Territorials 


Employers’ Generous Concessions 


A striking proof of national support for Mr. Duff Cooper’s 
campaign for a larger Territorial Army has been the spon- 

taneous response given by many business houses in 
announcing special concessions to members of this service 
on their staffs. 

An official of the National Benzole Company, Ltd., said 
that for some time they had had in force a grant for 
Territorials of one week’s leave of absence for camp on full 
pay, in addition to the holiday period normally allowed. 

“This extra leave is a considerable inducement for 
others to join,’’ he said. Apart from fostering the 
laudable desire to defend the country in time of emer- 
gency, another important point in favour of this movement 
is the improved general physical well-being which, it is 
found, is the result of the training and discipline of the 
Territorial routine.”’ 


Gibbons (Dudley), Ltd. 


Annual Report 


The forty-second annual report of the Directors of 
Messrs. Gibbons (Dudley), Ltd., for the year ended Dec. 
31, 1936, states that the net profit for the year, after pro- 
viding for income-tax and depreciation, is £18,337, which. 
added to the amount brought forward from last year, 
£12,259, makes a total of £30,597. From this amount 
the full 7% preference dividend, free of income-tax, for the 
at was paid on June 30 and Dec. 31, 1936, absorbing 

2,100, leaving a balance of £28,497 to be now dealt with. 

The Directors recommend that a dividend of 10% on 
the ordinary shares, less income-tax, be paid, £10,198, 
further Directors’ fees, £450, to write off further part of 
the cost of modernizing the Works, £3,000, to dividend 
equalization fund, £2,500, to carry forward to next year, 
£12,349, making a total of £28,497. 


Scottish Western Juniors 
Annual Whist Drive and Dance 


The annual whist drive and dance of the Scottish Junior 
Gas Association (Western District) was held in the 
‘Georgic ’’ Restaurant, Union Street, Glasgow, on Satur 
day, March 6, the company numbering seventy-five. 

At the outset, the President, Mr. J. Webster (Port 
Glasgow) extended a hearty welcome to those present and 
expressed the hope that they would enjoy the evening. 
Eighteen tables were then engaged at whist. Following 
the whist, the company partook of refreshme ents, and 
dancing followed. During the course of the evening Mrs. 
Keillor presented the prizes to the winners at whist. Mr. 
Bujnowski (Glasgow), President, ex-officio, was then called 
upon to present the retiring President with his medal, to 
which the retiring President suitably replied. Thereafter, 
Mr. Frazer (Glasgow) moved a hearty. vote of thanks to 
Mrs. Keillor for the delightful way in which she had pre- 
sented the prizes and to the donors of the prizes. 

A most enjoyable evening was brought to a 


close oy 
singing *‘ Auld Lang Syne.’’ 


Mayoress Presented with Cookery Book 
Stratford-on-Avon Demonstrations 


The Mayoress of Stratford-on-Avon (Mrs. E. P. Ray) 
performed the opening ceremony recently at the first of a 
series of cookery demonstrations in the Town Hall, organ- 
ized by the Corporation Gas Department. 

The Mayor (Councillor E,. P. Ray) gave his views on 
how a wife should cook, and there was a sequel at the close, 
when Mr. F. Shewring, the Corporation’s Gas Engineer 
and Manager, presented the Mayoress with a cookery book 
and expressed the hope that she would experiment to the 
satisfaction of the Mayor! 

The Mayor said: ‘*‘ Good cooking is the basis of domestic 
felicity, and I go so far as to say that a girl who cannot 
cook ought never to get married, because I see no reason 
why husband and children should have indigestion and 
dyspepsia simply due to the fact that she would not take 
the trouble to learn to cook.”’ 

The Mayoress declared the event open, and was thanked 
for her presence by Councillor E. R. Thompson. 

The popularity of the de -monstrations can be judged by 
the entry of 64 competitors in the cake-baking competition. 
The cakes made an attractive display, and Mrs. Hardy, 
cookery demonstrator, found it difficult to decide the 
winners owing to the excellent standard attained. 
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Early Days at Seaham 
Bulk Supply from Sunderland 


Following the amalgamation of the Sunderland aid Se, 
ham Undertakings (announced in these columns on Feb, ; 
and Sept. 30 last year) Seaham Harbour is now being 
supplied with gas from Sunderland. The change bean oy 
March 12, when the five-mile pipe-line was brougiit int) 
commission. An early result of the amalgamation 
reduction of 5d. per 1,000 cu.ft. in favour of the : 
consumers in October. 

The passing of the Seaham Company 


was a 
eaham 


rec ralls its early 


history. Seaham Harbour was first supplied with gas 
nearly 100 years ago by a private individual, Mr. Henry 
Wall Smith, locally known as “ Doctor ”’ Smith. He was 


a chemist, druggist, and proprietor of the Gas-Works then 
situated near the Adam and Eve Gardens. He continued 
to be such until 1873. In those days a fixed sum for each 
light was charged, the lighting hours being strictly 
fined. 

In 1873, when Seaham Gas Company was formed ani 
took over the works, a notice to consumers was issued that 
the Company intended to discontinue the practice of sup 
plying at a uniform price for each light and that futur 
supplies would be by meter, in order, as the notice naively 
stated, ‘‘ that consumers will have the advantage of burn- 
ing only the quantity they require and paying only for th 
quantity they burn.” 


Parkinson & Cowan (Gas Meters), Ltd. 
The Strike Situation 


In response to the *‘ JouRNAL’s ”’ request for information 
concerning the strike which last week affected the Ma: 
chester Factory and the London Shops, Messrs. Parkinson 
& Cowan have kindly passed us a copy of the statement 
of the facts as circulated by the Company to the workers 
in Manchester. It reads as follows: 

‘It has been brought to our notice that certain rumours 
and mis-statements have been made regarding the present 
dispute, and the Management feel that a résumé of thi 
position would help much to clarify matters. 

This Company has always adopted a neutral policy with 
regard to membership of U nions, and at no time has an) 
agreement, either verbally or in writing, been asked fo 
or given with regard to this. On the other hand, we have 
given the Unions every reasonable facility to carry on their 
legitimate’ functions, and we have always been prepared to 
discuss any questions or grievances with them. 

We understand that whilst there has been no friction 
between our employees and two of the three Unions, i.c., 
the Sheet Metal Workers and the A.E.U., the membe rship 
of the third Union, i.e., the Municipal and General 
Workers, has fluctuated, and it was the refusal of an em- 
ployee to re-join this Union which caused the strike. 

The Management was informed on Monday, 22nd 
February, by the Secretary of the Women’s Section that a 
final drive was to be made to get the last 13 girls into the 
Union. This information was given in the course of an 
ordinary telephone conversation, and the Management 
gave the Union every facility to persuade these girls to 
join. On Friday morning, 26th February, it was le: arned 
that one girl still refused to join the Union, and at mid 
day a meeting of the girls in the shop decided to strike if 
this girl did not join by 3.30 p.m. that afternoon. Ther 
was no official communication from the Union on this 
matter in any way until the Secretary of the Women's 
Section attended at the Works at 3.30 p.m. when the strike 
commenced. This action was taken without a ballot o 
official notice, except for verbal intimation about two 
hours before the strike commenced, and was. entirely 
unconstitutional. 

It will be appreciated that for this class of work no 
agreement has ever been in existence for the regulation ol 
Union labour, and a considerable proportion of our em 
ployees in the past have not belonged to that Union. 

We feel, under the circumstances, that had there been 4 
general desire on the part of our employees to discuss an) 
matters, representation should have been made in a con 
stitutional manner, so that matters could have been dis 
cussed between the Management and the Union concerned, 
and in the event of non-agreement, the matter could then 
have been referred to the Directors of this Company and 
the Union Executives in London. 

We should like to make it quite clear that, providing 
application had been made in a constitutional manner, we 
should have been prepared to discuss anything desired 
that was, and still is, our attitude. Nor have we any in 
tention whatsoever of altering any of the conditions which 
existed prior to the strike, affectine employment, rates of 
wages, or any other matter. 
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Interesting Gas Display at Margate Exhibition 











sented an up-to-date gas kitchen, where frequent cookery demonstrations were given, while another 
display of gas fires, and the third gas water heating and refrigeration. 
the 


lighting fitting, while slogans on the 





Athletic and Social 


Gravesend and Milton Annual Dinner 


The Annual Dinner of the Gravesend and Milton Gas Light 
Company’s Employees’ Social Association was held at the 
General Gordon Hotel on Friday, Feb. 26. Mr. W. A. Howie, 
Engineer and Manager of the Gravesend Gas Company and 
President of the Social Association, presided, and was sup- 
_ by Mr. H. A. Porter, J.P. (local Director), Messrs. 

. A. Hammond (Secretary to the Company), L. C. Troughton, 
zr W. King, Harold Tuffee, W. H. Warren (Harrow), J. 
Brentnall (Dartford), R. Vevers Scott (Canterbury), J. H. 
Hornby (Maidstone), W. Cutler (Gravesend Meter Company), 
and O. R. Ingham (Gravesend). 

The Loyal Toast honoured, ‘‘ The Gravesend and Milton Gas 
Light Company ”’ was proposed by Mr. W. A. Hammond. The 
past year, he said, had been one of unprecedented success, 
which reflected the highest credit on all concerned. With such 
able Directors as the firm had on its Board, it was of little 
wonder that success followed. 

Since the local Company had come under the control of the 
South-Eastern Gas Corporation, Ltd.—a period of about three 
years—the sales of gas and appliances had increased enor- 


mously. The increase in consumption of gas alone in the past 
three years had been 42 million cu.ft. The number of con- 
sumers had increased by 1,163. In conclusion, Mr. Hammond 


said that on behalf of the staff he could assure the Directors of 
their continued loyalty and unabated confidence in the future 
of the Company. 

Mr. H. A. Porter, J.P., responding, said that he was sure he 
was voicing the opinion of all when he thanked Mr. Hammond 
for so pleasingly proposing the toast of the Company. Mr. 
Hammond, he believed, had proposed that toast ever since the 
formation of the Social Club. 

‘The Employees’ Social Association ’’ was ably proposed by 
Mr. Harold Tuffee. The reply by Mr. A. Tidby. 

The visitors were warmly welcomed by Mr. W. A. Howie, who 
remarked that only that afternoon he had had the pleasure of 
being in the company ‘of Sir David Milne-Watson, and, 
although he was a busy man, he had found time to send 
a telegram conveying his best wishes for a successful and en 
joyable annual dinner. Similar expressions had been sent by 
Major Julian Day and Mr. H. Woodall (Vice-Chairman of the 
Directors), Mr. R. W. Foot, and Mr. W. H. Troughton (former 
Vice-Chairman of the Board of the local Company). 

The toast was coupled with the names of Messrs. J. Brentnall, 
R. Vevers Scott, and W. H. Warren, who made happy 
responses. 

Once again a very enjoyable and novel entertainment 
provided by members and friends of the Association. 


” 


was 


Portsmouth Long Service Awards 


With the Oddfellows’ Hall in Kingston Road packed to the 
docrs with employees and their families, presentations of 
awards and certific ates on retirement and for long service were 
made to employees of the Portsmouth and Gosport Gas Com- 
pany. 

In making the presentations the Chairman of the Company, 
Alderman Dr. F. E. Beddow, J.P., made a welcome announce- 
ment of the generous gesture being made by the Company to 
celebrate the Coronation. Thev had been very pleased, he said, 
to grant all employees—officials, clerks, and manual workers— 
a holiday on the day the new King was to be crowned, May 12. 
Those whose services were indispensable on that day would be 
given a holiday on some other day. Pensioners would also be 
included in the celebration, and on Friday, May 7, they would 
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The above photographs illustrate the three sections of the I 
Exhibition held recently in the Pavilion and Winter Gardens, Margate. It 


posts and across the tops of the displays attracted much attention. 








Isle of Thanet Gas Company’s display at the Annual 
will be seen that one section repre- 
comprised a 
Above each section was a modern street 








all be given an extra week’s pay. This would also apply to the 
3L widows drawing allowances. The Alderman expressed the 
Company’s gratitude to the members who were retiring, and 
the continued success of the Company was greatly due to the 
work they had done in the past. 

The chair was taken - the General Marager. Mr. T. 
Carmichael, who introduced each recipient of awards with a 
brief and eulogistic review of his career. Th2 rames were as 
follows : 

Employees’ retiring from 
Messrs. A. Taylor (34 years’ 
A. Govan (25), H. New (24), E. Rook (23), 5 Forfar (22), V 
Leaver and R. Jakeway (21), H. F. Williams (20), Ae $ = 
Moore (14). Gosport: A. Sandy (32), F. Gillman (29), J. Woods 
(28), G. Osbon (16), S. Smith (14), and J. Etheridge (12). 

Long service awards: Messrs. E. B. Trimboy, E. G. Jenkins, 
and H. J. Nancarrow (after 40 years’ service). 

Long service certificates: Messrs. A. Allison, A. Shaw, 
D. C. H. Saunders, W. E. Matthews, G. H. Cockayne, E. G. 
Saunders, H. F. Chase, A. G. Tupper, A. W. Wigmore, G. Ff. 
White, J. C. L. Reed, F. H. Sutch, and W. P. Hooper (after 
25 years’ service). 

A vote of thanks was proposed to Alderman Dr. Beddow by 
Mr. Ralph Hewitt (Secretary of the Company) and seconded 
by Mr. T. Savins. Also on the platform were Mr, Edwin 
Allison (Engineer) and Mr. J. Garward (Sales Manager). 

A variety entertainment was provided before and after the 
presentation. 


active ‘eR ~Portsmouth : 
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Stoke-on-Trent Annual Dinner. 


The sixth annual dinner of the Stoke-on-Trent Corporation 
Gas Department was held at Stoke-on-Trent on Saturday even 
ing, Feb. 20, Mr. A. Mackay (Chief Engineer) presiding, sup- 
ported by the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress (Alderman and 
Mrs. J. A. Dale), Mr. A. E. Hewitt (Chairman of the City Gas 
Committee), Mr. J. E. Stanier (Deputy Engineer), and Mr. J. 
Warrillow (Works Manager). 

Mr. J. Johnson, submitting the Toast to ‘‘ Those we Serve,”’ 
pointed out that the production of gas last year was a record. 
In the first year of centralization of the various concerns after 
Federation the output was 1,215 million cu.ft., whereas last 
year the figure was 2,111 million cu.ft. That was an increase 
of nearly 100%. The Department’s record output for one day 
was recorded on Dec. 9 last, when 9,119,000 cu.ft. of gas were 
sent out, representing a figure of £1,216 for a day’s output at 
a net charge of 2s. 8d. per 1,000 cu.ft. Great developments 
had been made on the industrial side, particularly in the- 
pottery industry, for there were now 30 tunnel cvens fired by 
gas in the City, and eight more were under construction or on 
order. The advent of the tunnel oven and the elimination of 
so much smoke from the atmosphere had taken them a step 
nearer to the brighter, cleaner, and healthier City they all 
desired. 

The Lord Mayor and Mr. Hewitt responded to the Toast. 

Mr. Hewitt stated that a big scheme of extensions to the 
Etruria works was in hand. Another boiler house, compressors, 
and other new equipment were to be built; new mains were to 
be installed because the present mains would not carry the 
pressure required for manufacturing purposes. The Depart 
ment was making quite sure that as the demand increased the 
supply would be there to cove with it. 

During the evening the Lady Mayoress presented long ser 
vice medals to nine employees who had completed 25 years’ 
service with the Department: Messrs. W. Farnall, R. E. 
Moreton, J. H. Ridgway, H. G. Thompson, C. H. Taylor, 
G. W. J. Wild, W. T. B. Ward, J. Wade, and I. Wilson. 














House 
AN ALL-GAS CONTRIBUTION 


Kensal 


Gas Light and Coke Company’s 

building venture opened by the 

Minister of Health, the Rt. Hon. 
Sir Kingsley Wood, M.P. 


Kensal House, an estate of model flats in Ladbroke 
Grove, W., was opened by the Minister of Health, the Rt. 
Hlon. Sir Kingsley Wood, on Monday. This block of 82 
working-class flats represents not only an endeavour on the 
part of the Gas Light and Coke Company, operating 
through the Capitol Housing Association, Ltd., to demon- 
strate the practical use of the Company’s produc ts for pro- 
viding in an economical way the essential services for such 
dwellings, but also an enlightened contribution to London’s 
slum clearance and re-housing. In this latter respect Ken- 
sal House was built in strict conformity with the terms of 
the Housing Acts, as to permitted areas, financial arrang¢ 
ments, and choice of tenants, who were nominated by the 
Kensington Borough Council. Thus Kensal House qu: ali- 
fied for subsidy and is in all respects comparable economic- 
ally with other publicly operated housing schemes. 

No description of these model flats would be complete 
without accompanying photographs of typical rooms, show 
ing the gas (or coke) apparatus, of the comfortable club 
rooms for the tenants, of the delightful lavout of the 
buildings, of the playgrounds for children of all ages, and 
of the unique nursery school conceived and planned on the 
most modern lines. We are therefore confining ourselves 
this week to a report of the opening ceremony; and we hope 
in our next issue to give our readers a fully illustrated de- 
scription of this splendid contribution to the solution of a 
very pressing problem—a contribution all the more note- 
worthy by reason of the fact that it is sponsored by no less 
a public servant than the Gas Industry. 


THE OPENING CEREMONY. 


Following an inspection of Kensal House, a large gather- 
ing of visitors was entertained at tea by the Chairman and 
Directors of the Capitol Housing Association, Ltd., in the 
Club Room of the adjoining Kensal Green Gas-Works—Sir 
David Milne-Watson (Chairman of the Association and 
Governor of the Gas Light and Coke Company) presiding. 
He was supported by other members of the Board and 
Senior Officers of the Company. 


Sir Davip Mitxe-Wartson, in thanking Sir Kingsley Wood for 
visiting them on that occasion, observed what a great pleasure 
it was to see a Minister of the Crown taking an interest in this 
Way in the activities of the Gas Light and Coke Company. To 
re-house working class people in fine new houses or flats with 
old-fashioned laboriovs kitchens and equipment, he said, would 
he to offer them a new life with one hand and, take it away 
with the other. Kensal House demonstrated how the working 
class tenants could be provided with a service for cooking, hot 
water, room warming, and lighting offering every amenity that 
a reasonable middle-class family might demand—and this with 
out any abnormal capital outlay and at a running cost within 
the means of working-class families. The time came when it 
was felt that the merits of the all-gas house or flat, —, a 
coke fire in the living-room, as a solution to this aspect of 
housing were so demonstrable that they ought, in fact, to i 
demonstrated. That was why they first decided to build Kensal 
House. 

They then decided that the housing estate which was to be 
the theatre for their demonstration should itself be a contribu- 
— to the problem of providing the right living conditions for 

--housed slum-dwellers. They called into consultation a group 
of people of unquestionable eminence in the world of housing 
design—Messrs. Robert Atkinson. C. H. James. Michael Tapper, 
and Grey Wornum, with Mr. E. Maxwell Fry as executant 
Architect. To these was added the name of Miss Elizabeth 
Denby, who had become known as a pioneer in connection with 
the more constructive aspects of housing design and interior 
plannine for working-class families, and whose contribution to 
the work of creatine Kensal House had heen of the greatest 
value. 

The work of this group, went on the Chairman, had. as thev 
saw. develoned into something much more than a block of 
dwellines. Among the great social problems closelv associated 
with housing tay first the question of facilities for best use 
of leisure time by the married folk and young men and women: 
and. secondly, the proper care of the bodies and minds of little 
children too young for school. On that Estate they had seen 
one suegestion— reasonable and hopeful sugeestion—of the 
right answers. Thev had there a comnlete housing estate with 
clubs for the tenants, their wives, and children of all ages, to 
eether with a nursery school—the first such complete estate. he 
helieved, to he built in Eneland. They had done their best 
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to make a contribution of real value in the re-housing of the 
slum dwellers, and in this connection Sir David referred to the 
valuable co-operation of the Kensington Borough Council, who 
nominated families from its slum clearance areas. 

There were, he continued, a total of 379 persons on this small 
area—244 of them children. The flats in which they lived were 
let at lls. 6d. a week, including rates, for the 5-roomed (three 
bedroom) flats, and 9s. 6d. for the two bedroom flats. Takine 
into account the subsidies receivable under the Housing Acts for 
all such re-housing schemes, Sir David affirmed, these rentals 
were economic, and Kensal House would pay its way. The first 
of the tenants moved in during the middle of last De: mber, 
and the majority of the flats were now occupied. There were no 
architectural ** frills; simplicity with ease of running were the 
keynote, together with the provision of all the essential house 
hold services. 


They would be interested to reflect upon the condition of th 
Estate, as they had seen it that afternoon, after two months’ 
occupation by a large body of ex-residents of the slums. Every 
thing was in apple-pie.order—and this was because the tenants 
were, as could be observed, visibly proud of their grass, trees, 
Hower-beds, window boxes, and fresh light paint. With the help 
of an excellent committee of tenants the whole body of residents 
was co-operating in keeping the Estate a clean and happy plac 
to live in. Indeed, one woman had said, since going to live in 
Kensal House, that she felt she was now “in the country,” 
Those present that afternoon, observed Sir David, would re 
member the conditions from which many of those families came 

basements had been the homes of quite a number. The eager 
ness with which they used their new opportunities of light and 
air and flower-growing which these flats provided would be a 
great reassurance to the sponsors—if they needed it—that they 
had not gone far wrong in the conception and planning of the 
Estate ori those lines. Sir David went on to refer to some of 
the details of the new building, and, in conclusion, oncé again 
expressed their warm thanks to the Minister of Health for eo 
ine there that afternoon; they were proud, he said. to have a 
Minister of the Crown there. on that occasion to see their efforts, 
In thanking Sir Kinesley Wood in the name of the Directors, 
he asked him to declare the premises open. 


A Wonderful Effort. 


Sir Kincstey Woop said that it gave him great pleasure to 
be there on that auspicious occasion in company with his two 
colleagues in the House of Commons, Mr. Duncan, Member for 
the Division, and Sir Edward Campbell, his Parliamentary Secre 
tary. It gave him great pleasure to take part in the wonderful 
effort they had inspected that day. They had had a fine record 
in this country so far as housing was concerned. This had been 
due to a number of agencies. Municipal authorities, as well as 
private enterprises, had done splendid work. In addition, there 
had been a number of voluntary organizations up and down the 
country which had been specially formed to help with housing 
work, and these had rendered considerable assistance. Such 
organization—and that with which they were associated in 
connection with Kensal House was a fine example—did_ nol 
merely provide a number of houses of flats, though that in itsell 
Was a very important thing. Equally important, they brought 
with them a great contribution to the housing efforts of the 
country—a broad-minded sympathy which had been foremost in 
making provision for social amenities in connection with their 
housing operations. In the flats he had just inspected the 
Capitol Housing Association had shown what could be done in 
the way of providing opportunities for social amenities and for 
the physical and mental needs of the people of varying ages. 
Kensal House was an example to the country that homes did 
not consist of bricks and mortar. Having heard Sir David's re 
marks and observed all that had happened there—how they had 
utilized their old pre mises and erected this wonderful new build 
ine—he thought it could be said that, so far at any rate as 
housing was concerned, the days of miracles were not past. I! 
anyone wanted to see a modern miracle he had only to observe 
the wonderful transformation which had taken place on that 
site. The care and forethought which had been given by those 
resnonsible had made his visit that afternoon well worth while, 
and he congratulated Sir David Milne-Watson on what had heen 
accomplished in that connection. 

The Minister of Health went on to observe that he had been 
very interested to see the type and quality of the flats wh ich 
had been erected. So far as this country was concerned they 
had a record of well over three million new houses since the 
war—sufficient to house the whole population of Canada. Bul 
he was not so much concerned with the question of quantity of 
houses as with the question of quality. He believed that they 
must pay more and more attention to this matter; they did not 
want ramshackle houses in this country. They wanted to have 
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dwellings which would be a credit to the city, town, or village 
where they were built. And without any flattery or exaggera 
tion, Sir Kingsley Wood, stated, Kensal House was a remarkable 
effort, and he hoped it would be taken as an example so far as 
the er ction of similar dwellings were concerned. 


A Noble Crusade. 


The Gas Light and Coke Company, continued the Minister of 
Health, was joining a noble crusade, and he was very glad in- 
deed to hear that so many of the people who deserved well of 
the country had come to occupy the flats from miserable dwell- 
ings. Wherever he went he could te stify that there had been a 
remarkable response by all such people to the new conditions 
in which they found themselves. They took a real pride in their 
homes, and if re-housing was not worth anything else than that, 
it was well worth while so far as the children were concerned. 
He was glad to see how the children were provided for at Ken- 
sal House and how they were responding. The premises as a 
whole comprised a long-term investment for the nation. 

The progress of the slum-clearance campaign was notable, ob- 
served Sir Kingsley. Over 600,000 persons previously living in 
slums had been provided with new and decent dwellings—and 
they were now leaving the slums at the rate of 25,000 every 
month. That represented good progress and fine work. He 
had the exact figures so far as new houses were concerned; the 
latest figure was 3,170,000 erected in this country since the 
Armistice. He suggested that one of the real needs of the 
present time was a house to let suitable for the lower-paid 
workers of the country—and such houses were now being built 
at the rate of 100,000 per annum. 

Finally, Sir Kingsley said that they had just started a new 
campaign in this country; they had commenced their attack 
upon the slums, and now they were further endeavouring to 
deal with the evil of over-crowding. The erection of Kensal 
House would certainly facilitate their campaign in this direc- 
tion. This vear a new over-crowding code would come into 


operation. It was the first time this particular evil had been 
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attacked in a big way, and he was glad to see that already 
orders had been issued fixing appointed days upon which the 
provisions in relation to over- -crowding would come into effect. 
Already orders had been issued in respect of 1,477 local authori- 
ties out of a total of 1,536. ‘that spoke well for the work of 
the local authorities in this country. 

ihis work was intimately associated with another kind of 
work in which he hoped the Company would continue to show 
interest—namely, the efforts which were being made in connec- 
tion with town and country planning. Sir Kingsley had during 
the, last few days issued a revised edition of the model clauses on 
which the future planning schemés in this country would be 
based. Ht had endeavoured to have recorded all 94 special 
provisions dealing with a matter which had created a certain 
amount of attention and some interest veenitian-—cisaaiie the 
siting of buildings in respect of ribbon development and of the 
erection of flats. A memorandum dealing with matters of 
special difficulty in this connection had been prepared and circu- 
lated with the clauses, and the preparation of planning schemes 
throughout the country would be expedited in this way. He 
mentioned this because he knew there we re many present on 
that cccasion who were keeniy interested in the social move 
ments of the present time. 

It had given him great pleasure to see that fine piece of work, 
to be associated in this way with it, to congratulate Sir David 
Milne-Watson and his co-Directors, and to wish those who occu- 
pied those flats all the health and: prosperity which would be 
given to them by their new surroundings—which would, he 
hoped, inspire many other associations to follow this example 
of one of the finest pieces of work which could be undertaken by 
any body of men or women. He then formally declared the 
new premises open. 

Sir Davin Mitne-Wartson handed the Minister of Health a 
silver rose bowl as a memento of the occasion, at the same time 
thanking Sir Kingsley Wood for the part he had played. 

The Minister or Heatru, in acknowledging the presentation, 
thanked Sir David very much for his generous gift, which, he 
said, was a most delightful present. 


B.C.G.A. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE VISIT 





On Wednesday, March 10, Members of the Execu- 

tive Committee of the B.C.G.A., led by their 

Chairman, Mr. A. W. Smith, were the guests of 
Messrs. Electrolux at Luton. 


_ The growth of the Luton factory of Electrolux, Ltd., has 
in the true sense of the word been phenomenal. Factory 
premises comprising an area of 105,666 sq.ft. and land 
extending to 228 acres were purchased in January, 1926. 
Work was commenced with a mere handful of men and 
women, and the factory was officially opened on May 18, 
1927, by the Rt. Hon. Sir Robert Horne, G.B.E. But 
when members of the Executive Committee of the B.C.G.A. 
visited the works on Wednesday, March 10, they were 
able to inspect the largest and most up-to-date refrigerator 
factory in Europe, with an area of 487,850 sq.ft. and over 
1,600 employees. As some indication of the Company’s 
expansion at Luton it may be mentioned that in the last 
two years alone the cost of extensions has amounted to 
over £300,000. And the story does not end there, for still 
further extensions are in progress. 

‘laving inspected the magnificent new canteen, with 

ting accommodation for 600, the visitors proceeded to 

pect the factory itself. In passing it may be mentioned 
that no less than 115,000 ft. of tubing and 60 tons of sheet 
steel are used weekly. The total length of conveyors in 


Two Views of the New Continuous Enamelling Furnace in Course of Construction. 


Electrolux, Ltd. 


the factory is nearly 14 miles, and it is a point of interest 
that this huge plant was designed and is maintained by 
the Company’s own engineers. The most. significant 
figures, however, are those relating to gas, as they show 
that the gas refrigerator in the process of manufacture is 
itself an important user of gas. A yearly estimate of the 
cost of gas used for the factory is approximately £9,060 
(84 million cu.ft.). Great interest was shown by the 
members in the new continuous enamelling plant, which 
is the only one of its kind in Europe. This plant is the 
result of about twelve years’ development work in U.S.A., 
the latest improvements in design being incorporated. 
It was designed by the Ferro Enamel Corp., Cleveland, 
Ohio, and it is being constructed by the Ferro Enamel- 
ling Co. (England), Ltd., of Wombourne, Wolver 
hampton, entirely of British labour and about 95°, British 
material. The overall length is 80 ft., including the 2 ft. 
thick rear wall. The inside width is uniformly 9 ft. above 
shop floor. The height of the entrance opening is 4 ft. 
6 in. The overall width at the firing end is 15 ft. 10 in., 
including the steel frame, thereby making each side wall 
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about 4 ft. thick. A large part of this thickness is due to 
first grade high heat insulation, necessitated by the need 
for A ca and economy in operation. These walls taper 
in thickness to the entrance, where they are about a foot 
thick. The roof and bottom flooring are also well insu- 
lated. Parts to be processed in the furnace are hung on 
heat-resisting alloy hangers attached to the conveyor, each 
foot of travel passing the parts through successively higher 
and higher temperatures until the maximum of about 
860° C. is reached, at which point the enamel coating is 
fused to the iron base. It will be appreciated that this 
procedure is quite different from that employed in a 
hatch type furnace. In the continuous furnace, the tem- 
perature is increased gradually to a maximum, thereby 
giving a better finished product, substantially reducing the 
percentage of parts to be re-processed, and lowering the 
unit cost of operation. 

To the other advantages claimed for this furnace must 
be added the incorporation of accurate and positive auto- 
matie temperature control, an improved automatically 
operated damper at the stack, and a heat transfer system 
built into the furnace, which aids considerably in preheat- 
ing the cold ware and simultaneously cools the hot ware 
coming out. These features combine to make the Ferro 
continuous enamelling furnace highly efficient, remarkably 
easy to operate and maintain, and economical in perform- 
ance. The furnace will consume 50 million cu.ft. per 
annum. 


Largest Acetylene Plant in the Country. 


The tour of the works started in the unit shop; at one 
side the building-up of the condenser with its fins was 
being carried on, while on the other side what is claimed 
to be the largest acetylene welding plant in the country, 
with a capacity of 400 welding points, was in operation. 
The growing unit in its jig is carried continuously on the 
conveyor from point to point until completion. Then fol- 
lows the testing for tightness at a pressure of 850 lb. per 
sq.in by three separate individuals. Passed correct—on 
to the conveyor for dipping and drying—on to the filling 
point, where the units are exhausted of air and then 
charged with the requisite quantities of ammonia solution 
and hydrogen. The charged units are then lagged, and 
the boiler covered, and subsequently conveyed to the as- 
sembly shop. 

In the meantime great presses have been busy on the 
actnal raw materials for the cabinet itself. The pressed 
linings then pass to the wane Da: 2 se shop and the outsides 
to the Bonderizing plant. This plant in 1934 consisted of 
three tanks (now in honoured retirement), but to-day 
there exists a tremendous affair reminiscent of the engine- 
reom of a warship, which cleans the sheet metal and 
imparts to it a rust-proof surface which is very suitable as 
a groundwork for cellulose. These treated sheets then 
pass through the painting shop, with short rests for rub- 
bing down, and then away to the assembly shop. The 
rough steel linings have by this time been converted into 
porcelain linings. 

Then, finally, these sheets and linings pass to the as- 
sembly bench, where the tracks are also fed with supplies 
of units, cabinet insulation, and control details. The as- 


Gas Undertakings’ 


Heathfield. 


The report of the Directors of the Heathfield Gas Company 
for the year ended Dec. 31, 1936, states that the sale of gas 
for the year was 47,364 therms, showing an increase of 23°4 
compared with the preceding year. The balance brought for- 
ward in the profit and loss account after providing dividends 
for 1985 was £209. The net profit is £238. The balance avail- 
able for dividends is £446. The Directors recommend the de- 
claration of dividends for the year 1936 at the following rates: 
On the original ordinary shares at 6% per annum, £216, 
and on the original preference share at 79% per annum, £7. 
These dividends amount to £223, leaving a balance to be carried 
forward to the next account of £223. The erection of the new 
gasholder of 30,000 cu.ft. capacity at Horam has been com- 
pleted. During the year the 8-in. main was extended as far as 
the Oast House at Horam. The extension to Horam alone has 
added 119 new consumers. 


Horley. 


The Directors’ report for the year ended Dec. 31, 1936, on 
the working of the Horley District Gas Company states that 
after payment of dividends in respect of the half-year ended 
June 30, 1936, at the standard rates, all less income-tax, and 
providing for the fixed charges for interest, &c., the profit and 
loss account shows an available balance of £5,126. The Direc- 
tors have recommended payment of dividends in respect of 
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sembled models then pass forward to the testing and 
inspection sections, and from there on a moving rutaway 
to the finished stores, awaiting delivery to the Gas In. 
dustry. 


Belief in the Future. 


The tour of the works over, the visitors were enteri ined 
at luncheon by the Directors of Electrolux, Ltd., The 
George Hotel. The Loyal Toast having been ie ired, 
the Chairman, Sir H. A. W ernher, K.C.V.O., welcoming the 
visitors, observed that seeing was believing, and the: cfore 
hoped that the trip the visitors had made around the Elec 
trolux works would convince them of the value of refrivera 
tion. He referred to the pioneer work of the Gas Ligh 
and Coke Company in the field of refrigeration pul)licity, 
and he hoped that where that Company had sought ty 
tread others might also tread. His Company had spent a 
great deal of money on their factory and also in th pro- 
vision of large stocks of refrigerators so as to employ men 
all the year round in meeting the demands of the Industry. 
In regard to the future of ‘refrigeration they believed jy 
what they were doing, and Ke hoped that the Industry 
would do so, too. He pointed out that the London area 
were at the present time selling five times the number of 
refrigerators as the provinces, whereas in terms of popula- 
tion the provinces should be selling five times as many as 
the London area. Much could be done in the provinces, 
and he was sure that it would be done. 

Replying to Sir Harold, Mr. A. W. Smith, Executive 
Chairman of the British Commercial Gas Association, 
thanked him for the kind hospitality they had received that 
day. A common impression which had been gained by 
those who saw the organization behind the manufacture 
of the ‘ Electrolux ’’ refrigerator was that, in view of 
the capital expended and that organization, their prices 
were not at all unreasonable. Sir Harold had mentioned 
the progress of refrigeration in the London area as com- 
pared with the provinces, but although Mr. Smith was 
inclined to regard the Gas Industry as very conservative, 
he did think that there was a difference in the attitude 
of mind in London and the larger seaside towns as com- 
pared with the provinces. But refrigeration was becom- 
ing more and more of a necessity all over the country. 
Despite the optimism of which Sir Harold Wernher had 
spoken, however, he did think it would be some little time 
before inertia and competition were overcome. 

Mr. J. Sandon Stubbs, F.C.I.S., was happy to add his 
thanks to those of Mr. Smith, observing that having seen 
the factory and having been impressed with the thorough 
ness with which the ‘‘ Electrolux ’’ refrigerator was manu- 
factured, they felt they were selling something that was 
both sound and British. He was of the opinion there was 
a tremendous future for refrigeration in the provinces; 
money had been scarce in the north, but he was glad to 
say that had largely been overcome and that they were de- 
veloping a definite refrigeration complex in Liverpool. In 
conclusion, he expressed the hope that all that the Com- 
pany had imagined in the planning of their business would 
come to be fully realized so that they would reap the 
reward which was undoubtedly their due. 

Sir Harold briefly replied. 


Results 


the half-year ended Dec. 31, 1936, at the rate of 5% per annum 
on the preference stock; 10% per annum on - “A” capital 
stock, and 7% per annum on the additional ‘ ’ capital stock 
(all less income-tax), which absorb the sum a £2,187, leaving 
a balance of £2,939 to be carried forward to the next account. 
Sales of gas show an increase of over 6%, the increase on last 
year being £1,670. Receipts for sale of coke were increased by 
£161. 


Ilfracombe. 


The Directors’ report on the working of the Ilfracombe Gas 
Company for the year ended Dec. 31, 1936, states that the —_ 
and loss account shows an available balance of £2,890 after 
paying an interim dividend of £2 10s.% on the preference stock, 
and £3 5s.% on the consolidated ordinary stock. The Directors 
recommend a further payment of £2 10s.% on the preference 
stock, and £3 5s.% on the consolidated ordinary stock. Ther 
has been an increase in gas consumption during the past year 
of 417%, and the number of consumers and of gas applianc: 
has also increased. The Company’s mains have been extend 
to the village of Berrynarbor, and are already supplying gas |: 
the occupants of houses abutting on its road approaches. The 
Directors have completed the scheme of superannuation for t! 
benefit of the members of the Company’s staff and employers 
referred to in their last report, and such scheme is now in fu! 
operation. 
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Northwich. 


The report of the Directors of the Northwich Gas Company 
for the year ended Dec. 81, 1986, states that the sales of gas 
for the year were very satisfactory, 107,413,000 cu.ft. (537,065 
therms) being sold, an increase of 2.613,000 cu.ft. (138,065 
therms) or 2°48% Additional apparatus have been fixed during 
the year—namely, 280 cookers, 189 boilers, 65 fires, 15 water 
heaters, 19 radiators, &c. New mains and services have been 
laid in the urban and rural districts of Northwich. The 
revenue account shows a profit of £6,341, and after payment of 
interim dividends and interest on loans, ‘there is with the addi- 
tion of the balance brought forward a disposable balance of 
£4,368. The Directors recommend that a dividend be paid at 
the rate of 4° per annum on the preference shares (free of 
income-tax) 5% per annum on the preference stock (less income 
tax) and 6% per annum on the ordinary stock (less income-tax) 
which will absorb £2,239, making maximum dividends for the 
whole year, transfer to waterless holder suspense account, £250, 
leaving a balance of £1,879 to be carried forward. 


Oxford. 


The Directors of the Oxford and District Gas Company recom 
mended in their report the payment of dividends for the half- 
year ended Dec. 31, 1936, at the full nominal rates per annum 
on the 5% and 4$°% preference stocks, and the 6% redeemable 
preference stock respectively; ; and at the rate of 10°) per annum 
on the consolidated ordinary stock; all less income- -tax. These 
payments, with the interim dividends on the 5% _ preference 
stock, 44% preference stock (1st and 2nd Issues), 6% redeem- 
able preference stock and ccnsolidated ordinary ak paid for 
the half-year ended June 30, 1936, make 5%, 43%, 6%, and 109 
respectively, for the whole year; and in “the case of the ard 
Issue of the . rue stock, with the interim dividend, 
4°, from May 1, 1936. The Directors have again to report a 
satisfactory increase in the consumption of gas during the year; 
also that the demand for all types of gas appliances continues 
good. During the year a commencement has been made in 
supplying gas in bulk to the hapaanenanen Power Syndicate, Ltd. 


Penistone. 


The gas suld by the Penistone and District Gas Company 
during the year has been 112,151 therms—an increase of 5,866 
therms, or 5°229 The profits for the year amount to £803, 
which, with the balance brought forward from the previous 
year, makes a total of £921. The dividend paid or pay- 
able on preference shares (less tax) is £274, and an interim 
dividend was paid on the ordinary shares for the June half- 
year at the rate of 7% per annum, which, less tax, amounted to 
£266. From the balance remaining, the Directors recommend 
that a dividend be paid for the December half-year at the rate 
of 7% per annum, which, less tax, will absorb £266, and leave 
£112 to be carried forward. 


Ramsbottom (United Kingdom). 


Ramsbottom (Lancs.) Gas Company reports that the sales of 
gas appliances for the half-year ended Dec. 31, 1936, have been 
greater than ever. During the year the price of coal had in 
creased and wages had been. advanced, but certain economies 
had been affected, which in some measure counterbalanced 
these increases, and the Company therefore have found it un- 
necessary to increase the price of gas to meet these extra 
charges. The usual dividends of 10% and 7% have been 
declared. 


Sheppy (South-Eastern). 


The report of the Directors of the Sheppy Gas Company for 
the vear shows that, after paying in respect of the first half-year 
dividends at the rate of per annum on the ‘‘A”’ prefer 
ence shares; £5 5s.°% per annum on the consolidated ordinary 
stock; and £6°) per annum on the preference stock, there is a 
total available balance of £7,373, out of which the Directors 
recommend the payment of the following dividends in respect 
of the second half-year, viz.: On the ‘‘ A” preference shares 
at the rate of £4°5 per annum; on the consolidated ordinary 
stock at the rate of £5 5s.% per annum; and on the preference 
stock at the rate of £6°4 per annum; less income-tax in each 
case, which will absorb the sum of £2,165, leaving £5,208 to be 
carried forward to the credit of the current year. The sale of 
gas during the past year shows an increase of 3°09 over that 
= the previous year. There has been an addition for the year 

the number of consumers of 279. 


Shotley Bridge and Consett. 


Increases in several departments were features of the annual 
report of the Directors of the Shotley Bridge and Consett Dis 
trict Gas Company, and despite the higher price of coal, which 
necessitated the price of gas being raised, sales of gas had in 
creased by 3°8°% during 1936. The increased number of con 
sumers has fully justified the Company’s extensions of mains to 
( asticaide. Revenue from coke shows an increase of £1,158 over 
that in 1985 and revenue from tar has increased by £42. For 
the purposes of extension of business, application had been 
made to the Board of Trade for increased borrowing — rs. 
The dividend on the consolidated stock at the rate of 5% per 

inum has been approved. 





Sittingbourne (South-Eastern). 


The report of the Directors of the Sittingbourne District Gas 
Company for the year ended Dec. 381, 1936, states that the ac- 
counts of the Company show that after paying, in respect of 
the first half-year, dividends at the rate of £7 10s.% per annum 
on the original ordinary shares, £5 5s.% per annum on the 
additional ‘ordinary shares; and after provision for interest, 
income-tax, &c., there is a total available balance of £10,649, 
out of which the Directors recommend the payment (less 
income-tax) of the following dividends in respect of the second 
half-year—viz., on the original ordinary shares at the rate of 
£7 10s.% per annum and on the additional ordinary shares at 
the rate of £5 5s.°% per annum, which will absorb the sum of 
£1,703 leaving £8,946 to be carried forward to the credit of the 
current year. 


Swansea. 

The report of the Directors of the Swansea Gas Light Com- 
pany for the year ended Dec. 31, 1936, states that the Directors 
recommend the payment of a dividend of 53°, per annum for 
the year ended Dec. 31, 1936, on the redeemable preference 
stock of the Company, of which an interim dividend at the 
rate of 53°, per annum for the half-year ended June 30, 1936, 
has already been paid. The Directors also recommend the 
declaration and payment of a dividend of 5% per annum for 
the year ended Dec. 31, 1936, on the ordinary stock of the 
Company, of which an interim dividend at the rate of 5% per 
annum for the half-year ended June 30, 1936, has already been 
paid. Of the 6$°% redeemable debenture stock issued in 1922, 
£94,000 was converted into 34% redeemable debenture stock in 
1935; the remaining £106,000 is due for redemption on June 30, 
1937, when the Directors confidently anticipate being again 
able to replace the stock on advantageous terms. 


Swindon. 

The Swindon United Gas Company report that in 1936 the 
undertaking has broken all records in every department of its 
activities. During the year some 543 new and additional con 
sumers had been added to the Company’s books, bringing the 
total up to 19,721. The balance standing to the credit of the 
profit and loss account amounted to £14,714, and the Directors 
have recommended an increase of 4° in the ordinary dividend, 
making it 6%. The consumption “of gas had increased by 61 
million cu.ft., or 20°7 Further concessions had again been 
made to consumers. The total reductions in the price of gas 
during the last five years had cost the Company over £15,000, 
or more than was distributed by way of dividends. The Direc 
tors have inaugurated a superannuation fund for the whole of 
the staff and workmen, providing liberal pensions for all at 65 
years of age, with a special! provision for existing old servants. 


Weston-super-Mare. 

The sales of gas by the Weston-super-Mare and District Gas 
Company amounted to 523 million cu.ft., which represents an 
increase of 465° over the previous year. The Directors re 
commend the payment of 5° dividend on the consolidated 
ordinary stock; 69% on the 6% redeemable preference stock; 
4°% on the 4% preference stock; and 5°, on the 5% preference 
stock, for the half-year ended Dec. 31, 1936, all Fei income-tax. 
The construction of the carbonizing plant and other machinery 
to replace existing plant is proceeding satisfactorily. The lay- 
ing of new mains to connect the Burnham and Highbridge 
districts with Weston is in hand. 


Windsor. 


The Directors’ report on the workings of the Windsor Royal 
Gaslight Company for the year ended Dee. 31, 1936, states that 
interim dividends were paid at the basic rates in September 
last, and after providing for these and for interest and other 
charges there remains a balance of £9,110 available for divi 
dends. The Directors recommend the payment of a final 
dividend of £2 10s.% on the ** P ” shares, £7 10s.°%% on the “O” 
shares, and £5 5s. on the **N”’ shares, making total divi 
dends for the year of £5°%, £12 10s.%, and £8 15s. respec 
tively. This will absorb the sum of £3,703 and leave a balance 
of £5,407 to be carried forward. During the year the 
premises in Victoria Street have been altered, new offices being 
provided, with a commodious and up-to-date showroom, where 
all the latest types of domestic gas appliances may be viewed in 
comfort. This has already proved very popular. The sales of 
gas show an increase of over 3°, and the Company has been 
again very busy in supplying refrigerators, cookers, fires, and 
hot water apparatus. 


York (United Kingdom). 

The Directors’ report of the York Gas Company for the year 
ended Dec. 31, 1936, states that the profit for the year amounts 
to £21,645, to which has to be added the balance of net revenue 
brought forward from last year, £9,014, grants received from 
H.M. Treasury under Development (Loan Guarantees and 
Grants) Act, 1929, and interest from investments, making a 
total to the credit of profit and loss (net revenue) account of 

£31,309. After deductions in respect of interim dividends, 
interest on debentures, and amounts written off capital account, 
there remains a balance of £18,943, out of which the Directors 
recommended the payment of balance dividends as follows: On 
£50,000 ** A’ preference stock at £2°, (making £4°, for the 
year), less tax, and on £370,000 consolidated ordinary stock at 
£3°, (making £5°% for the year), less tax, leaving a balance of 
net revenue to be carried forward of £9,717. The quantity of 
gas accounted for during the year was 4,710,261 therms. 

(Continued on p. 737.) 





occupying the chair at the outset. 


Opening the proceedings, the Hon. Secretary (Mr. 


J. EL. 
Paterson, of Ludlow) read the minutes ot the previous 
meeting, which were duly confirmed and _ signed, after 
which the President submitted the annual report and state- 
ment of accounts for the year 1936. He pointed out that 
the latter showed a balance of £10 in excess of that of the 
previous year, which was eminently satisfactory. 

Mr. H. Davies (Chesterfield) seconded the resolution for 
the adoption of the report and accounts, and Mr. J. H. 
WaINwWRIGHT (Halesowen)—one of the Auditors—congratu- 
lated Mr. Paterson upon the manner in which the accounts 
had been kept; the Auditors, he said, had had no trouble 
at all in certifying them as correct. 

The resolution was then put to the meeting and carried 
unanimously. 


Report of Commercial Section. 


In the absence of the Chairman of the Section, Mr. R. 
S. KamspEN (Leamington), the Vice-Chairman, submitted 
the report of the Midland Commercial Association, In the 
first place, he congratulated the Association on the tact 
that one of their members, Mr. A. W. Smith (Generai 
Manager and Secretary of the Birmingham Corporation 
Gas Department) had been appointed Executive Chairman 
of the B.C.G.A. This appointment was a great pleasure to 
all Midlanders. As regards the Commercial Association 
report, continued Mr. Ramsden, those of them who were 
members would already know all about it, and he did not 
propose to deal with it in detail. The membership of vs 
Section was 74 out of a total membership of the Midland 
Association of 106; they would like those remaining 32 
members to join the Commercial Association in order that 
they might have the benefit of their experience. 

One of the most important matters before the Commer- 
cial Association, went on Mr. Ramsden, was the proposed 
formation of a Midland Counties Coke Association on the 
lines of that operating in the London District. It appeared 
that there were some two hundred gas undertakings in the 
MidJands, and for any coke selling organization to be 
successful they must have 100%, membership. That meant 
they needed the support not only of those 32 members of 
the Association who were outside the Commercial Section 
but also the other hundred gas undertakings—-whom they 
wanted to join one or both of the bodies. The report also 
dealt with various matters discussed during the year; they 
had had an interesting address from Mr. W. L. Boon, 
Manager of the L.C.C.A., who had given them some useful 
details showing the trend of coke prices, &c. The Section 
particularly appealed for increased membership, added Mr. 
Ramsden. 

Another important matter which was before the Com- 
mercial Association at the present time was the question 
of coal and the continuation or otherwise of the voluntary 
contribution of Is. per ton on the balance of their con- 
tracts still to be delivered and on the new contracts to be 
made. A special meeting of the Section was to be held at 
the Grand Hotel, Birmingham, at 11.30 a.m. on March 18 
to deal with this matter, and Mr. Ramsden was taking the 
responsibility of inviting all members of the Midland Asso- 
ciation to attend that meeting to give them the benefit of 
thei ‘Ir expe rience with a view to getting some united 
opinions on this matter. 

{n addition to coal and coke, the Commercial Section 
nad discussed many other topics, and their meetings were 
particularly valuable in circulating information wpon any 
subject in connection with which a member might desire 
information. The financial position of the Section was 
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sound, In comlusion, Mr. Ramsden said he had much 
pik asure in submitting the report for approval. 

The resolution Wits seconded by Mr. F. C. Briaes (Dud 
ley}, and, in putting it to the meeting, the Presipenr em 
phasized the inaporti.nce of the following Thursday’: 
meeting, 


The Midland Education Committee. 


Mr. F. C. Briccs submitted the report of the Midland 
District Education Committee, which, he observed, formed 
a very essential link in the Education Scheme. The results 
could be seen in the list of Certificates which had been 
presented to successful students in the Midland area. Thi 
Committee was a very valuable point of meeting between 
the local representatives of the Gas Education Scheme and 
the heads of technical colleges; the Head of the Birmine 
ham Technical College now sat on the Committee. — The 
Midland Association should feel proud of their part in the 
Education Scheme, because there were three of their mem 
bers who were me mbe ‘rs of the Gas Education Committee. 

There had of late been a considerable amount of criticism 


of the examination questions, went on Mr. Briggs, as to 
whether they adequately expressed what was in the ex 
aminers’ minds—and whether they were fair questions. 


The Midland Junior Gas Association had passed a resolu 
tion in that connection, and the Education Committee took 
the trouble to study the matter in detail and sent a report 
to the main Committee drawing attention to the words in 
which certain questions were framed. As a result of this 
action, a moderator had been appointed to look into the 
auestions in the examination which was shortly to be held; 
this moderator was not a Gas Engineer. In the future, 
therefore, greater endeavour would be made to avoid an) 
ambiguity in the examination questions and to ensure that 
they came within the scope of the syllabus. Mr. Briggs 
stressed the importance of the work of the Midland Dis 
trict Education Committee—work which was of immense 
help in the Institution’s efforts to educate the young men 
who were to follow after them. There was one matter to 
which he wished to refer—namely, that the Birmingham 
Technical College had a short while ago appealed for £200 
for the provision of a new laboratory. A considerab' 
number of gas students used the College’s laboratory, and 
it had been decided to make an appeal for subscriptions 


from Gas Engineers in the Midlands district whose 
students took advantage of the College facilities. In the 


meantime, however, Mr. A. W. Smith had come along with 
an offer from his Committee to pay the whole cost, and Mr. 
Briges proposed that the Midland Association send a vote 
of thanks to the Birmineham Gas Committee for this 
generous subscription to the Technical Colle ge. 

The PRESIDENT voiced the meeting’s appreciation to ~. 
Rriggs for the report, which Mr. H. Davies seconded, 
the same time heartilv endorsing the exvression of thai ks 
to the Birmineham Gas Company for their generosity. 

Mr. A. W. Smiru briefly acknowledged the vote. 

The Prestpent thereafter proposed that Mr. H. Davies 
he appointed the representative of the Association on ihe 
Council of The Institution of Gas Engineers. This was 
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(Shrewsbury) and 





secon by Mr. C. M. D. Betton 
manimously agreed, 

On the proposition of the PresipENt, seconded by Mr. F. 
<G (Stratford-on-Avon), the following members 









SHEWR! 
were appointed to represent the Association on the Mid- 
land District Education Committee—namely, Messrs. H. 
Javies oe F, Davies (Walsall), F. C. Briggs 
(Dudley), and W. G. S. Cranmer (Willenhall). 





Mr. William Charles ‘Li ivine (Manager of the Bromyard 
ht and Power Company, Ltd.) was elected to mem- 
Association, and was welcomed by the 
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ershiy of the 
Preside it. 








The New President. 


Col. EUNSON said that the last duty he had to perform 
in completing his year of oflice was to invest his successor. 
Mr. H. Davies, as they knew, had been unanimously elected 
President of the Association for the ensuing year, and he 
was sure they all felt gratified that he had consented to 
«cept this office. Under him the Association would go on 
md prosper. Col. Eunson had much pleasure in asking 
Mr. Davies to take the chair, at the same time handing 
President’s badge and wishing him a very happy 











him the 
year. 
Mr. H. Davies, on taking the Presidential chair, ob- 
wryed that his first duty was to propose a cordial vote of 
thanks to Col. Kunson for the work he had done during the 
past twelve months. They had had interesting, 







a very 













Lereatly appreciate the honour which you have conferred 
upon me, and on the town of my adoption, in electing me 
as your resident for the ensuing year. When I recall the 
names of so many eminent gentlemen of my protession whvu 
have been associated with this position, 1 admit a teeling 
of pride in thus being linked witn them. With the support 
of the members, LI shall endeavour to see that this contid- 
ence is not misplaced. 

In my earlier years, I was working upon some plans in 
course of preparation for the erection of a new Gas-Works 
for the Gas Company with whom I was then engaged. The 
expenditure was naturally a matter of no little concern to 
the Directors, and my Chief was empowered to consult an 
eminent engineer respecting the scheme. The visit was 
arranged, and the consultant asked for a scale plan of the 
site, showing the adjacent roads, &c. He also asked that 
little blocks of paper, cut out, marked, and representing 
the different parts of the Works, to the same scale, should 
be prepared. The plans, upon which I had spent so much 
time, were at first ignored entirely; the little blocks of 
paper on the blank site occupied the consultant’s atten- 
tion, and mine too, I can assure you. When he was satis 
fied with his positioning, he said: ‘‘ Now we will have a 
look at your lay-out.’ I have the same feeling of pride in 
my profession now as I had on that occasion. 

Most of us set up standards or yardsticks upon which 
the results of our efforts may be judged, and although 
many of us fall short of the ideals presented to us in the 
different undertakings, by continual exploration we are 
rewarded. 

It is my practice to run carefully through the annual 
publications of the analysis of Gas U ndertakings’ Accounts, 
underlining the figures which are outstanding from the 
economic point of view. A close study of the ways and 
means by which these figures are obtained is interesting 
and instructive. Doubtless many of my colleagues adopt 
this practice, but I have never heard the subiect discussed, 
and | am sure this would be informative, and might result 
in more uniformity of expression in these figures and so 
enhance their value. I know the Publishers make great 





























com pi irison, and I should like here to pay a tribute to their 
work: but I am sure they would say: ‘‘ Well, it is up to 
yor praia adres to make the information more useful, and 
to use it.’ 

a thinking over what I might say to you, I feel that I 
have not much on the engineering side that is not within 
the experience of most of you, but I was reminded that in 
19:19 the Chesterfield oe Undertaking, which I have the 
to control, had : 
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and this growth is likely he further accelerated in the 
near future, 

{ should like to tell you briefly how this demand has been 
occasioned and met within my experience. In 1919, most 


of the gas required by the Undertaking was produced in 











Presidential Address 
of Harold Davies, M.Inst.Gas E., Chesterfield 


efforts to obtain a reasonable uniformity for purposes of 


gas output of 220 million cu.ft., 
whereas the current ak output is over 600 million cu.ft.. 
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instructive, and enjoyable year; their visit to Northampton 
would be long remembered by all, and the hospitality they 
enjoyed on that occasion was outstanding. ‘Vhey greatly 
appreciated all that Col. Eunson had done during a very 
pleasant year of office, as a reminder of which he had great 
pleasure in handing him a replica of the President’s 
medallion. 

Col, MUNSON, in acknowledging the presentation, said 
that 1t would always be a reminder of a very happy year 
of ofhce. tiis Chairman had asked him to express to the 
Association the great pleasure it gave the Directors of the 
Northampton Company to see so good a gathering on the 
occasion of their visit. Col. Kunson would always look 
back upon his year of office with pride, because he came 
into the Midland Association rather late in life, and to be 
able to reach the Presidential chair through their kindness 
was very gratitying to him. He would continue to do what 
he could in the future to help on the Association in every 
way possible. 

mr. Davies next referred with very great pleasure to 
the presence of Alderman George Clark (Chairman of the 
Chesterfield Gas Committee), Mr. S. E. Whitehead (Presi- 
dent of the Southern Association of Gas Engineers and 
Managers), Mr. C. R. Fowler (President of the Eastern 
Counties Gas Engineers’ and Managers’ Association), and 
Mr. F. A. Jenkins (President of the Midland Junior Gas 
Association). He extended to each of them a cordial 
welcome. 











inclined retorts, and a little was received from Grassmoor 
coke ovens, direct into a gas main supplying the needs ol 
a small village, at the extreme end ot our distribution 
system; and 1 telt that sooner rather than later, the whole 
system both of production and distribution, would have to 
be drastically overhauled. ‘The Undertaking was then 
under the control of the Chesterfield Gas and Water Board, 
consisting of representatives of the Chestertield Corporation 
and two neighvouring authorities, into whose area both 
gas and water was distributed; and I was aware that, in 
a very short time, the Corporation would be seeking powers 
for Borough extensions, which would eventually bring these 
neighbouring authorities mostly, if not entirely, within the 
control of the Corporation, and so my plans had to be laid 
with this eventuality. This happened in 1921; when the 
Whittington area, which was supplied with gas by the 
W hittington Gas Company, was brought into the Borough. 
It was not desirable for two gas undertakings to be sup- 
plying gas in the same area, so the Whittington Gas Com- 
pany’s undertaking was purchased and joined to that of 
Chesterfield. In 1923 the Corporation’s limits of gas supply 
were scheduled in their Act of that year, consolidating all 
powers. 

Naturally, one had to look ahead, and I visualized large 
de -velopments in the town, which included some extensive 
Corporation housing schemes, the sites of which had been 
selected, and this decided my programme. 


Distribution Problems. 


I tackled the distribution problem first, and commenced 
laying direct from the Chesterfield Works, leading trunk 
mains in the directions where property was most likely to 
be erected, the whole of the gas mains, including the new 
mains, being coupled to one 24 in. diameter and one 18 in. 
diameter station governors, with leading mains of the same 
diameters, supplying two areas. IL should mention. 
here that some of the new mains already spoken of were 
laid in the direction of Grassmoor village, which is ad- 
jacent to the coke ovens, and as this had an important 
bearing on the development of gas supply in Chesterfield, 
I will ask you to remember this, so that I may return to it 
a little later. 

It was decided to shut down the Whittington Works, 
and, subsequently, a steel main of 8 in. diameter was laid 
to convey gas between the Chesterfield and Whittington 
Works, and an automatic valve controlled the inlet supply 
to the largest of three holders at these Works, which 
henceforth would be used as a supplemental distribution 
station. This main can be put under pressure from the 
hoosters at Chesterfield Works, but up to the present the 
holders ai Chesterfield with their larger pressures have pro- 
vided all the supplies needed along this main, which inei- 
dentally also feeds, through a 6 in. district governor, into 
an area where building operations have been extensive, 
thus obviating the necessity of any serious enlargement 











GAS JOURNAL 
March 17. 1937 












Watron \.* 
—ppotves Quercy Poon DAgy. 


Pea 














\ " - 
| ns 


a Hf a NNN, 


ome Pore Boundary 





1 ge 
‘ 
; 


{ * 
4 












Pm an o 
. 
aif AREA ve GAS SuPPLY 


CuesTeRMeLdy CoRPoRATION 














of arterial mains to this district. It also supplies in bulk 
to the Sheepbridge Coal and Iron Company, Ltd., whose 
gas making plant has only this year been closed down. 

At a later date, a 6 in. diameter steel main was laid from 
the Chesterfield Works along the L.M.S. Railway sidings to 
the opposite side of the town, this being connected to the 
main leading in the direction of Bolsover, to which place 
it was eventually coupled, and a bulk supply provided to 
the Bolsover Gas Company, which enabled that Company 
to cease manufacturing operations. The same main pro- 
vided a supply of gas into the gasholder of the L.M.S. 
nomena Company, ka gas making plant was also closed 
down. 


Reconstruction of Gas-Making Plant. 


These were some of the more important mains, which 
would ensure adequate supplies of gas to developing areas, 
and in the meantime the demand for gas was steadily 
growing, and it was felt that the time was opportune to 
commence the reconstruction of the gas-making plant; the 
cost of material and labour had iinseealiee fallen, and in 
consequence the expenditure involved became an economic 
proposition. 

The carbonizing plant at this time consisted of two 
benches each of six beds of seven inclined retorts, in not 
too good condition, and a decision had to be made as to 
the type of carbonizing plant to take their place. Being 
situated, as Chesterfield is, on the fringe of the Derbyshire 
coalfield, one had to consider what class of fuel was avail- 
able for gas making to give the most economic production. 
At that time, washed smalls and slack of fairly good gas 
making quality were abundant at comparatively low 
prices, and as, in my opinion, horizontal retorts were most 
effective for carbonizing such fuel, I recommended my 
Committee to install six beds of ten, 24 in. by 18 in. section 
silica horizontal retorts, with machinery, and the work was 
completed for the autumn of 1924. The plant has been 
well maintained and continues to give good service, with 
most of the year working two 8-hour shifts per 24 hours, 
each shift consisting of two stokers and one telpher man; 
and one foreman each 8 hours of the day who takes charge 
and operates the stoking machinery. These men do all the 
retort house work, except in the peak of winter, when an 
additional shift of three men is introduced and operations 
carried on regularly each two hours without a break. 

The coke is conveyed by telpher to a movable grading 
plant running on lines for the whole length of the 
storage hoppers, which are of reinforced concrete and of 
rather peculiar construction. They are divided into four 
sections longitudinally, the two outer sections receive the 
screened coke, and each of the inner sections the breeze 
and nuts, the sections being proportioned to receive the 
average production of the respective sizes, without the in- 
tervention of any special cutting or such like plant. Six 
central outlet slides are provided beneath each hopper for 
loading into trucks or lorries. 








Government Enquiry. 


The capital expenditure upon carbonizing plant was only 
sanctioned after a Local Government Enquiry, at which 
it was sought to prevent the Corporation laying down this 
plant, suggesting that coke oven gas was available, and the 
price mentioned for such supplies was Is. 6d. per 1,000 
cu.ft., which figure was subsequently reduced to 1s. Need- 
less to say, no case could be made out at this price for the 
relinquishing of gas-making by the Corporation. 

Condensers, exhausters, washers, and scrubbers were 
erected in 1925, all of 2 million cu.ft. per day capacity, 
and a 2 million cu.ft. three-lift spirally-guided gasholder 
in steel tank in 1926, and a calcium chloride gas drying 
plant, with naphthalene and nzole plant, in 1931. 

This briefly describes the more important work carried 
out on the gas manufacturing side, and I should now like 
to return to 1920, and explain what was happening at that 
time to the coke oven gas supplies. The price being paid 
for this gas was Is. 6d. per 1,000 cu.ft., and for the time 
being the small supply up to 50,000 cu.ft. per day had 
served a useful purpose, but was in 1923 no longer a neces- 
sity, seeing that mains had been laid which would give all 
areas an efficient supply of gas through our’ works 
governors. 

The Coking Company were informed that the Corporation 
could no longer afford to pay the price for this gas, with 
the result that an offer was made to the Corporation to 
supply a minimum of 300,000 cu.ft. of purified gas of 480 
B.Th.U. quality daily at 1s. per 1,000 cu.ft., with a sliding 
scale downwards of 3d. per 1,000 cu.ft. for every Is. reduc- 
tion in sereened gas coal prices, and any incre ased qu: untity 
of gas above the minimum which the Corporation required 
was to be supplied at the same price by mutual arrangement 
between the Coke Oven Manager and the Corporation's 
Gas Engineer, and as it was considered desirable to con 
tinue this business connection, an agreement was entered 
into. A wet station meter was fixed, and a 6 in. screwed 
and socketed wrought-iron pipe laid from the ovens, an: 
connected to the mains which I have previously mentioned 
as having been laid in the direction of Grassmoor, and 
purified gas, in the volumes as ordered, was passed dire ct 
into the town distribution system as a supplemental supply. 
This arrangement operated until 1930, but could not be 
considered a very satisfactory method, and on the districts 
where this gas happened to circulate, frequent complaints 
were received, with the result that the Coking Company 
was again approached, and a further agreement entered 
into, providing for increased supplies of a more regula! 
quality at 83d. per 1,000 cu.ft. purified, to be measure! 
by a Kents shunt type meter. The gas mains between tl: 
central Gas-Works and the Coke Ovens were disconnecte:|! 
from the low-pressure supply and isolated to bring the 
gas from the ovens to the gasholders; a district governo: 
and short lengths of main were connected to provide Gras 
moor village, with its low-pressure gas supply, and othe: 
governors connected on the way to the Gas-Works for thc 
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purpose Of boosting supplies to certain districts on the 
low-pressure mains, one of these being of the automatic 
type, clock controlled, for the purpose of boosting supplies 
during the daily cooking load period. 


Development of Load. 


Four schools on the route are now supplied with gas 
direct off this main for central heating purposes, and the 
t industrial load of the Chesterfield Tube Company, 
Ltd., of 35,000 cu.ft. per hour and 600,000 cu.ft. per day, 
also given direct, off this main. Upon this latter load com- 
mencing in 1934, a new agreement was entered into with 
the Coke Ovens, for the supply of a minimum of 500,000 
cu.ft. daily in the months April to September, and 700,000 
cu.ft. daily from October to March (subsequently increased 
by 200,000 cu.ft. daily), at the price of 6d. per 1,000 cu.ft. 
perified, and the 6 in. wrought-iron screwed and socketed 
main, laid in 1923, and previously mentioned, was taken 
out in excellent condition and replaced with a 12 in. steel 
main. In addition, a further length of 12 in. steel main 
was laid for carrying this gas and to serve as a feeder at 
a later date to a district which is developing. 

The coke ovens were reconstructed in 1935-6, along with 
purifiers, boosters, Connersville meter, &c., and a very 
efficient and regular supply of gas has been provided. Our 
require te are met up to a maximum of 1,300,000 cu.ft. 
per day. I should like here to say a few words about the 
economies of coke oven gas, a subject which in recent years 
must have received considerable thought by Gas Engineers 
in districts where coke oven gas is available. 


present 


Economics of Coke Oven Gas Supply. 


Let me say at the outset that the problem cannot be 
looked at from a common angle, and I can only give you 
the results of our investigations into the subject in Chester- 
field in 1930. 

Consideration had to be given to two sources of supply, 
the conditions attached to which involved the closing down 
of gas manufacturing plant at Chesterfield Gas-Works, while 
a third source offe red a partial supply only. There being 
no engineering difficulties in the way, the problem was 
therefore a financial one. The gas offered was to be puri- 
fed and measured at the ovens, and delivered at such 
pressure, not exceeding 15 lb. per sq. in., as would ensure 
the flow of the volume required into gasholders at the 
Chesterfield Gas-Works. The size of pipe to be laid was 
in each case 12 in. diameter, and the estimated cost included 
double wrapped and coated { in. thick steel, with either 
welded joints or long sleeve sockets, laid with 2 ft. 6 in. of 
cover, and all reinstatement and wayleaves. 

Figures were taken out and estimates prepared for 
financial comparisons, and the figures of the cost of gas 
manufactured at Chesterfield Gas-Works included all pro- 
duction costs, with maintenance costs of all plant up to 
the inlet of gasholders. Capital charges were ignored, as 
these would continue to be borne whether the plant con- 
tinued in use or not. In the closing down of the gas manu- 
facturing plant, compensation to men in established posts 
under the Superannuation Act, whose positions would be 
dispensed with if full economies were to result, was calcu- 
lated as provided for in the Act. Reasonable stand-by 
plant was considered desirable, and was met by estimating 
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the cost of carburetted water gas plant to produce 1} mil- 
lion cu.ft. per day. As some portion of the mains which 
were then in use carrying the smaller quantity of coke oven 
gas would have to be discarded, the capital value must he 
written off forthwith, and this item is consequently allowed 
or. 


The figures will doubtless be interesting and prove that 
in circumstances where capital expenditure is involved in 
the provision of new or additional manufacturing plant, the 
taking of supplies of coke oven gas, if within a reasonable 
distance, is an economic proposition, if procurable at the 
figures I have quoted and over a re asonably long period of 
years. 


The Future. 


What the position is likely to be in the future it is diffi- 
cult to foretell, but so long as the iron and steel industry 
require coke, its production will be accompanied by a 
gaseous output, which up to the present has been best 
marketed by the Gas Industry. Will this continue? In 
the light of present knowledge, who can say? 

We who are taking coke oven gas may have to start again 
producing, but it will not be in old plant which was dis 
carded, and more than likely it may not be even on the 
lines of present day practice, and we may be producing 
also for different purposes. With the knowledge which is 
coming to us of the production of liquid hydrocarbon pro 
ducts from gases, and of their vital necessity in the econo- 
mics and safety of the country, the Gas Industry must, and 
will, be prepared to develop such processes as prove of 
practical and economic value. 

I should like now to follow the lines upon which our 
sales have been proceeding. In 1927, the Corporation, who 
own both the Gas and Electricity Undertakings, decided 
that the domestic lighting load should be developed by 
electricity through the hired wiring scheme, and every op- 
portunity has been given for the “accomplishment of this 
end, with the result that gas has largely been discontinued 
for the purpose. This load on the domestic side has partly 
been replaced by heating and cooking and additional con- 
sumers. The average consumption per meter is as follows: 


’ Consu tion per Me 
Number of Meters onsumption per Meter in 


Therms. 
Slot. Ordinary Slot Ordinary 
1936 . ; 14,821 4,047 50 350 
1927 13,057 4,099 75 209 


These figures are hardly comparable, as in the earlier 
period there was a differential charge for cooking and 
heating which necessitated two meters in many premises, 
whereas in 1928 the block system of charge was adopted, 
one meter only being now necessary for each premises. I 
have, however, no figures of the number of houses occupied 
within our area of supply in the year 1927; also the coal 
strike of 1926 caused a heavy increase, especially in slot 
meter consumptions. 

I cannot therefore make the comparison on an equal basis, 


Statement of Comparative Costs of Gas Manufacture and Bulk Supply. 








Cost of Gas Cost of Bulk Supply of Coke Oven Gas. Partial Supply of Coke Oven Gas 
Bae ot ul Producing at is - 
. . Gas-Works : 
Bulk Supply. Per 1,000 Cu.Ft 
— Cc Per1,000 
Per 1,000 Per 1,000 Cu.Ft 
Cu.Ft Cu.Ft. A B 
d d | d 
1. Coal 7°83 12°75 1. Gas (purified at ovens). 6°00 6°25 1. Cost of purified gas_. 7°375 
Less residuals 5°61 9 14 2. Loan charges on main 
(15 years) 0°63 0°67 
2°22 31 3. Loan charges on stand. 2. Loan charges on main 1° 890 
2. Wages, & 2°O! 3°29 by plant (15 years). . 0°66 0°66 
Bulk supply 3°28 7 4. Compensation to dis- | : 
j. Purification O°17 0°28 placed workmen . ., 0°57 | 0°57 | 3: Extra cost involved in 
5. Repairs to retorts, A&« o'4! 0°66 —__—_|-—__—— producing the balance 
5. 7°36 | 8°35 of our requirements at 
6, S*o09g 7°84 6. Repair and maintenance gas-works 0° y50 
7. Repair and maintenance of works 1°86 1°86 ee : 
of works other than ——|__| 4. Total cost of gas de 
carbonizing plant 1°86 3°03 7. Cost after 3 years 9°72 10°O! livered at a point 33 
8. Writing down of super miles from Chester- 
seded mains (3 years) o' 84 0°84 field works, where it 
: — |——— would join the Grass- 
8 9°95 10°37 9 Cost for first 3 years 5 10°56 10°85 moor main . . ° 10°215 


Calculated Calculated 
upon the upon the 
total output gas actually 
produced in 
1929-30 





but like most other undertakings, there has doubtless been 
a decrease in the average gas consumption per household, 
in spite of our intensive selling organization, Chestertield 
is the centre of a large colliery district, and to some extent 
the field of our eee ations on the domestic side is limited 
by the large amount of so-called ** free ’’ coal distributed 
to the miners, and the opportunity which is afforded by 
the local pits for the purchase of cheap solid fuel. More 
particularly are we hampered in this respect by the atti 
iude taken up by the ruling authorities, within our area 
of supply, but outside the Borough of Chesterfield, where 
it is claimed that houses erected for colliery employees 
receiving so-called free coal should not be equipped for the 
use of gas. 

Our present Block System of charge is: 

First 10 therms per quarter 10 

Next 90 58 9 7‘ 


per therm 


| All less 5% for 
| prompt payment 


400 ‘ aie od 


24,000 


1. 
1 
} 
500 , : d, 
4d 
d 


4 > ae 
All over 25,000 


Alternatively : 


purposes : 


Two-part system of charge for household 


Fixed charge 10s. per quarter, 
Sd. per therm for all gas consumed. 

These charges are applicable to all supplies with the 
exception of central heating, where the fixed charge is 4d. 
per therm less 5°, and in two other instances where the 
demand and method of supply is exceptional. Central 
heating is a load which is being developed, especially for 
schools and business offices, 115,000 therms being sold for 
the purpose during the past year, and there is a sure pros- 
pect of an increase. As doubtless most of you are aware, 
flues carrying the products of combustion from these instal- 
lations require very careful consideration. 


Industrial Load. 


Gas for industrial purposes has been specially catered 
for. Our scale of charges is particularly designed to meet 
this business with competitive prices, and as far as our 
opportunities have allowed, I feel that we have been fairly 
successful. Quite a lot of small industries in our town are 
using gas, and the business is highly appreciated, but we 
have to look mainly for our largely extended outpst of gas 
to two industries which are developing. 

By far the largest demand has been occasioned within the 
past three years by the heat treatment of steel both for 
manipulation and annealing, and its use for these purposes 
is certain to increase, possibly more rapidly than can be 
imagined. The quantity sold for this purpose in 1936 was 
600,000 therms, not a large quantity, it is true, compared 
with what is sold by our neighbours, but it amounts to 
20°, of our output, and our output is restricted to one firm. 
We have also one firm using gas extensively in glass manu- 
facture, principally for manipulation and annealing, but 
it is one of my regrets that I have not yet persuaded them 
to use our gas for heating their central tank furnace. 

Both in the steel and glass industries I think we have 
something in Chesterfield of great interest to Gas Engi- 
neers, and I hope to have the pleasure later in the year 
of showing you this. I have already mentioned that my 
Corporation have been instrumental in closing down three 
gas-making plants, replacing these with gas in bulk, but 
we have little or no opportunity of developing business 
through these supplies. 


Block System of Charge. 


Just a word now relating to our experiences in the intro- 
duction, in 1928, of the block system of charge. I am 
afraid that, at the time, this did not meet with the ap 
proval of large numbers of consumers, who never, individu- 
ally, took any large volume of gas quarterly, and with the 
introduction of electric light, were almost certain to take 
less. These consumers had been paying 8d. per therm, 
for whatever gas they used, and their business was not a 
very sound proposition financially. The local Press natur 
ally took up the cudgel on their behalf, and we have been 
continually belaboured for having dared to impose such a 
charge _ the poor consumers (forsooth!) as 10d. per therm, 
even if is only for the first 10 therms, this limit being 
most Babe Been F ignored. My Committee are, I believe, 
satisfied as to the justice of the scale, and the majority of 
the consumers having had experience with it, have realized 
that they benefit by the change, and speaking generally, 
our salesmen have appreciated the opportunity it affords 
for developing sales of gas at rapidly reducing prices as the 
volume used increases. 


Service and Staff. 


The staff engaged upon domestic sales and contact with 
consumers, consists of a Retail Sales Manager controlling 
{ Examiners, 1 Showroom Reautehindean 1 Assistant, 1 
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Demonstrator, 4 Maintenance Men, 2 Foremen, 23 Fitters 
and Apprentices, and 3 Office Staff. L give this informa 
tion to stress the importance that we, a medium sized 
undertaking, pi: we upon sales and service. 

Promptness in service, combined with efficiency, is ¢ssey 
tial, and a proper routine training of staff is an ideal 
which we have been striving to organize for years. 1 have 
heen impressed with the youths coming forward, and their 
general aptitude for the courses provided, which makes 4 
much easier to fit square pegs into square holes, a matter 
of no little importance in making selections for varying 
duties, 

The Meter Inspectors, who used to provide persona! con 
tact with the consumers, are now under the control o! the 
Borough Treasurer, and in consequence I have had to 
organize and train a special staff. These men examine all 
consumers’ premises, and at the same time keep the De- 
partment in touch with the needs of all our consumers, | 
find the greatest difficulty in retaining their services, which 
fact tells me that other Managers are experienciny the 
same difficulty, and the consequent lack of specially trained 
men. 

Last year our cash and credit sales for gas appliances 
and their fixing amounted to £9,500, 205 cookers, 545 hot 
water appliances, and 650 other gas using appliances heing 
supplied on cash or hire purchase terms; also 847 cookers 
and 104 washing boilers were supplied on simple hire. 

In the centre ‘of the town we have a good service depart 
ment, with demonstration room, and also a district show 
room and office for service. This department was first 
opened in 1925, and, although it was attractive, we did 
not find that rush of consumers which we expected to 
avail themseives of this service. This I attributed to the 
psychological effect which rather ornate premises had upon 
the large number of the housewives, the husbands of whom 
were miners, and as these were a class of people whose 
business in both good and bad times we appreciated and 
desired to cultivate, there was nothing else for it, they 
must be brought in, and our examiners have been the link. 


Public Lighting. 


A word now on the gas used for public lighting within 
the Borough. In 1926, the volume used was 77,631 therms, 
and in 1936, 255,109 therms, and represented 4°3'%, and 
13‘%,, respectively, of the total sales of gas, the increase 
being 228%. The numbers of gas lamps in use were 943 
and 1,534, an increase of 62%. It will be seen from these 
figures that the gas consumption for public lighting has in- 
creased more rapidly than have the number of jamps in 
use, and it, is safe to state that the amount of light pro 
vided has at least increased in proportion to the gas con 
sumption, and still there is scope for improvement. 

This increase in the amount of gas used for public light 
ing in ten years of 228%, is largely accounted for by the 
general improvement in larger units and longer burning 
hours, throughout the whole of the Borough, which were 
low in 1926, but the expenditure allowed does not yet per 
mit of the lighting of main roads to anything like the 
standard suggested by the Ministry of Transport’s Interim 
Report. 

Certain sections of the public who are very insistent in 
their demands for.a higher standard of Atel ition in our 
thoroughfares are invariably critical of the existing system 
of lighting, doubtless with some justification, and support 
orally the increase of expenditure upon both installation 
and maintenance, but not on gas lighting. ‘‘ Why?” il 
might very well be asked, and I look round for the answer 
in my own town. It cannot be said that gas is not compel 
tive in price, as we supply gas for public lighting at what 
is supposed to be our production cost, 9d. per 1,000 cu.ft. 
of 4180 B.Th.U. gas, and if this does not bring gas within 
the picture, what is kee ping it out? The fact that gas 
has been fixed at a low price for public lighting may raise 
the question as to why this price was so fixed, and in my 
opinion herein lies the root of the problem. Some years 
ago when difficulties were being experienced in keeping 
Borough rates (of which street lighting forms a part) from 
rising to too high a level, a situation which was natur: ally 
to be avoided if at all possible, a flash of genius came to 
the Council in the suggestion that gas was being supplied 
for public lighting at a price which was above cost. In 
consequence the Corporation were paying income-tax at 
in the £ on the profit, and the profit of the Gas Undert: 
ine could very well be reduced by a reduction in charg 
for such gas, and so save the payment of tax. The ar: 
ment was not correct or sound, but very few, if any, me: 
bers of the Council disagreed with it, and the proport 
of rate for street lighting was reduced by the amount, a! 
this has been kept at a minimum, with unsatisfactory re 
sults, especially in gas lighting, upon which the bulk of t' 
exvenditure is incurred. 

There will have to be greatly increasing financial contr! 
butions from some source, not only towards capital ex 












GAS JOURNAL 
March 17, 1937 


penditure, but also the added maintenance costs, involved 
in providing such illumination on our roads, as is demanded 
nightly by the growing traffic conditions; and the outlook 
that 1 foresee for gas in this direction is, that public 
opinion will be prejudiced, and will overlook the fact that 
the amount of light provided, from whatever source, is 
measured largely by the expenditure, in both these direc- 
tions. I am fully alive to the competition which gas has 
to face in this tield—again take my town—where both 
sources of power are in the hands of the municipality. 
¥rom the commencement of this year the price of elec- 
tricity for public lighting has been reduced from 1d. to $d. 
per unit, so that the prices for both gas and electricity 
supplied for this purpose can hardly be said to be economic 
from the.trading point of view. 

I doubt whether our competitors are not frequently get- 
ting away with the business through the help which their 
manufacturers of apparatus offer, in the design and com- 
plete equipment, with fixing, which they are willing to 
supply under stringent guarantees, both as to efficiency 
and economy. They have certainly spent a lot of money 
on improving lamps, refractors, &c., and are getting or 
making the opportunities for proving the strides which they 
have made, Is the same being done by our manufac- 
turers? 

It may be said that much of what I am saying about 
public lighting does not apply generally, and this may be 
so, but please think about it, and my few remarks will 
serve a useful purpose. 


Coke Production and Marketing. 


May I now be allowed to say a word or two about the 
subject of coke production and marketing? Up to the 
present coke producers in the Midland area have not 
organized any scheme for control, such as the London and 
Counties and the North-East Coast Associations. It may 
be felt that there is no necessity for such a scheme in our 
area, but look at the prospect a little closer. There are 
within this district several large iron and steel works not 
self-producing as to fuel, and it is more than likely that 
we shall see a change in this direction shortly. Existing 
coking plants are not likely to be thrown out of use, and 
I think you can very well imagine, under present lack of 
co-ordination, what is likely to happen; it is primarily the 
demand of the iron and steel industry which is responsible 
for to-day’s position of coke, and it will also be responsi- 
ble for the future position; let us be sure that it is not 
turned to our disadvantage. 

I have purposely refrained from going into too great 
details either on the works or selling side, but, generally 
speaking, I am sure the objective of my efforts at Chester- 
field, if not wholly in the script of this Address, can be 
readily discovered between the lines. 


Financial Restrictions. 


I have not on every occasion been able to steer the ship 
just on the same course which I have charted, but I can 
say that at the end of most years, we have been safely in 
port, with a credit balance to the ship’s account, and this 
is not always easy of accomplishment, as you will readily 
understand when I auote one of the Clauses of the Chester- 
field Corporation, 1923, Act: 

‘© (1) Whenever the total of the moneys received by the 
Corporation for the supply of gas after the commencement 
of this Act shall exceed by more than two thousand 
pounds the total of the following sums (that is to say): 


(a) the amount of the requisite appropriations instal- 
ments or sinking fund payments in respect of money 
borrowed for the purposes of the gas undertaking; 

(b) the amount of the working and establishment ex- 
penses and cost of maintenance of the undertaking 
including all costs expenses penalties and damages 
incurred or payable by the Corporation consequent 
upon any proceedings by or against the Corporation 
their officers or servants in relation to the under- 
taking; 

(c) the amount of any interest payable in respect of 
moneys borrowed by the Corporation for the pur- 
poses of the undertaking; 

(d) the amount (if any) set aside in respect of the under- 
taking under the provisions of the section of this 
Act whereof the marginal note is ‘ Reserve Fund ’; 


then the charges for the supply of gas to be made in the 
next succeeding vear shall be reduced to an extent equiva- 
lent to the amount of such excess over two thousand 
pounds. ) 

‘* Provided that if it appears from the estimates in re- 
pect of the next succeeding year that the estimated total 
ff the moneys to be received by the Corporation in re- 
spect of such next succeeding year will be less than the 








total of the said sums in respect of that year then the 
reduction in the charges to be made shall be equivalent 
only to so much (if any) of the amount of such excess as 
would not be required to make the said totals equivalent. 

** (2) The Corporation shall keep an account and prepare 
an estimate for the purposes of this section so as to show 
under separate headings the several items mentioned 
herein.”’ 

The Clause may seem a very beneficial one in the inter- 
ests of the consumers, but I can assure you the Under- 
taking gets little credit in having to limit itself in this 
way, and I am sure you will appreciate the difficulties 
involved in complying in the strict letter with such a 
clause, one has io be a seer, as well as a Gas Engineer and 
Manager. 

I am not giving secrets away when I tell you that the 
clause was drafted to meet an emergency which arose when 
the Corporation’s 1923 Act was before the Committee ol 
the House of Commons. The draft of this Act contained a 
clause permitting the Corporation to take profits from the 
trading undertakings towards the relief of rates, and «as 
the Gas and Water Undertakings had not hitherto been 
under the control of the Corporation, and had not in con- 
sequence contributed to rates except in their assessment, 
the Parliamentary Committee excepted these undertakings 
from any such contributions, and the clause which I have 
quoted was the legal suggestion stimulated doubtless by 
the Accountants, for putting the position clear. 

In conclusion, I should like to pay a tribute to Mr. 
Alderman George Clark, the Chairman of my Committee 
at Chesterfield, for while the Committee have changed from 
year to year, I have been privileged to have as my guide, 
philosopher, and friend the same Chairman throughout 
the whole period of my service there. 


Vote of Thanks. 


Mr. F. C. Brices (Dudley), in proposing a vote of thanks 
to the President, remarked that he was sure he was voicing 
the sentiments of all the members when he said that it had 
been a very interesting and stimulating Address. Many 
ot them would like to do some of the things Mr. Davies 
had done in the direction of prices and service. The 
Undertaking was to be congratulated in having a gentle- 
man of Mr. Davies’ ability in charge to steer the ship 
through such dangerous waters while still bearing in mind 
the service which the Industry was endeavouring to give 
all its consumers. 

The vote of thanks was seconded by Mr. R. S. RamspEN 
(Leamington) and carried unanimously. 

The PRESIDENT, in acknowledging the vote, expressed the 
hope that the Association would have the opportunity in 
due course of seeing for themselves what was being done 
at Chesterfield, not only by the Undertaking but also in 
the ways some of their consumers were using gas. 

Mr. S. E. WuireHeap (Southampton), President of the 
Southern Association of Gas Engineers and Managers, ex- 
tended to the members the greetings of the Southern 
Association and congratulated Col. Eunson upon the com- 
pletion of a very successful year of office, at the same time 
wishing Mr. Davies an equally happy one. Mr. White- 
head observed that he was himself a Birmingham man, 
having had the advantage of six years’ training with the 
Gas Department there—a period which he had never for 
gotten—and it was a real pleasure to see many old friends 
there on that occasion. He also congratulated Mr. Davies 
upon his Presidential Address—one to which they had 
listened with great interest and which would give them all 
much food for thought. He was particularly interested in 
the proposal to form a Midland Counties Coke Association; 
he had had the privilege of serving for some years on the 
Committee of the L.C.C.A., and there was no doubt that it 
was one of the best things they had in that direction. In 
conclusion, he wished the Midlands Association every 
success. ’ 

Mr. C. R. Fowter (Leiston), President of the Eastern 
Counties Gas Engineers’ and Managers’ Association, also 
thanked the Association for inviting him to be present on 
that occasion, this being the first visit he had paid to the 
Midlands Association—and it had been a most interesting 
and instructive one. He also extended to them the good 
wishes of the Eastern Counties Association with the hope 
that Mr. Davies’ year of office would be a very happy and 
successful one. 

Alderman G. CLarKk (Chairman of the Chesterfield Cor 
poration Gas Committee) referred to some of the diffi- 
culties which had attended the earlier days of the 
Chesterfield Gas Undertaking before Mr. Davies became 
Engineer. Mr. Davies since then had managed his job and 
managed his men with such success that their output of 
gas had increased, as he had told them in his Address, 
from 220 million to 600 million cu.ft. per annum. Mr. 





Davies was proud of keeping his works in their proper 
position in respect to the Corporation’s services. He had 
told them something of what they might see at Chester- 
field, and Alderman Clark exténded to the Association a 
very hearty invitation to visit the town. Mr. Davies had 
an excellent showroom, went on Alderman Clark; there had 
been a move to divide it into two—one part for the Gas 
Department and the other for the Electricity Undertaking; 
they had wanted to take his lecture room for offices. Bui 
he had succeeded in retaining the whole premises for gas. 
The Chesterfield Gas Committee were very proud that Mr. 
Davies had been elected President of that Association; he 
would be backed up by them during his year of office in 
every possible way. 

Mr. F. A. JENKiIns (Leamington), President of the Mid- 
land Junior Gas Association, also acknowledged his 
appreciation of the invitation to be present at the meeting. 


The Coal Situation. 


The PresIDENT then made reference to the coal situation, 
recalling the fact that a similar scheme was organized 
many years ago in the Yorkshire area on which occasion 
the gas undertakings concerned found themselves in con- 
siderable difficulty in voicing their feelings on the matter. 
They had at that time expressed the opinion that a classi- 
fication of all the different types of coal should be quoted 
by the collieries; but the latter did not like to give any 
information away. It was suggested that they find one 
person to whom they could trust this information. As a 
result of this suggestion Mr. Charles Wood, of Bradford, 
had been entrusted with all the facts and figures, and any 
gas undertakings who considered that they were not having 
a fair deal could consult him. Whenever he disagreed with 
the price quoted the colliery people invariably came down 
to a fairer figure, while the gas undertakings always ac- 
cepted his ruling if he considered the price reasonable. 
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Mr. Davies outlined this scheme with a view to consider. 
ing whether some such similar move could not be made jn 
the present instance. 

As regards the proposed formation of a Midland Counties 
Coke Association in consultation with the L.C.C.A., the 
Commercial Association were prepared to provide a (raft 
of the proposals for circulation to all members. But mem- 
bership of the organization must be 100% strong if ii was 
going to be of any use. They must be organized in a 
proper way in order to be sufficiently strong to counteract 
any unfair competition from people outside. It was not 
intended at the outset to include the coke oven producers, 
though that might come in due course. In the meantime 
every gas undertaking in the area must come into the 
organization. He hoped every member would attend the 
meeting when it was called. The meeting on March 1g 
was primarily intended for a discussion of the coal situa- 
tion, and he was mentioning the other matter that day in 
order that they might be prepared. The Coke Association 
draft proposals would be sent out before that meeting, 
He proposed that the Hon. Secretary be instructed to 
notify members regarding the coal meeting, and he had 
the permission of the Vice-Chairman of the Commercial 
Association to invite all members of the Midland Associa- 
tion to attend. 

Mr. F. C. Brices seconded the resolution, remarking 
that the Commercial Association had gone a long way 
with the scheme, on the lines of that of the L.C.C.A., and 
had unanimously approved the draft proposals. It was a 
matter which should now be threshed out by the whole 
Association. The scheme comprised an invitation to work 
with the coke oven people, but the gas interests must be 
combined to speak with one voice first; the coke oven 
producers would welcome working in co-operation with 
them when the gas side were sufficiently organized. 

The resolution was unanimously agreed to, and the 
meeting then terminated. 


Manchester District Association 
of Gas Engineers 


The Sixty-Seventh Annual Meeting of the Manchester 

District Association of Gas Engineers was held in the - 

Midland Hotel, Manchester, on Friday, March IZ. At the | Annual Meeting 
luncheon which preceded it, the Chair was occupied by the at Dianenestar 


retiring PRESIDENT (Mr. A. L. Holton, of Manchester). 


The guests of honour were Sir F. J. West, C.B.E., 
deputising for the Lord Mayor of Manchester (Alderman 
J. Toole, J.P.), Councillor W. P. Jackson, J.P., Chairman 
of the Manchester Gas Committee and President of the 
British Commercial Gas Association, and Mr. J. Bridge, 
the retiring Hon. Secretary and Treasurer of the Associa 
tion. 

The Loyal Toast having been honoured on the call of the 
President, Mr. S. Tacc, J.P., M.Inst.C.E., Engineer and 
Manager of the Preston Gas Company, then proposed ‘‘ The 
City, Port, and Commerce of Manchester,’’ coupling with 
it the name of Sir F. J. West. He desired, on behalf of 
the Association, to acknowledge the hospitality which the 
members received in Manchester and the invaluable ser- 
vices which the City officials rendered to the Gas Industry. 
If Epstein, in inspired mood, produced a figure symbolical 
of the importance of the City, Port, and Commerce of Man- 
chester, they would surely recognize in it Frederick West, 
whose years of worthy service culminated in his elevation 
to the high dignity of Lord Mayor of Manchester. His 
father was a pioneer in the mechanization of carbonizing 
plant, and founded the business which Sir Frederick West 
had not only made prosperous but had carried on so that 
it contributed to the welfare of the Gas Industry. 

Sir F. J. West, in reply, said Manchester was usually 
regarded as the centre of the cotton industry, and few 
people appreciated the wide range of its engineering activi- 
ties. However, the returns from the Ministry of Labour 
showed that in Manchester there were more insured persons 
in the engineering industry than in the cotton industry. 


PRESENTATION TO MR. J. BRIDGE. 
The President said every item of that day’s proceedings 


had importance and significance peculiar to the subject 
matter and the speaker concerned, but the honour and 


duty now allotted to him stood apart from other items, 
because of its very personal character. It was a unique 
procedure to have as a guest an Officer of the Association, 
but Mr. Bridge was a unique Secretary and Treasurer. 
When he was elected to that office eight years ago only a 
few knew him intimately. To-day very large numbers 
spoke of him as ‘‘ Jimmy Bridge.’’ That indicated an 
affection and regard for him which mere words could not 
convey. It seemed to be the custom now for Cabinet 
Ministers to write memoirs when they retired from office, 
and if Mr. Bridge followed that example he had a wide 
field of subjects from which to choose. One that came 
readily to the mind was “‘ Presidents I have Controlled and 
Directed.’’ His subject matter would embrace Presidents 
of all nationalities—Englishmen, Scotchmen, and York- 
shiremen |laughter]—military men and civilians, tall men 
who could easily be found in a crowded meeting, short 
men who could escape his eagle eye in the smallest group. 
To one and all he had been a veritable Father O’F lynn. 

The general body of members could have only a partial! 
knowledge of Mr. Bridge’s exactitude in his preparations 
for Committee and General Meetings. But his secretarial 
duties were only part of his activities; he was an exacting 
treasurer under whose direction the finances of the As 
sociation had been very closely controlled, and in the las’ 
few years he had been able to report at the end of each 
twelve months a credit balance which enabled the As 
sociation to meet without incurring any debt the very 
heavy expenses in the first quarter of the following year. 
Nor were his activities in the service of the Industry re 
stricted to the efficient discharge of his duties for the 
Association. He took an active part in the formation of 
the scheme for the education and certification of those 
engaged on the technical side of the Industry, and that 
scheme had been approved by The Institution of Gas En- 
gineers. 
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THE RETIRING HON. SECRETARY, 


The members could not allow Mr. Bridge to retire with 
out expressing publicly their indebtedness to him for his 
untiring and efficient services. By dilatoriness in sending 
subscriptions or replies they had tried his patience but 
they felt that he knew they had an affectionate regard for 
him. It was shown in the numerous letters which he (Mr. 
Holton) had received in connection with this ceremony. 
He asked Mr. Bridge what would be an acceptable token 
and Mr. Bridge chose a bureau, which was now being 
specially made. The members’ subscriptions amounted to 
76, and he would suggest that if there was any surplus 
a chronometer would be appropriate as a reminder of Mr. 
Bridge’s famous route mare thes. This gift represented the 
unanimous expression of the feelings of the members, and 
their very best wishes accompanied it. |Applause.] 


A Great Honour. 


In reply, Mr. BripGE said the Association honoured him 
greatly by electing him to office, and during the last eight 
years he had often felt he ought to propose a vote of thanks 
to the members. His work had been a very great pleasure 
and it never occurred to him it would be considered de- 
serving of this very generous presentation. It was one of 
the proudest moments of his life, but it was associated 
with a certain amount of sadness because in a couple of 
hours he would cease to be the Secretary of the Associa- 
tion. During the eight years the Association had been in 
his mind every day. The meetings and visits were planned 
out long before they took place. No other Secretary had 
had greater kindness shown to him by President, Com- 
mittee, and members. The first President he had the 
pleasure of serving was Mr. McLusky, of Halifax, and he 
would mention also Mr. Smith, of Bolton. During three 
years he was Mr. Smith’s Chief Assistant at Bolton, and 
to serve him as Secretary while he was passing through 
the Presidential Chair was a joy that he could not describe. 
The last year had also been a very happy time. 

He was glad to see that his Chairman, Mr. Dyson, was 
present. On behalf of the Association as well as. for him- 
self he desired to thank Mr. Dyson and the Directors at 
Elland for having permitted him to devote so much time 
to the Association. 

The knowledge that in retiring he carried away the good- 
will of the members was something of which to be proud. 
But in his capacity of Treasurer it sometimes happened 
that all his personal charm and eloquence had to be exerted 
to get subscriptions from some members, and he hoped 
they would be more attentive in responding to the notices 
his suecessor would send out. A better man than Mr. 
Burton could not have been chosen as his successor. 
Twelve months hence when the time came to propose a 
vote of thanks the members would say that Mr. Burton 
was the best Secretary they ever had. 

‘The Manchester District Association of Gas En- 
:ineers ’’ was proposed by Councillor W. P. Jackson, who 
‘emarked that gas engineers, though experts, were subject 

sometimes—to the guidance of Directors or Committees 
vho fully appreciated their great services. He coupled 
vith the toast the name of the President. 

_ The PRESIDENT, responding, said the members, Com- 

‘ittee, and officers of the Association were not unmindful 
of their duty to the Industry they represented and the 
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community they had the honour to serve. ‘* To serve the 
present age. Our calling to fulfil’? expressed their desire 
and aim. 

The only reason for the existence and continuance of the 
Association was that they might further every activity and 
service of the Gas Industry from the engineering, scien- 
tific, and commercial standpoint. It was a great ple asure 
to have with them Mr. S. E. Whitehead, President of the 
Southern Association of Gas Engineers and Managers. 


Mr. Bridge’s Career. 


Mr. James Bridge served five years’ apprenticeship under 
the Engineer and Manager of the Gas and Water Depart- 
ments of the Borough of Leigh, Lancashire. His first ap- 
pointment was as Junior Assistant with the Stretford and 
District Gas Board. For five years he held the position of 
Assistant Engineer and Manager to that Company. His 
next appointment was with the Bolton Gas Department as 
Chief Assistant to the Engineer and Manager. In 1921 he 
became the Engineer and General Manager of the Elland- 
cum-Greetland Gas Company, which position he still holds. 

From 1913 to 1919 he was the Hon. Secretary of the 
Manchester and District Junior Association, being elected 
President in 1920. From 1929 to 1937 he has held the posi- 
tion of Hon. Secretary and Treasurer of the Manchester 
District Association of Gas Engineers. During this period 
he took an active part in the formation of the se heme for 
the education and certification of those engaged in the 
technical work of the Gas Industry. This scheme has been 
approved by The Institution of Gas Engineers, the Govern- 
ment Education Departments of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and the City and Guilds of London Institute. 
For many years he was one of the two representatives of 
the British Junior Gas Associations on the London Execu- 
tive Committee. He was the first Chairman of the York- 
shire District Gas Education Committee from 1927 to 1936. 
In recognition of this important educational work on be- 
half of the Junior Associations he was elected an honorary 
member of the Yorkshire Junior Gas Association. He is a 
member of the Yorkshire District Tar Board and of other 
committees connected with the Gas Industry. He is also 
a Director of the Kippax and District Gas Company, the 
Sherburn and South Milford Gas Company, and the Thurso 
and North of Scotland Gas Corporation. 


THE ANNUAL MEETING. 


Presiding at the opening of the proceedings, Mr. Hotton 
referred to the death of Mr. F. Thorpe, of Colne, in 
January this year. He had been a member since 1896. 
The members stood in silence as a mark of respect. 

Mr. Brince stated that letters of apology for absence 
had been received from Mr. Stephen Lacey, B.Sc., Presi- 
dent of The Institution of Gas Engineers, and from the 
Presidents and Secretaries of District Associations, with the 
exception of Mr. S. E. Whitehead, President of the 
Southern Association of Gas Engineers and Managers, 
whom they welcomed to the meeting. Letters of apology 
had also "7 received from Mr. W. D. Rowe, Manager of 
the B.C.G.A., Col. W. M. Carr. Mr. H. E. Bloor (York), 
and Mr. J. H. Clegg (Southport). The PresipENT added to 
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the list the name of Councillor T. S. Hill, his Deputy- 
Chairman, 


New Members. 
The following new members were inducted: 


Mr. M. P. Bradley, Assistant Engineer, Gas-Works, 
Halifax (Associate Member). 

Mr. W. H. Handley, Managing Director, Messrs. R. 
Dempster & Sons, Ltd., Elland. 

Mr. M. Thompson, Managing Director, Messrs. Drakes, 
Ltd., Halifax. 

Mr. J. Carr, Engineer, General Manager, and Clerk, Gas- 
Works, Stretford. 

Mr. A. H. Nicholson, Engineer and Manager, Gas-Works, 
Colne. 


The annual report and statement of accounts which had 
been circulated to the members were taken as read. Mr. 
Bridge remarked that when he presented his first state- 
ment of accounts the credit balance was lls. 8d. For the 
year which ended on Jan. 31, 1937, the credit balance was 
t70 12s. 7d. The funds had been carefully conserved 
during the eight years. He hoped it would be kept in 
mind that a credit balance of between £70 and £90 at the 
end of the financial year was required. 

The accounts were adopted. 


Reports of Commercial Sections. 


Mr, A. L. JENNINGS (Spenborough), on behalf of Mr. 
EK. H. Hudson (Normanton), presenting the report of the 
Yorkshire Commercial Section, said particular attention 
had been given to the coal position. They were still 
wrestling with it and hoped to be more successful in the 
future than they had been in the past. They were en- 
deavouring to extend the use of gas for industrial pur- 
poses and had been very successful; they were looking 
forward to a large increase in the consumption of gas in 
this direction. Some attention had been given to street 
lighting. Gas engineers should keep their eyes on street 
lighting and do all they could to maintain their interest 
and extend it. 

Mr. E. CRowrHeER presented the report of the Lancashire 
Section, remarking that a more comprehensive scheme for 
dealing with coke was being considered and he hoped a 
satisfactory conclusion would be reached. 

The reports were adopted. 


Recommendations of the Committee. 


Seven recommendations made by the Committee were 
adopted. 


(a) That a donation of 10 guineas be granted to the 
Benevolent Fund of The _ Institution of Gas 
Engineers. 

(b) That Mr. R. N. Webb, Leeds, be appointed the As- 
sociation’s District Member on the Council of The 
Institution of Gas Engineers. 

(c) That Messrs. T. Reynolds, Stockport, and H. 
Burton, Shipley, be appointed representatives of the 
Association on the Councils of the Manchester and 
District and Yorkshire Junior Gas Associations, 
respectively. 


The PRESIDENT said thanks were due to Mr. Burton and 
to Mr. Crowther for their interest and activities in connec- 
tion with the Junior Associations of Yorkshire and Lanca- 
shire. As the years went on the results of the activities 
of the Junior Associations were becoming more and more 
marked. Throughout the country the senior Associations 
had chosen Presidents who had served in the Junior As 
sociations and he was convinced their experience had made 
them better Presidents and better officers. 


(d) That Mr. J. D. Ashworth, Blackburn, be elected 
Member of the Committee in place of Mr. H. 
Singleton (Junior Vice-President-Elect). 


The President explained that Mr. Ashworth was next 
on the recent ballot for membership of the Committee. 


(e) That Messrs. E. Crowther, A. L. Holton, T. 
Reynolds, and F, G. Shaw be appointed representa- 
tives of the Association on the Lancashire District 
Gas Education Committee. 

(f) That Messrs. H. Burton, J. Corrigan, G. E. Currier, 
and H. Singleton be appointed representatives of the 
Association on the Yorkshire District Gas Education 
Committee. 


The President said he wished, on behalf of the Associa- 
tion, to express appreciation of the work done on the 
Education Committee. Members who were about his age 
remembered that when they were starting in the profession 
there was nothing like the guidance on educational 
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matters that there was to-day. Mr. Shaw had been elected 
to take over the Chairmanship of the Lancashire (om- 
mittee. Messrs. Ward and Coupe had retired from the 
Yorkshire Committee of which they had been members from 
its inception. To them, and to all who had served in the 
past year, the Association extended grateful thanks. 


(g) That Messrs. L. W. Harrison and R. N. Webi be 
appointed representatives of the Association on the 
Barnsley Advisory Committee on Coke Oven an 


Chemical Work. 


The President remarked that the Association appreciated 
the service Mr. Ward and Mr. Webb had rendered on the 
Advisory Committee. Mr. Ward’s advice had been soughi 
from time to time. He now wished to retire. 


Induction of the President-Elect. 


The President said it was now his duty to call upon Mr. 
R. N. Webb (Leeds), the President-Elect, to take over the 
office of President. Mr. Webb became a member oi the 
Association in 1921. His professional activities had been 
exercised with the Leeds Gas Department, and he now held 
the position of Manager at the New Wortley Works. He 
was the first member of the Association to occupy the 
Presidential Chair, other than a chief executive of an 
undertaking; he was to be congratulated upon having 
established a precedent. Like so many who had occupied 
the Presidential Chair of the various senior Associations, 
Mr. Webb had been an active member of a Junior Gas 
Association. Mr. Webb’s wonderful recovery from ‘his re- 
cent illness and operation had delighted the members. He 
had been prevented from delivering his Presidential Ad- 
dress at that meeting but they were happy to know that 
it was but a deferred pleasure which they might expect to 
have at the next meeting. He concluded by investing the 
President with the insignia of office, wishing him a very 
happy year of office, coupled with good health. | 

Mr. R. N. Wess, the newly-inducted President, in thank- 
ing the members for the signal honour which had been 
bestowed upon him, referred to the fact that he was the 
first member of the Association to be elected to the Presi- 
dential office who did not hold the position of General 
Manager to the undertaking with which he was associated. 
It had, however, been his desire to take his part. in the 
deliberations of the Council as he had always been fond of 
work of that description. He was quite conscious of the 
difficulty which lay before him during the ensuing year in 
upholding the dignity and the prestige of the Association, 
having regard to the fact that he was following in the foot- 
steps of so many esteemed gentlemen who had done so 
much to further the interests of the Industry generally. 
With the assistance of his Chief, Mr. C. S. Shapley, and of 
the Committee of the Association, he hoped to fulfil the 
necessary duties to the satisfaction of all concerned. 

The Presipent then presented the ex-Presidential Badge 
to Mr. A. L. Holton. In doing so, Mr. Webb said that the 
badge had been most worthily earned by Mr. Holton. — 

Mr. A. L. Hotton (the retiring President) in expressing 
his sense of gratification at the presentation of the Badge, 
remarked that it had always been a source of great pleasure 
to him that the town in which he had served his apprentice- 
ship in the Industry, and where he had been for many 
years associated with the Sheffield United Gas Company, 
had always thought of him with great kindness, sending 
him telegrams of congratulation and good wishes upon 
oceasions when they considered some honour had been paid 
to him or some success had accompanied his efforts. Even 
at the conclusion of his present term of presidential office 
he had received a telegram once more from Sheffield ex- 
pressing their best wishes for his future happiness and 
prosperity. 

Alderman R. Torttncton (Leeds), in congratulating Mr. 
Webb upon his induction to the office of President, wished, 
first of all, to offer an apology on behalf of Councillor 
Major Geoffrey Kitson, Chairman of the Leeds Gas Com- 
mittee, who was unavoidably prevented from attending the 
meeting to offer his congratulations in person. They were 
all very pleased to see Mr. Webb restored to health once 
more, and it was perhaps unnecessary to state that the 
Leeds Gas Committee regarded Mr. Webb’s preferment as 
conferring honour also upon themselves. This they re 
garded as being more particularly so having regard to the 
fact that Mr. Webb was not the chief official of the under 
taking with which he was connected. Everyone in Leeds 
was well aware that Mr. Webb would not fail to mainiain 
the high traditions and excellence of work of his pre- 
decessors in office. Mr. C. S. Shapley had already occu- 
pied that position for two years in succession—namcly. 
1926 and 1927. Furthermore, during the year 1929-1930 
Mr. F. Firth, their Chief Chemist, was President of the 
Yorkshire Junior Gas Association, which position was now 


being filled by Mr. French. In addition, Mr. C. S. Shapley 
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occupied the Presidential Chair of The Institution of Gas 
Engineers in 1929, while Councillor Major Geoffrey Kitson 
filled the Chair of the B.C.G.A. in 1982. It would, there- 
fore, be apparent that Leeds was taking an active part in 
the activities of the Gas Industry in this country. His 
Committee, through its Chairman, had requested him to 
extend an invitation to the members of the Association to 
hold their July meeting in Leeds. 

Mr. C. S. SHAPLEY added that arrangements would be 
made for a visit to the Yorkshire Copper Works. 


Address by Councillor W. P. JACKSON. 


Councillor W. P. Jackson, J.P., Chairman of the Man- 
chester Corporation Gas Committee, then addressed the 
members of the Association. 

He wished, at the outset, to say how much he appreciated 
the privilege and honour of addressing the members of the 
Manchester District Association of Gas Engineers. He 
must confess some diffidence, however, for he was a layman 
addressing professional gentlemen whose training and ex- 
perience had fitted them to occupy, with distinction, the 
chief executive positions in the Gas Industry. But his 
diftidence was somewhat lessened when he recalled the fact 
that a very large number in his audience were not only 
gas engineers, but also took full control of the commercial 
and economic sides of their respective undertakings. Con- 
sequently, he felt that they met on common ground, for 
he spoke as a business man to business men. 

A striking aspect of the Gas Industry, which must make 
an appeal to all business men, was its amazing vitality. 
In his capacity as Chairman of the Manchester Corporation 
Gas Committee, and also holding the honoured position of 
President of the British Commercial Gas Association, he 
felt that he was connected with an Industry which was 
continually renewing its youth, or, to use the slogan of 
one of our large undertakings, ‘‘ It is as modern as the 
hour.”’ 

When Edison cabled from New York that he had suc- 
ceeded in producing an electric lamp suitable for domestic 
purposes, shareholders in gas companies rushed to sell out 
their shares and a panic ensued. That was over fifty years 
ago. To-day, we had the remarkable picture of financiers 
in competition with each other to purchase any gas under- 
taking, the shareholders of which are willing to sell, at 
prices which were particularly high. The cynic would say 
that the field for gas lighting was now at an end, and that 
the Industry was being resuscitated by the discovery of 
new fields of usefulness. Such was not the case, for the 
load to-day was still increasing for street lighting, and for 
domestic lighting it was still the most economical illu- 
minant, especially if the heating value of the gas was also 
taken into consideration. There was one seaside resort 
in the Lancashire area which proved conclusively that gas 
lighting was still very much to the forefront. Most of 
them had visited Blackpool during the period of the 
illuminations, when thousands of pounds were expended in 
making a wonderful display of electric lighting in all its 
various modern forms. How many Gas Engineers had 
been dismayed by such an efficient display? And yet the 
Blackpool Gas Department had increased its lighting load 
by no less than 100%, during the past five years. As Chair- 
man of the Manchester Gas Undertaking. he felt that he 
was justified in taking a pride in the efficiency of the gas- 
lighted streets in Manchester. 

The importance of the lighting load should he taken to 
heart by the officials of every undertaking. The future 
would demand better lighted roads and the Industry was 
in a favourable position to supply that want, but it must 
not wait for the load to come to it. It must be ever readv, 
with technical skill and efficient appliances, to meet the 
formidable competition that there was bound to be for this 
very desirable load. 

To-dav. lighting. though still important, was only one of 
many fields of activity. Gas reigned supreme in the domes- 
tic sphere. About 70% of the gas sold in this country was 
used for domestic needs, and it was no exaggeration to say 
that during the last 20 years the domestic appliances pro- 
duced by the Gas Industry had been revolutionized. Be- 
fore the war who would have dreamed of cookers which 
allowed the housewife to leave the whole dinner to cook 
itself in the oven while she got on with other jobs, or even 
went out shopping? Or of automatic water heaters which 
supplied constant hot water all over the house at the turn 
fatap? Or of equally automatic refrigerators? Or of 
gas fires in smart coloured enamels which could light up 
when turned on? Or of central heating so automatically 
controlled that it could adiust the warmth of the house to 
any changes in the outside temperature? Who would 
have dreamed of such robot servants? Yet they were to 
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be found, together with many other equally labour-saving 
and ingenious aids to home-running, in every gas show- 
room to-day and in millions of homes of all classes. 

_ From enquiries he had made in a large number of towns 
in the Lancashire and Yorkshire area he was amazed at the 
total sales of gas appliances. In a town adjoining Man- 
chester, gas appliances amounting to no less than £295,000 
had been sold in five years, a sure sign that not only was 
gas wanted, but that consumers were ready and willing to 
purchase the necessary appliances to consume it. Unfor- 
tunately, from a gas sales point of view, up-to-date ap- 
pliances meant a_ considerable reduction in the gas 
consumption, but the sale of modern appliances should be 
encouraged, for it resulted in far greater satisfaction, both 
to the user and to the undertaking. The use of gas for 
industrial purposes was only in its infancy, and every large 
undertaking should have a competent staff available for 
research work in industrial problems. 

In the days of monopoly, the Gas Industry was content 
to adopt a laissez-faire attitude, but to-day every under- 
taking must be aggressive. It must be alive, and con- 
stantly on the alert to prove to the satisfaction of the 
public that gas could perform a “‘ thousand and one ”’ uses. 


Increasing Sales. 


The success of any business, in the long run, must be 
dependent upon the consistent service it rendered to the 
public, and the Gas Industry was no exception to that rule. 
Profits were not always a reliable guide, especially in 
public utility undertakings, and their significance should 
not be over-estimated. The Gas Industry should, there- 
fore, more intensively endeavour to increase its sales of 
gas, so as to be of greater service. 

Delay in adopting an improved method of charging was 
often due to the fact that it was equivalent to a reduction 
in price, and an undertaking must be in a position to 
meet the estimated loss in revenue before a tariff could be 
put into operation. In practice, however, the consumption 
of gas had often so increased as to reduce considerably the 
estimated loss. In other words, by adopting a bold policy 
and taking a business risk, both the consumer and the 
undertaking had benefited. It was obvious that no tariff 
reduced the cost of production, and it was for the members 
of the Association to see that every possible step was taken 
to put gas into the holders at the lowest cost. 

here was a time when every business had to live 
dangerously. No business could live in the past, and the 
Gas Industry must divest itself of its crinolines. A change 
must definitely be made in the outlook of those under- 
takings which were concerned mainly about building up 
large reserve funds. 

It was in the National interests that the Gas Industry 
should continue to flourish and utilize, to the best ad- 
vantage, the greatest of all our natural resources—coal. 
It was essential to the life of the nation, not only because 
coal could be dealt with in the most economical and scien- 
tific manner, but in order to provide those valuable by- 
products which were so vital to the life of the community. 

Unfortunately, the services that were rendered to the 
country during the last War, and were still being rendered, 
were not fully recognized. This, however, must not be an 
excuse for complacency; rather must it be a spur for 
further activity. At the present time, the cry was for a 
** Fitter Britain,’’ but what industry contributed more to- 
wards that ideal than the Gas Industry. It produced 
health, wealth, and happiness throughout the whole of the 
country, and the need for a “ keep fit ’’ campaign was in 
inverse ratio to an increased consumption of gas. Health 
was improved by creating a cleaner atmosphere, without 
interfering with the liberty of the citizen, for the Gas In- 
tg produced both a smokeless solid fuel and a gaseous 
uel. 

The outlook for the Gas Industry was never brighter 
than it was to-day, provided the opportunities for further 
service were seized with both hands. 

He had already pointed out that the financial world had 
unbounded confidence in the future of gas and a ready 
market could always be found for stocks and shares at 
prices well above par value. A similar confidence was 
shown by the strenuous efforts that were being continually 
and constantly made by eminent scientific and technical 
leaders, and the results obtained showed that, great as 
progress had been, the future still held- vast possibilities, 
both in regard to manufacture and also in the better and 
more extensive application of gas and its by-products. 
The selling of gas was rightly receiving far more attention 
than it did some years ago, and this policy must continue. 
The majority of industries produced a commodity with a 
limited use, but gas had unlimited applications. 

Figures recently published showed the astounding pro- 
gress that had been made in the sale of gas for industrial 
purposes, notably in Sheffield, Birmingham, Stretford, and 
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Newcastle, and industries were looking with confidence to 
the Gas Industry to solve their heating problems. Un- 
doubtedly, there was another great service to be performed 
in assisting in the trade recovery of this country. 

To-day, consumers had a choice of two, and, in some 
cases, even three fuels, and it was only by personal contact 
that additional loads could be secured. Service and effi- 
cient service was demanded by the public and must be 
given. We lived in an age of service, and where the differ- 
ence in price was small the load went to the industry 
which was always ready to give assistance and instruction 
if necessary. Provided it was fair, competition was the 
spice of business life, and every employee should realize 
that fact. Everyone must be 100% alive, and should be 
encouraged in every way to show an interest in the gas 
sales of the undertaking, whatever his position might be. 

With the partial passing of the slump, it was a matter 
for congratulation that consumptions in practically all dis- 
tricts in the Lancashire area had increased, and at least 
three undertakings in Lancashire had already put in hand 
additional plant to meet the increasing load. 

The figures which he had received from the various 
undertakings throughout the Lancashire area indicated 
that great headway was being made with the industrial 
load, while the load in other spheres was being maintained 
and in many cases increased. He felt justified in express- 
ing his pride in being associated with such a vigorous In- 
dustry. If the problems of the future were faced with the 
same determination and courage as those of the past, the 
Industry would continue to grow from strength to strength. 


Vote of Thanks. 


Mr. C. S. SHAPLEY (Leeds) thought that the City of Man- 
chester was exceedingly fortunate to have such a Chairman 
of its Gas Committee as Councillor Jackson, who gave 100%, 
support to the Gas Industry. He had much pleasure in 
proposing that a hearty vote of thanks be accorded to him 
for his extremely interesting and informative address. He 
was pleased to be able to state that Leeds had an ex- 
tremely efficient sales staff. Last year £75,000 worth of 
goods were sold in the showrooms, while for the present 
year, with a month still to run, a total of £95,000 had been 
reached. 

The services of the Gas Industry to the country during 
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the Great War had never been properly appreciated by the 
Government. The Industry put forward its best efforts to 
produce as much toluol and benzole as possible, even to the 
extent of depressing the quality of the gas produced. and 
thereby in ail probability losing quite a large number of 
customers. The time would come when the Ministry of 
Mines would realize that the Gas Industry was rendering a 
great national service, and would refrain from placing jp 
the hands of the coalowners a monopoly which they were 
using to their own advantage at the present day. 

Mr. R. E. Gisson (Liverpool) seconded the voice of 
thanks. 

Mr. S. E. WHITEHEAD (Southampton) supported the vote 
of thanks. For a layman, as he styled himself, Councillor 
Jackson appeared to have acquired a very extensive know- 
ledge of the inner workings of the Gas Industry and the 
utilization of its products. Speaking personally, he was 
very pleased to be received as a visitor to the Association 
meeting, and he recalled that a long time ago he himself 
was occupied in the North when he was a member of the 
Manchester Junior Gas Association. They were years of 
very great instruction and good fellowship, and it was 
exceedingly pleasant to be able to look around and see 
some of his old friends: Mr. Holton, Mr. Bridge, Mr. 
Buckley, Mr. Carter, and the President. 

The vote of thanks was carried unanimously by 
acclamation; Councillor JACKSON suitably responded. 

Mr. F. A. West (Altrincham) moved that a hearty vote 
of thanks be accorded to the retiring officers and the Com- 
mittee for their services during the past year, and referred 
in glowing terms to the work done by the retiring Presi- 
dent, Mr. A. L. Holton. 

Mr. S. Carter (Linacre, Liverpool) seconded the vote of 
thanks which was carried unanimously. 

Mr. H. Burton (Shipley), the newly-elected Hon. Secre- 
tary of the Association, responded to the vote of thanks. 

It was announced that the Chairman and Members of 
the Manchester Corporation Waterworks Committee had 
invited a number of technical societies, including the mem- 
bers of the Manchester and District Association of Gas 
Engineers, to inspect the Haweswater Dam of the Man- 
chester Waterworks on May 1. 

It was further announced that at a meeting of the Man- 
chester Association of Engineers to be held on March 19 a 
Paper would be read by Mr. E. W. Smith, C.B.E., D.Sc., 
F.1.C., entitled ‘‘ Modern Gas-Works Practice.”’ 


Training in Gas Fitting 


From a Paper presented to members of the Western 

Junior Gas Association at a meeting held at Bath on 

Saturday, Feb. 20—Mr. S. B. JONES (Clevedon), the 
President, occupying the chair. 


Gas fitting to-day is highly skilled technical.work if it is 
carried out correctly; in fact, it would be hard to find 
another trade which combines such a variety of specialized 
jobs. I always think a gasfitter must be a ‘“* Jack of all 
trades ’’ before he can be a master of his own. 

A gasfitter first of all has to fix the meter, and he is 
expected to know how it operates; next he has to run the 
actual gas supplies, doing all the necessary builder’s work, 
such as taking up floor boards, cutting brickwork, &c., 
and leaving the building in good order. Then comes the 
fixing of the appliances, which require adjustment and 
testing, and in cases where a flue pipe is necessary it is 
the fitter’s job to carry out that work also. When you 
consider the different appliances available for lighting, 
heating, cooking, and water heating, I am sure you will 
agree that gas fitting is not so straightforward as it might 
appear at first glance. 

In recent years it has become common practice when 
installing water heaters for gas undertakings to take over 
the entire hot water installation inasmuch they run the 
water supplies to and from the heater. Hot water sys- 
tems are included in the, syllabus of Gas Fitting; we must 
assume, therefore, that a gasfitter is expected to be able 
to carry out hot water work in connection with water 
heaters. This, of course, demands still more technical 
skill from the fitter. 

The problem of flues is a serious one, and in my opinion 
a great number of the complaints we reccive about the 
functioning of water heaters are due in some measure to 
inefficient flues, resulting in downdraught, excessive pull, 
or condensation, all of which interfere with the correct 
working of the appliance. In almost every instance the 
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cause can be traced to some local condition. I have found 
that a flue quite satisfactory on one job will probably be a 
complete failure in perhaps the next house. have given 
a great deal of thought to flue problems, and have often 
been amazed at the way people will experiment with dif- 
ferent flue terminals, when in most cases the trouble is 
not in the terminal at all. Condensation is due for the 
most part to the high thermal efficiency of various heaters 

causing a low temperature of the products of combustion 
in the flue. 

A vast amount of research work in the designing of 
modern gas apparatus has been carried out in order to 
obtain higher thermal efficiency; and although I must sxy 
that it is all to the good that these improvements liave 
been made, I am afraid that in some cases this thermal 
efficiency craze is being carried a shade too far, and we 
should realize that any increase beyond certain limits can 
only be obtained by sacrificing practical efficiency, causing 
an increase in maintenance cost. High maintenance costs 
are every bit as annoying to the consumer as they are 
to the gas undertakings, and this should be borne in 
mind when buying apparatus. 

A technical trade such as gas fitting demands the right 
type of craftsman, and the desired standard set up by the 
Industry is for a “‘ super man.’’ I think we expect too 
much from the present-day gasfitter, who is expected to 
be well-mannered, respectable in appearance, thoroughly 
honest and trustworthy, and to be able to do any ard 
every type of job from digging a trench in the roadway ‘o 
painting a surround to match a pastel-coloured gas fire. 
He is also expected to carry in his head a complete list 
of appliances and their prices, together with the undertak- 
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ing’s scale of charges for gas, and, last but not least, to 
he very diplomatic in dealing with the public. — a 

The Gas Industry to-day is having great difficulty in 
fnding men of the type which I have indicated, and this 
problem will become more acute unless the Industry puts 
its house in order as far as the Fittings Department 1s 
concerned. The type of man we require cannot be ob- 
tained ready-made. He must be trained in the Gas In- 
dustry, and given every chance to obtain promotion to 
keep him keen and enthusiastic in all his work. : 

To ensure a sufficient number of men of the right type 
to supply the needs of the Industry in the future, appren- 
tices, who will be the future fitters, should be selected with 
creat care. I do not mean that they should necessarily 
have a superior education, but they should. certainly be 
bright and intelligent and have common-sense. If a boy 
possesses these qualities, and his training is carried out on 
the right lines, the Industry will have no cause to worry 
about the future as far as gas fitting is concerned. ; 

An apprentice should have at least six to seven years 
training in practical gas fitting, and in my opinion an ideal 
training would be as follows: 


1st year —Fitter’s assistant in residential! district wee See 
ond ,, -Meterandcookerrepairshop . . . . . . 15-16 
3rd ,, -General district work . . . . . . +. « « I-17 
yth Assistant in works and laboratory . . ‘ 17-18 
5t Genera! work on district . ‘ 18-19 
6th , -Six months in repair and appliance testing shop. 

Six months on the district (hot water work 

PE 6 se se Ue te ee 19-20 
7tl -First class district work with as much hot water 
E work as possible, and he shou d be allowed to 

do a few jobs on his own responsibility. . . 20-21 


If you want first-class men you must give them first- 

class training, and the foregoing scheme is practical and 
workable in any medium-sized undertaking. It would, of 
course, be useless without a full course in Gas Fitting at a 
Technical College, and I would like to point out that 
more time should be devoted to drawing and simple cal- 
culations. It is remarkable, in these days, how many 
young men are lacking in this elementary knowledge. 
Lam afraid there is a growing tendency to employ youths 
who have only been in the trade three or four years on 
work of a cheap nature, and unless this practice ceases we 
shall find that we have only semi-skilled men, while fully 
skilled men will be at a premium, : 

Another practice which is growing is to employ youths 
of, say, 17 to 18 years of age, and with no practical ex- 
perience—only perhaps a couple of months in the repair 
shop—on cleaning and adjusting lighting burners, gas fires, 
&e., and call them ‘‘ Maintenance Fitters.” 

My idea of a “‘ Maintenance Fitter ”’ is a first-class gas- 
fitter who can start at the service pipe and thoroughly 
overhaul and adjust the entire gas installation. 

While on the subject, I would like to draw your atten- 
tion to the fact that these youths are compelled to attend 
technical classes, and are put forward as candidates for 
the Gas Fitting Examinations. With the system as it is 
to-day, any youth of average intelligence can pass the 
Final Examination. Unless the conditions governing the 
Gas Fitting Examinations are altered to make it impossible 
for anyone who has not served a complete apprenticeship 
in Gas Fitting to pass this examination, we shall soon have 
men holding Final Gas Fitting Certificates whose practical 
knowledge consists of cleaning and adjusting burners and 
making joints in a workshop, while they may never have 
fixed, or even seen fixed, a simple gas installation. I 
would welcome the return of the inspection of district 
work as a compulsory test as far as Gas Fitting Examina 
tions are concerned. . 

In the early days of gas fitting the internal pipes were 
made of lead or compo, and while pipes made of these 
metals are still used in a great number of towns there is a 
growing tendency to employ wrought-iron pipes both for 
external and internal work. I have been fortunate in 
having had experience with both practices, and I think 
that the arguments both for and against each of these are 
about equal, and I personally favour using copper pipe 
whenever possible, as this metal has. the advantages of 
the other metals without the disadvantages of either. 

1 am in favour of dividing up the area of the undertak- 
ing, if it is large enough, into districts, with an inspector 
in charge of each district. These districts should not be 
too large, and if possible every job should be measured up 
before the fitter’s visit; also, if the work is chargeable to 
the consumer, an estimate of the cost should be given. In 
this way, the number of disputed accounts would be reduced 
to a minimum and the fixing of unsuitable appliances 
would be avoided. ae Sal 

{n inspector should visit the job while it is in progress, 
and not have to inspect it when all is complete. In other 
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words, it is far easier to prevent a fault being made than 
it is to correct it afterwards. One cannot estimate what 
this personal service, given by an inspector, means to the 
consumer. The employment of a sufficient number of fully 
qualified inspectors to render this service is amply repaid 
by the increase in business and goodwill created between 
the consumer and the undertaking. 

The best method of increasing business is by giving 
service with and after sale. The Fittings Department is 
responsible for this service, as to both fixing the appliance 
and servicing it afterwards, and for that reason alone the 
Fittings Department should be regarded as of the greatest 
importance by every gas undertaking. 

In most undertakings the Fittings Department is placed 
under the charge of either the Distribution Engineer or 
the Sales Manager. I do not agree with this arrange- 
ment. I am of the opinion, if the undertaking is large 
enough, that the best policy is to treat the Fittings Depart- 
ment as a separate one, responsible for all gas fitting work 
on the district from the point where the service pipe enters 
the premises. 

Of course, there should be the closest co-operation be- 
tween the various departments. 


Discussion. 


The Presipent (Mr. S. B. Jones) did not agree with the 
Author in his desire for a high degree of technical training. A 
fitter such as that indicated would eliminate the need for in- 
spectors. The design of flue pipe, for instance, was specialized 
work. He would like to know whether copper tube was used at 
Bath. 

Mr. Craxrorpb, replying, said he thought that the Industry 
needed highly skilled technical and practical gasfitters, as it 
was desired to reduce the number of visits by inspectors. 
Copper tube was not used normally at Bath. 

Mr. A. Bett (Exeter), while he agreed with the need for good 
gasfitters, said it was not possible to get super-men. He had 
experience of boys from secondary and elementary schools, and 
it was found that the better boys from the former schools, 
after a short period at work, took the Air Force examinations 
and were gone. The less clever type of boy from those schools 
was not so much use as a good boy from an elementary school. 
If a boy had common-sense, he usually got on well irrespective 
of his early schooling. In his scheme of training the boy would 
go to the works first, as he felt the fitter would be hindered by 
a boy who had no knowledge of the use of tools, and there 
would be complaints of the high cost of fitting jobs. Regarding 
the ‘‘ maintenance ”’ fitter he agreed that it was a job for the 
best type of man, because this man was in the consumer’s 
house. 

Mr. A. B. Horsrietp (Bristol) mentioned that it was a con- 
dition of the boy’s employment at Bristol that evening classes 
should. be attended, and, further, if a boy was not satisfactory 
in these classes he was not usually likely to be of any value as 
a fitter. He thought the question of finding enough suitable 
teachers was a problem. Regarding the period in the work- 
shop, he thought this should be left till later in order to over- 
come any difficulty about employing boys in workshops. It 
did not take long to form a fairly accurate opinion of a boy’s 
worth. On the question of ‘‘ maintenance fitters,’’ he was 
strongly of the opinion that only the best men should do this 
work. When he spoke of a maintenance fitter he did not refer 
to the type of man who was sent round to clean burners: such 
men were not really gasfitters. He thought the Author would 
find copper much too expensive to replace compo or iron 
internal pipe. 

Mr. Craxrorp asked Mr. Horsfield’s confirmation of the fact 
that copper was double the cost of compo only in material, 
and not in the finished job. 

Mr. A. G. Hotron (Cheltenham) referred to sub-letting 
central heating work to local heating engineers. This was done 
by his undertaking with very beneficial results to both parties. 

Mr. J. Westey Wuimster (Director, Engineer. and Manager, 
Bath Gas Company) said that all new central heating jobs in 
Bath were sub-let, but that the work was done at the responsi- 
bility and to the satisfaction of the Gas Company. He was 
surprised that no reference had been made to cleanliness of 
fitters in their work on the district. He remarked that the 
ideas set out in the Paper were not those practised at Bath. 

Mr. K. L. CitarKk (Weston-super-Mare) mentioned an under- 
taking which had recently carcassed a new estate of houses in 
copper. The work was done under contract: all the pipe was 
cut at the workshops and fitted up on the job with capillary 
joints. 

Mr. CRAXFORD, replying, spoke of the need for including a 
real practical test in the Gas Fitting Examination. Under the 
present rule it was possible for a burner maintenance man of 
two years’ standing to pass the examination. 

A vote of thanks to the Author was proposed by Mr. J. E. 
Axroyp (Manager, Swindon, G.W.R. Gas-Works). supported 
by Mr. Sypney Situ (Assistant Engineer, Bristol Gas Com- 
pany). Mr. Craxrorp responded. 

After the meeting. tea was served through the courtesy of 
the Chairman and Directors of the Bath Gas Company. A 
vote of thanks to the Company was proposed by Mr. ARTHUR 
MarspDEN (Bristol). 
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The Joint Select Committee 


The Joint Select Committee on Gas Charges, whose previous 
sessions were reported in the “JOURNAL” on Feb. 17 


on Gas Charges 


and 24, continued its proceedings on Monday, March 8. 


Full particulars of the terms of reference, the personnel of 
the Committee, and the various Counsel briefed will be 


Proceedings 
continued 


found upon reference to the Dec. 23 and Feb. 17 issues. — 


Mr. TyLpestey Jones, K.C., for the South Metropolitan Gas 
Company, continued his speech. (His previous remarks were 
published in our issue for Feb. 24.) He first reminded the Com- 
mittee of the restrictions placed by Parliament upon statutory 
companies. For instance, the amount of capital to be raised 
was limited so that these companies had to come before Parlia 
ment from time to time for permission to issue more capital, 
and on such occasions it was open to local authorities and 
others to appear and make representations on matters affecting 
prices and the general conduct of the companies. He impressed 
the Committee with the importance of not placing further re 
strictions upon the conduct of gas companies and the point to 
which the Committee would have to direct attention was 
whether any further restriction was necessary. 

The CuarrMaNn said he imagined that the point to be con- 
sidered was whether the basic price system was adequate to 
protect all classes of consumers, and, if not, was any further 
protection necessary 

Mr. Tytpestey JONES replied that no complaint had been 
received against the basic price system, as such, although it 
had been complained that it failed to protect the small con 
sumer, and he would deal with that in detail later. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that it would be fairer to say that 
the basic price did not protect the poor consumer. Would it 
be possible to differentiate between the poor small consumer 
and the rich small consumer? 

Mr. Tytpestey JONes said it could be done if a consumer 
came with a certificate from the Public Assistance Authority 
saying he was a poor man and was in receipt of Public Assist 
ance, and would the gas company contribute towards his 
assistance by a cheaper supply of gas, in addition to its share 
of the general public assistance in the rates. That would in 
volve a means test, but why should the gas companies be called 
upon to supply uneconomic consumers while no such obligation 
was placed upon the butcher, the baker, or the Metropolitan 
Water Board? The effect of such a state of affairs would mean 
that public assistance in the County of London could then be 
meted out partly by the London Council and partly by the gas 
companies. 

Continuing, Counsel said the reason for these suggestions in 
relation to the Gas Industry was because it was an old industry 
and was started before the competition of electricity and oil 
existed. Since then, the electricity supply industry had come 
into existence under a modern system of legislation which 
amply protected it against the very thing which it was now 
being suggested should be applied to the Gas Industry. 

Coming to the basic price system, Counsel said that from 
some of the remarks by members of the Committee it appeared 
there might be a latent feeling that the basie price system 
needed reconsideration, but the terms of reference of the Com- 
mittee did not involve in any wavy the reconsideration of the 
basic price system as a system. The terms of reference were 
“to consider whether adequate protection is afforded to the 
interests of the different classes of consumers.”’ under the powers 
possessed by the South Metropolitan Gas Company for regu- 
lating charges, and ke asked the Committee to keep that in 
mind. 


No Previous Challenge to Basic Price System. 


Consideration was then given by Mr. Tyldesley Jones to the 
conditions which led to the introduction of the basic price 
system, and he stressed the point that although the South 
Metropolitan Gas Company had been before Parliament more 
than once since its basic price was first fixed, the London 
County Council had never challenged the. basic price as such 
nor did it in 1935 when the Company promoted a Bill. The 
1935 Bill of the Company was withdrawn for other reasons, but 
in 1936 it promoted another Bill and again the London County 
Council neither challenged the basic price system nor the 
amount of the basic price of the South Metropolitan Gas Com- 
pany as it was entitled to do. It was impossible to say that 
the basic price system had not established itself as the best 
system in preference to the maximum price or sliding scale 
system, and a most striking confirmation of the soundness of 
the scheme was to be found in a fact which the Committee had 
not vet heard about. When the electricity supply problem in 
London was dealt with some years ago, an agreement was come 
to in 1925 between the London County Council and the London 
electricity supply companies that in 1971 all the undertakings 
were to be vested in the Joint Electricity Authority which was 
to be set up, but in the intervening period between 1925 and 
1971 the prices charged by the Companies were to be on a basic 


price system with a basic dividend of 7°4,—and not 5’. as in 
the case of the gas companies. The London County Council 
adopted, in 1925, the very principle for electricity companies 
which it was now saying was unfair to the consumers in the 
case of gas; yet the electricity supply companies were author- 
ized to charge such prices as they pleased for different classes of 
consumers in order to pay the basic dividend of 7%, and if the 
price to the consumer was reduced, then the electricity com- 
panies could pay an even higher dividend. Counsel emphasized 
also that although at one time the Board of Trade was not 
converted to the basic price system, it had since been converted, 
and had expressed the view that it was desirable to extend the 
basic price system in the interests of the development of the 
Gas Industry. That was the view expressed before the Joint 
Committee of Parliament on Gas Undertakings (Basic Prices) 
in 1933, and there was no suggestion that the basic price sys- 
tem as a whole, which had been operating for some years, 
should be reconsidered. Incidentally, Counsel emphasized that 
under modern conditions competition was a more important 
factor than any system of charging, because prices had to be 
regulated by competition. 

The CHAIRMAN remarked that while the Board of Trade and 
others might have agreed with the basic price systems in the 
past, they might not agree that it now protected the one 
particular class of consumer. 

Mr. Ty.pestey JONES said the Board of Trade had always 
had this in mind, and expedients had been introduced into 
various Bills to deal with it. In the case of the South Sub- 
urban Bill of 1928 a clause was put in to the effect that the 
Company must not pay an increased dividend over the basic 
dividend if the price to the ordinary consumer was above the 
basic price, and he believed that the same clause went into a 
few Orders granted by the Board of Trade. But the Gas Ip- 
dustry protested, and contended that if the basic price fixed 
was a fair one as an average, then the Companies should not 
forfeit all benefit if they found themselves compelled to charge 
more tham the average to uneconomic consumers. The result 
was that that clause had been dropped. Moreover, the 
Wrottesley Committee took the view that to restrict the Com- 
panies in this way would be unfair to the Industry, and, in- 
deed, this point of the basic charge system not protecting the 
small consumer was not a new one. 

The CHAIRMAN said the point had been put afresh now to the 
present Committee and asked whether it was common ground 
that the basic price system did not protect the small consumer, 
and might penalize him. 

Mr. TyLpesteEy Jones said that the cost of gas. no matter 
what it was, would be a serious burden on people who had, say, 
£1 per week wage, and he reminded the Committee that some 
of the witnesses who had been called by the London County 
Council were unemployed. ; 

The CHatrMAN asked whether the point was not again arrived 
at that the poorest consumer had been led to rely upon gas 
and wanted to go on doing so. If the price was raised to this 
class of consumer, it might be said there was not adequate 
protection. 

Mr. Tyipestey Jones asked what “protection” really 
meant; did it mean giving an advantage to which these con- 
sumers were not entitled? The price of gas had been brought 
down by the gas companies by reason of economies they had 
effected, and now that conditions had changed were the com- 
panies to be asked to continue to charge the low prices to the 
small consumer which had been formerly possible, merely_be- 
cause some of the small consumers were poor? The Committee 
might come to the conclusion that this was a defect. but a 
small defect and one that would right itself. Counsel urved 
that the Committee should not be led away by the Press agita- 
tion which took place last autumn. 


Consideration of Competition and Public Opinion. 


Sir Watrer Monckton, K.C., for the Gas Light and Coke 
Company, intervening, said he was perhaps in a less trammelled 
position than Mr. Tyldesley Jones in dealing with the pro- 
tection for the small consumer; and speaking as he would. 
when he came to put his case for the whole Industry, he would 
say that a basic price system must be considered in all the 
circumstances in which it worked, and that included competi- 
tion and public opinion. In the case of the South Metropolitan 
Gas Company’s tariff public opinion had been sufficiently e'lec- 
tive to cause its withdrawal, so in that case public opinion hac 
been effective. He was instructed to say on behalf of the w hole 
Industry that competition began at the top and went r ght 
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wn to the very smallest consumer, and that when taking all 
he circumstances into account the basic price system did 
operate with sufficient safeguards for the protection of every 

dass of consumer. 1 mi 

Mr. TYLDESLEY Jones, referring to competition between ga 
and electricity, said this was being fostered by the electrica i 
methods of charge, the whole basis of which was to encourage 
larger consumers to use more and at reduced charges, and 
therefore it was essential that there should be a differential 
charge according to the user; in other words, the small con- 
gimer must pay more than the large consumer. Even Mr. 
(ollins, the London County Council expert, had said there must 

a differential charge, but one of the demands of the London 
County Council was that there should be a uniform charge for 
ill consumers with whom the Gas Company did not enter into 
, special contract. Where there was also a flat rate in opera- 
tion, nobody suggested that any modification of the basic price 
yystem was required. It was only when a compulsory tariff 
was introduced that it was said there was a defect by reason 
of the relation of the price to the small and large consumers. 
He therefore suggested the issue should be narrowed down to 
cases of a basic charge company imposing a tariff. He was 
definitely advocating compulsory tariffs and asked the Com- 
mittee to recommend that gas companies should have such a 
power. 

Continuing, Mr, Tyldesley Jones said he was going to resist 
to the utmost the proposals of the London County Council, 
because it meant that the London County Council would come 
into the control of the Company’s business at every conceivable 
stage and the Company would be hauled before Tribunals and 
spend a great deal of time and money on enquiries. Counsel 
said that if, as would probably be the case, a tariff was intro- 
dueed by the South Metropolitan Gas Company, ample notice 
would be given, and if the London County Council objected on 
the ground that under the tariff the price to a consumer taking 
not more than 10 therms per month would be unreasonably 
increased above that payable under the system of charge then 
in force, the Company would not bring the tariff into opera- 
tion until the price payable for domestic gas by that consumer 
under that tariff had been approved by “the Board of Trade. 
That, however, was not intended to apply when there was the 
same increase all up the scale, because that would not disturb 
the relation between the large and the small consumer. This 
proposal, said Counsel, had been communicated to the National 
Gas Council; and he understood they did not like it. The 
Committee, however, would not form any judgment until they 
had heard the National Gas Council, which, as a matter of fact, 
did not believe the Gas Industry should be put under even 
~ degree of restriction; but so far as the South Metropolitan 
Gas Company were concerned they were prepared to come under 
this provision, without wishing to prejudice the case for the 
National Gas Council in any way. Counsel said his Company 
would far rather leave the matter to the Board of Trade than 
to have any form of Tribunal. 

Sir LYNDEN Macassey, for the London County Council, said 
that if the Board of Trade would assume the responsibility for 
making a decision on these matters the London County Council 
would agree to the Board of Trade instead of a Tribunal. 
Beyond that, at the moment, he said he would not go in agree- 
ment with Mr. Tyldesley Jones. 

Mr. Giover, K.C., for the local authorities, also intimated 
that if such a condition were made general they would agree 
to the Board of Trade instead of a Tribunal. 

Mr. TyLDESLEY JONES, dealing with the effect of the new 
tariff on consumers using up to 10 therms per month, said it 
was 10°6d. extra per month and not 2s. 11d. per month as had 
been suggested during the proceedings. 

_ The CuarrMaN said he had the impression that the consumer 
in question had been asked to pay 33°, more under the new 
tariff 

Sir LyNnpeN Macassey said this was the case with the prepay- 
ment consumer. 


Mr, TyL_pestey JONES concluded his opening speech, 


TUESDAY, MARCH 9. 


Mr. Frank Jones (Vice-President of the South Metropolitan 
Gas Company) gave a brief account of the history of development 
of the South Metropolitan Gas Company. He said that the 
Company’s basic price was fixed in the Act of 1920, was con- 
firmed by Parliament in 1929, and was again fixed by Parlia- 
ment in 1936. He was, however, now prepared, as Mr. 
Tyldesley Jones had said on the previous day, to accept the 
Board of Trade as the revising authority. 

Continuing, Mr. Frank Jones said the policy of the Com- 
pany from the beginning had been to supply cheap gas, and 
that involved the ability to obtain cheap capital. 

The CHarRMAN: You have not required much capital, 
you? 

Witness said that not a great deal had been required. No 
new capital had been issued since 1928. Speaking of the hold- 
ing of shares in the Company, he said there were 18,166 
ordinary shareholders of whom 8,374 held £100 or less. There 
Were 4,380 co-partners, and 8,502 shareholders lived within the 
area of the Company. The co-partners held about £750,000 of 
stock. The Company had taken every step to reduce the cost 
of production. At the same time, however, there had been an 
increase in the cost of distribution. In 1930 the net cost of 

manufacture of gas had been reduced to 3°976d. and the cost of 
distribution to 1°066d., but whereas in 1936 the cost of manu- 
facture had been further reduced to 3°292d., the cost of dis- 
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tribution had increased to 1°612d., due to the demand by 
consumers for greater service and also to the increasing 
competition from electricity. He added that the amount of 
money spent on maintenance of works had been reduced to 
almost dangerous limits, and if the full amount were spent in 
that direction it would have great influence on the cost of 
manufacture. In his view gas had been sold to small con- 
sumers at too low a price, and that was why the increase 
under the new tariff seemed a high one. The aim of the tariff 
had been to put upon each class of consumer the fair share of 
the overhead charges. 

The CHAIRMAN asked if the question of differentiating between 
the poor small consumer and the other small consumers had 
been considered. 

Witness said this had been gone into, but it was not found 
possible. 

Continuing, he said it had been found by an examination of 
the slot meter consumers that 5°25°% of them used less than 12 
therms per annum, 8°61% used less than 24 therms per annum, 
and 31°95% used less than 84 therms per annum. 

The CHAIRMAN asked Mr. Jones whether as Chairman of the 
Company, looking back, he considered that the tariff which the 
Company introduced was justified. He added that the Com- 
mittee was not sitting to enquire into the business of the South 
Metropolitan Gas Company or its particular tariff, which was 
an incident. The fact that this tariff was promulgated by a 
Company with such a record of public service made the posi- 
tion more illuminating, and the Committee wished to know the 
view of the Chairman of the Company with 1egard to this 


tariff. 


A Tariff and Minimum Charge Necessary. 


Mr. Jones said that in his view a tariff was necessary and a 
minimum charge was necessary. He admitted the tariff was 
unjustified by results, and that, although economically it could 
be justified, psychologically its introduction was a mistake. 

In answer to further questions, Mr. Jones said an increase of 
the flat rate would offer no induceme “nt to an increase of con- 
sumption and would do nothing to relieve the present trouble. 
In order to obtain an increase of business there must be a 
progressive tariff. In that connection he referred to the posi- 
tion in the electricity supply industry in which the whole 
tendency was to get away from flat rates. If the Gas Industry 
was put on the same basis as the electricity industry and was 
allowed to make a minimum charge, the difficulty now being 
investigated would be overcome. The telephone service was 
also mentioned in this connection, and he said it was on these 
principles the Company had endeavoured to frame its tariff 
last year. It was not intended to increase the dividends of the 
Company by the introduction of the tariff, but if consumption 
went up as a result of the tariff it would be to the benefit of 
everybody. 

Referring to the period the tariff was in force before it was 
withdrawn, Mr. Jones said that those who paid more had had 
the excess amount refunded, but those who had benefited had 
not been asked to refund anything to the Company. 

Answering a question by Mr. Craig Henderson concerning the 
proposal of Mr. Tyldesley Jones yesterday as to revision of 
prices by the Board of Trade, 

Mr.. Jones said this was put forward with the approval of the 
South Metropolitan Gas Company’s Board of Directors, and 
added that in his view, if the poor consumer was protected, no 
further protection was necessary, 

The CHAIRMAN, remarking that this enquiry concerned other 
undertakings than that of the South Metropolitan Gas Com- 
pany, suggested it was possible the poor consumer might be 
affected by some other tariff than a compulsory tariff of the 
kind proposed by the South Metropolitan Company, such as an 
increase in the flat rate. The Committee might think that in 
that case also some protection was necessary not only in the 
case of the South Metropolitan Company but by other 
companies. 

In answer to the Committee, Mr. Jones said he had discussed 
the question of a voluntary tariff with people who knew far 
more about this matter than he did, and their view was that 
a tariff which was not compulsory was no tariff at all. 

Sir LYNDEN Macassey, before cross-examining for the London 
County Council, expressed the regret of the Council at the 
absence of Dr. Carpenter through ill-health—as Mr. Jones had 
during his evidence—adding an appreciation of the great ser- 
vices which Dr. Carpenter had rendered to the supply of gas 
in the South of London. 

CouNSEL’s first questions were directed to the reasonableness 
of the attitude of the London County Council towards the South 
Metropolitan Gas Company at all times, and witness agreed. 
He also agreed that this was the first time experience had been 
had of the incidence of the basic charge system on the small 
consumer under a compulsory tariff, and that a compulsory 
tariff was an experiment. It was the fact, he said, that in the 
case of the small consumer the tariff placed upon him the 
whole of his share of the overhead charges. 

In answer to further questions, Mr. Jones said that this 
particular tariff failed to bring in the additional revenue 
anticipated because the small consumer either could not or 
would not pay the additional price, but had the tariff had : 
run for about a year he believed the advantages would ae 
been found to outweigh the disadvantages. 

The CHarrMan said he supposed that a tariff which made 
such a large and sudden increase as 383° would not endear 
itself to the small consumer. The amount on Is. was not very 





much but it was a large fractional increase. 
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Witness agreed that the fractional increase was large, and in 
reply to Sir Lynden Macassey he said that this particular 
tariff failed as a revenue producer. 


No Other Instance of a Compulsory Tariff. 


It was emphasized in cross-examination by Sir Lynden 
Macassey that there was no other instance of a compulsory 
tariff in London, and practicaliy none elsewhere in the country. 

{t was put by Sir Lynden Macassey that in the case of the 
poor consumers a gas company had something approaching a 
monopoly as against electricity, owing to the price of gas, and 
these consumers should therefore be protected. 

Mr. Jones said that electricity was now in the houses of 
many poor consumers for wireless, and to that extent elec- 
tricity was there as a competitor. 

Sir Lynpen Macassey cross-examined Mr. Jones concerning 
the proposals put forward by the Company to provide a 
measure of protection to the small consumer. The proposals 
provided that the Company was to give notice of its intention 
to introduce a tariff compulsorily, so that the London County 
Council would have an opportunity to criticize it before the 
Board of Trade. 

Remarking that he would be as frank with Mr. Jones as the 
latter had been with him, he said the London County Council 
had in mind that if the Company did not introduce a com- 
pulsory tariff but increased the existing flat rate to a high 
figure and introduced a voluntary tariff, the protection would 
not apply and the London County Council could not go to the 
Board of Trade, even though the effect upon the small con- 
sumer might be just as great as or even greater than under a 
compulsory tariff. 

Mr. Jones replied that that could happen to-day. 

COUNSEL suggested that if the intention was to protect the 
small consumer against an unreasonable increase of charge, it 
was just as fair to protect the small consumer against an 
increase of the flat rate as against an increase under a com- 
pulsory tariff, 

Witness replied that he supposed that followed. 

COUNSEL suggested also that to afford protection for those 
consuming up to 10 therms per month, and not for those 
consuming 11 or 12 therms per month, was to draw an invidious 
distinction. He gathered that the figure of 10 therms per 
month was put into the proposal because it was the first step 
in the tariff introduced by the Company in September. 

Witness replied that a line must be drawn somewhere; he 
would not like to say it should be at 9 or 11 therms per month. 

CounseL said he gathered it was not put in as an attempt 
to differentiate accurately between those who were small con- 
sumers and those who were not. 

Witness replied that it represented something like the border 
line. 

Mr. H. P. Grover (representing the local authorities) also 
cross-examined. Having secured witness’ agreement that the 
working classes could not afford to pay the cost of wiring their 
houses for electricity, he drew attention to an extract from the 
Interim Report of the Gas Legislation Committee to the effect 
that the Industry feared the public criticism which would result 
from any attempt to impose two-part tariffs compulsorily, noi- 
withstanding that it could be shown that it would result in a 
redistribution of revenue and not an increased profit; and that 
the introduction of a compulsory two-part tariff would lead to 
the loss of many consumers who, though strictly speaking were 
uneconomic, did provide the undertakers with some return to 
compensate them for capital expenditure already incurred, 
which would be unremunerative if they were lost. 

Witness said there could be no doubt about the last few lines. 
He agreed that although the small consumers might not pay 
the full price for the commodity, they nevertheless paid some- 
thing towards standing charges, and that if those small con- 
sumers were lost to the undertaking the proportion of standing 
charges they were paying would have to be borne by the rest of 
the undertaking. 

In reply to further questions he said he did not think that a 
flat rate, side by side with an alternative tariff, would have met 
the Company’s purpose. 

Sir Francts ACLAND (a member of the Committee) asked 
whether, before the increased tariff was devised, the Company 
had considered alternative steps in the tariff, such as 10d., 8d., 
and 5d. instead of 11d., 74d., and 4d. per therm. 

Witness said that the ainsi and the Board had studied the 
matter very carefully and had considered all steps. 

Sir Francts AcLAND: Was there in your mind a considerable 
class of big consumer whom, if you were to keep, it was neces- 
sary to charge as low as 4d. per therm? 

Witness: Yes, definitely. 

Sir Francis Actanp: That, to some extent, is part of the 
justification of the considerable increase you felt bound to make 
to the small consumers? 

Witness: It was. 

Sir Francis AcLAND said he supposed that in the light of 
recent experience the Company would not try to make that 
sort of increase in one fell swoop to the smaller consumers 
again. 

Witness replied that nothing would induce him to put that 
tariff into operation in the way it was. 

Mr. E. V. Evans (Joint Manager of the South Metropolitan 
Gas Company) next gave evidence. He said that the Company 
had been working as hard as any other body in England for 
the development of a more logical and scientific system of fuel 
utilization. 
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Witness submitted a number of tables and cha: 
with the Company’s position. 

Mr. F. J. Wrorrestey (for the Company) asked if ; 
view of the Company that the real way of solving th 
of providing smokeless fuels ultimately was through th 
of gas or electricity. 

Witness said he believed the time must come when only 
electric current or gas would be used in houses for hea: ing. It 
was almést inconceivable that coal and coke carts would be 
running about the streets 20 years hence. 


Fulfilling a Public Need. 


One Table indicated the reduction of consumption per con. 
sumer during the past few years, although there had been an 
increase in the actual number of consumers; so that the Com. 
pany was fulfilling more and more a public need. 

On the other hand, the amount of attention which « nsumers 
required, and the cost of that attention, showed on th: average 
a marked tendency to grow. Consumers to-day needed newer 
and more decorative apparatus. There had been a steady in. 
crease year by year in the costs of such service, in terms of 
pence per therm sold. 

One of the means applied by the Company to counteract 
increased costs was to curtail dividends, and his — 5 showed 
that the Company’s dividends were reduced in 1931, again in 
1934, and again in 1936. So far as effecting further economies 
was concerned, the Company had pretty well reached the limit, 
If there were money available he believed one of the first things 
the Company would do was to modernize its coke and coal 
handling plant; that would result in further economies. 

Witness was asked whether, if it had been possible to reduce 
the price of gas by jd. or even by $d. per therm on the flat rate 
basis, a real increase in the amount of gas consumed would 
have resulted. His reply was that it would make very little 
difference; the consumers did not change from one form of fuel 
to another as the result of such a reduction. There would have 
to be a cut much larger than 4d. or $d. to induce them to use 
more gas. 

Counsel commented that the Company had not been able to 
judge of the results of applying the tariff because it had not 
been given a trial. It did not know how many consumers would 
have given up the use of coal fires and would have substituted 
gas fires by reason of the benefits they would derive under the 
tariff. Moreover, by charging as low a flat rate as possible, 
the Company had not been able to accumulate reserves with 
which to meet any loss resulting from the offer of a voluntary 
tariff during the early period of its application. 

Mr. Evans, replying to further questions, said the Company 
had not powers to adopt a two-part tariff, and judging from 
experience the Company would not have been able to obtain 
the payment of a standing charge as a lump sum from prepay- 
ment meter consumers. In many cases the small prepayment 
consumer was not able to find the money in a lump sum. He 
agreed with Counsel that the difficulty with the two-part tariff 
was that the consumer must “ pay to get inside ”’ before he 
used any gas. Further, it was more just that he should be 
charged on the basis of the amount of gas passing through his 
meter. It would be impossible at this stage to rescue the Com- 
pany from its difficulties by offering an optional tariff. 

Asked what would be the result of having to continue charging 
on the basis of a flat rate, he said there would be greatly 
diminishing consumption, and the diminished consumption 
would have to bear approximately the same overhead charges. 
The net result would be that prices would have to be inc reased. 
The electrical undertakings, he added, were taking business 
because they had their standing charges paid. When the gas 
undertakings had their standing charges paid they would be on 
a fairly comparable basis, and, if they could get on to that 
comparable basis, the efficiency of the gas making process was 
such that it would retain and increase its ability to compete. 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10. 


A Table of figures was handed in giving details of the per- 
centage of prepayment meter consumers in various cases. It 
was shown that the South Metropolitan Gas Company has 75 
the Commercial Gas' Company 85%, and the Gas Light and Coke 
Company 60%. : 

Mr. Evans was then briefly cross-examined by Mr. H. F. 
Brpper for the London County Council, and by Mr. Gover for 
the local authorities, and said that what the South Metropolitan 
Gas Company did last year any basic price company in the 
Provinces could also have done. 

In answer to other questions, witness agreed that under the 
tariff 207,000 prepayment consumers of the South Metropolitan 
Gas Company would have paid the full price of 11d. per therm 
for all their consumption, but said this pre-supposed that the 
consumers did not use more gas and did not get the benefit of 
the lower charge provided for by the tariff, with increased con- 
sumption. The whole object of the tariff was to encourage 
consumers to use more gas and get it at a cheaper price. 

The CHAIRMAN again intervened and said that if the Com- 
mittee were enquiring into the South Metropolitan Gas Com- 
pany’s tariff, all these questions would have to be gone into. 
The Committee, however, was going into the general qué stion. 
and it would have to be recognized that gas companies must 
get sufficient revenue to meet their legitimate charges if the 
Industry was to remain efficient. 

Sir Alexander Walker, K.B.E., was the next witness for the 
South Metropolitan Gas Company. He said he was in no way 
connected with the Gas Industry, but had been associated with 
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the Industry in various capacities; for instance, as Chairman 
of the Area Gas Committee for Sheffield and the Committee 
appointed by the Board of Trade to consider the possibility of 
ordinating the manufacture and distribution of gas in the 
West of Scotland and to make recommendations. He went on 
to speak of the great importance of gas for industrial purposes 
yd of the manner in which its use in this connection was 
expanding in Birmingham and Sheffield in particular. All this 
jevelopment, however, was only possible if gas was available at 
cheap rates in competition with electricity and oil. The Gas 
Industry required practically complete freedom of control with- 
gut restrictions. In his view a service charge and a flat rate 
thereafter to all domestic consumers would be the soundest 
method to adopt. If the small consumer was to be supplied at 
such a low rate that he was not paying the costs involved, he 
was loading other people, perhaps almost as poor, with higher 
charges. 

ag F. G. Brewer, Secretary to the South Metropolitan Gas 
Company, said that while the tariff was being considered en- 
quires were made as to the consumption per head in various 
poor streets, and the result showed an average of 141 therms 
per year. An other streets the average was 189, again quite 
poor families, and these would all have benefited under the 
tariff. Among them, however, were some consumers taking 
only 7 or 8 therms a year, and these people probably had only 
a gas ring. ‘Thus, there was a large number of consumers 
where a slight increase of consumption would have given them 
a benefit under the scale. All these were prepayment meter 
consumers. 

Mr. WrorresLey, for the South Metropolitan Gas Company, 
during this evidence pointed out that consumers who consumed 
only 7, 8, or 9 therms a year were simply making use of the 
Gas Company, and he imagined the Committee would say that 
to such consumers the Gas Company owed no duty. 

Witness, continuing, said that all the houses investigated had 
coal fires, and if there was an increase in the use of gas and less 
coal used, these consumers would soon reach a consumption 
which would enable them to benefit under the tariff. Witness 
suggested that an income of between 60s. and 80s, per week was 
representative of the artisan classes in the Company’s area, 
and the returns show that the amount spent on gas varied with 
the size of the family and was not a fixed proportion of the 
income. The range of incomes as a whole which he had given— 
and they included contributions by members of the family, 
apart from the principal wage earners—was, in his view, far 
more typical of the conditions in the Company’s area than was 
indicated by the evidence of wages put forward by the London 
County Council, some of whose witnesses were unemployed. 
Moreover, it was the fact that where the income was of the 
order he had mentioned, as much as 4s. or 5s. per week was 
spent on gas before the tariff was introduced. 

Evidence was then called from consumers who spoke of the 
advantages of the tariff in their particular circumstances, the 
consumption in these cases being such that a benefit was ob- 
tained—viz., more than 22 therms per month. In one case 
there was a benefit of 4s. 1ld. during the month the tariff was 
in force. The incomes ranged from about £3 to slightly over 
£4 per week. All these consumers spoke in favour of the tariff, 
their consumption being large enough to bring them within the 
benefit. They all expressed the view that they should pay a 
lower price for gas than consumers using very much less gas. 

The CHAIRMAN said it was obvious from this evidence that 
these consumers used sufficient gas to benefit under the tariff, 
and naturally, therefore, they supported it. 

Mr. Wrorres.ey said he desired, by this evidence, to destroy 
the suggestion that had been made that this tariff did not 
benefit the poor consumer. 

Mr. R. N. Barnett, Chief Accountant to the South Metro- 
politan Gas Company, said there were over 200,000 consumers 
of the Company who did not take sufficient gas to meet the 
overheads incurred by the Company and were therefore in- 
volving the Company in a loss in the absence of the tariff. As 
compared with the tariff, these consumers, when paying 9d. per 
therm, involved a loss to the Company of £430,000 per annum; 
moreover, under the tariff, consumers taking up to 14 therms 
would still be a loss to the Company of some £277,000 per 
annum. : 

In answer to a member of the Committee, 

Mr. WrorresLey said he was informed that there was now 
available a satisfactory prepayment two-part tariff meter. _ 

This concluded the case for the South Metropolitan Gas 
Company. 




















































Case for the National Gas Council, the Gas Com- 
panies’ Protection Association, and the Gas Light 
and Coke Company. 


Sir Water Monckton then addressed the Committee and said 
he would confine himself to three points—viz., the general ques- 
tion of whether the basic price system afforded adequate safe- 
guards to consumer; whether the poor consumer in particular 
was adequately protected; and finally, in the terms of reference 
to the Committee, what, if anything, should be done. 

After claiming to speak for the whole of the Gas Industry, 
Sir Walter said there were 33 basic price companies in the 
country and it was safe-to say that at the present time well 
over 50% of the gas supplied to-day by companies was on the 
basic price system. Referring to the 40 local authorities repre- 
sented by Mr. Glover, he said there were 70 local authorities 
in the area of the Gas Light and Coke Company alone, and 
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there were obviously a large number of local authorities who 
were satisfied with the operation of the basic price system in 
their areas. He asked the Committee to hesitate before putting 
upon all basic price companies restrictions which would hamper 
them carrying on their undertakings properly. Counsel said he 
wanted to put before the Committee the view of the companies 
with regard to the step taken by the South Metropolitan Gas 
Company. Their view was that it was definitely commercially 
unwise. 

The CuHarRMAN remarked that what the South Metropolitan 
Gas Company had done was within the powers conferred on 
them by the Act. 

Sir Waiter Monckton replied that he did not say it was 
wrong or illegal, but the view of the Industry, from the point 
of view of commercial wisdom, was that the step taken was 
unsound, and that appeared to have been admitted by the 
South Metropolitan Gas Company. That was clear from the 
evidence, and there was no danger of its repetition. Certainly 
there was no danger of other companies doing the same sort of 
thing. He said that the basic price system, isolated from the 
circumstances in which it worked, did not afford protection to 
the small consumer, but when the surrounding circumstances 
were taken into account he contended no further protection was 
required. 

Counsel commented on the impossibility of differentiating be- 
tween the poor and the small consumer, and said his clients 
approached the question from the point of view of the small 
consumer. The companies did not wish to lose the small con- 
sumers, but the whole idea of the tariff was to encourage the 
uneconomic consumers to take more gas. 

Counsel then dealt with the proposals of the London County 
Council with regard to revision of prices, and criticized them 
on the lines of the criticisms already placed before the Com- 
mittee as regards interference with development, delays, &c. 
He emphasized that the proposals would introduce an entirely 
novel consideration in the regulation of prices of gas companies 
which was quite foreign to any control of their competitors. 
The proposed Tribunal was to consider also that uncertain 
question of reasonableness in the public interest, and the whole 
of the proposals if adopted would place an undue burden on the 
basic price companies. 

The suggestion of the South Metropolitan Gas Company that 
the London County Council should have power to take the 
question of prices to the Board of Trade was next criticized. 
He deprecated any Tribunal being given further control over 
gas companies in the way suggested. 


(To be concluded.) 


Brighton, Hove, and Worthing Gas 
Company 
A Satisfactory Statement 


The Annual Ordinary General Meeting of the Brighton, Hove, 
and Worthing Gas Company was held on Friday, March 12, at 
the Company's Offices, 5, Great Winchester Street, London. 

Mr. A. M. Pappon, M.Inst.C.E., Chairman of the Company, 
said; Gentlemen,—Looked at as a whole, I think the statement 
which it is my privilege to present’ to you to-day may be held 
to be a satisfactory one, emerging from a period characterized 
by considerable difficulty. These difficulties are of two kinds— 
general, as applicable to the Gas Industry throughout the coun- 
try, and particular as peculiar to ourselves. 'laking those of 
the first category, we have had to sustain in common with other 
gas enterprises an arbitrary increase in the cost of coal to 
relieve those areas supplying coal which are in a distressed con- 
dition. These accounts have had to sustain charges due to the 
completion of our work at Portslade in the rehabilitation and 
reconstruction of our works. That has been going on for some- 
thing like 16 years; but I think we may say that we have now 
reached the end of that particular task. Another thing which 
these accounts have had to bear is the final writing off of the 
dead capital upon the Littlehampton Undertaking. 

Finally, we have had to combat the unfair competition of the 
Brighton Corporation, who are suppliers of electricity, which 
has continued for many years. Now that Parliament has laid it 
down that there shall be free choice on the part of the tenant 
whether he will use gas or electricity, I hope that in future 
better counsels will prevail, and that we shall see an end of this 
unfair treatment. After all, we are very nearly the largest rate- 
payer in Brighton, and I think we ought to receive equitable 
treatment. 

The accounts are satisfactory. Gas has brought us in £24,000 
more approximately. We have lost a little on meters, stoves, 
and fittings rentals owing to the trend to acquire such apparatus 
by hire-purchase, and so our net figure of increase for the last 
items taken together—sale of gas and rentals—is £17,349. 

With regard to the sale of apparatus, which is important, for 
it accounts largely for the increase in capital, the value of sales 
of apparatus in 1936 was £130,913; a year before it was only 
£69,988, which is an increase of 87°, a very remarkable figure. 
We increased the number of our consumers by nearly 2,000, so 
that we have certainly not gone back. On the other side coal 
and raw materials have cost £28,812 more; maintenance of works 
and plant shows a reduction on account of the writing-out of 
dead capital to which I have already referred. That item is 
therefore £6,335 less. 

The report and accounts were unanimously adopted. 
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Lea Bridge District Gas Company 


The Annual Ordinary General Meeting of the Lea Bridge 
District Gas Company was held at 5, Great Winchester 


Street, Old Broad Street, 


March 9, 


London, E.C. 2, on Tuesday, 
1937—Mr. ARTHUR M. PADDON, M.Inst.C.E. 


(Chairman of Directors), presiding. 


The Secretary (Mr. Norman H. Davies) read the notice con- 
vening the meeting, and the report and statement of accounts 
for the year ended Dec. 31, 1936, were taken as read. 


THE CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS. 


The CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption of the report and 
accounts, said that they were unaccustomed on such occasions 
to hear any very sensational statement. They were generally 
in possession of a small expansion of business and occasionally 
ot a small decrease, so that the figure of 44° increase in gas 
sales mentioned in the report was, in the circumstances, rather 
gratifying. 

Wealing first with the capital account, the Chairman pointed 
out that while they had spent £17,276 they had written off an 
almost equivalent amount, leaving as an augmentation of ex- 
penditure on capital account as a result of the year’s work 
£293. The increased sales of gas had amounted to some 46 
million cu.ft., so the effect had been to reduce the amount of 
capital per million cu.ft. sold from £511 to £488. This was a 
move in the right direction and they had arrived at a figure 
below which they could not reasonably expect to improve. 

{In regard to the revenue account, on the credit side by the 
sale of gas, rental of meters, stoves, and fittings they had 
received practically £7,000 more than in the previous year, 
while residuals had brought in some £4,500 more. The total 
receipts had risen from £246,981 to £258,586—an increase of 
£11,600. On the other side of the account they must, of course, 
expect a considerable increase in expenditure; raw materials 
had cost £4,017 more and repairs, maintenance, and renewals of 
works and plant over £1,000 more; but expenditure on mains 
had cost some £1,300 less. The principal increase in expendi- 
ture was, as in most cases at this time, to be found in the repair 
and maintenance of stoves and fittings. The increase under 
this heading amounted to over £5,000, which most of them 
would recognize as attributable in part to an extension of hire- 
purchase business and the provision of materials and imple- 
ments to meet it. The other items in the revenue account 
followed those of the previous year so closely that a comparison 
would hardly be useful. A sum of £3,455 had been allocated 
to the co-partnership fund, while the renewal fund had been 
supplemented to the extent of £2,000. The total expenditure 
had been £11,559 more, the balance carried to the profit and 
loss account being slightly larger than last year. 


Profit and Loss Account. 


In regard to the profit and loss account, there was a special 
contribution to the contributory pensions fund of £2,000 in 
addition to the £1,696 routine payment in the revenue account. 
The latter was an equivalent amount to the employees’ con- 
tribution. In order to accelerate the process of liquidating the 
Company’s liability for the deficiency in this fund they had 
made this special contribution. They brought into the profit 
and loss account a sum of £22,497 a took out £24 more—not 
a great deal, but on the right side. 

In the reserve fund account they had invested about £1,000 
received in respect of interest on investments, while the amount 
of the special purposes fund invested outside the Company con- 
tinued to serve as an insurance. The renewal fund account had 
been increased by £2,000. 

The balance-sheet told them that while the book value of 
their investments amounted to £88,697 their market value was 
much in excess of that figure, though not, at the present time, 
quite so high as the Dec. 31, 1936, valuation. At that date the 
market value was £119,000, so they had a very sound reserve to 
fall back upon. The stove reconditioning—revenue suspense 
account—was £13,000, and it might be said that the major 
portion of this obligation had been dise harged. They had sub- 
stituted coloured stoves, fires, &c., for the old black ones in 
response to the public de mand for “such a change. Personally, 
he could not see any great benefit from such a trend—he used 
an old pattern black cooker in his own house and found it 
perfectly satisfactory—but, nevertheless, the public taste had 
to be administered to. The total standing at the credit of their 
co-partnership fund was £33,000, and the contributory pensions 
fund had, during the past three years, received £37,000 in 
satisfaction of actuarial requirements. Those figures consti- 
tuted a fairly satisf: uctory total, taking them in their entirety, 
and he did not think there were any further details with which 
he need trouble them. 


The Industrial Load. 


They would doubtless like to hear something in regard to 
future prospects. The future of every gas undertaking must 


vary in degree, but the chief feature peculiar to the Lea Bridge 
Company was the rapid increase in recent years of what they 
might call the commercial sale of gas—sales under contract in 
large units—and much had to be considered in regard to the 
expansion of an undertaking’s business in this direction. Ip 
the case of an undertaking whose plant and provision for out- 
put of gas were very close to the requirements of the public it 
could not afford to offer large industrial loads at a tae rate 
of charge, because that immediately involved further capital 
expenditure. It would therefore disparage that form of busi- 
ness. But in the case of an undertaking which had made ful] 
provision for the future there was a margin to meet such de 
mands, and their policy could be framed accordingly. If an 
undertaking had a large amount of unemployed plant and 
capital on which interest and dividends had to be paid the 
incentive to take large industrial loads was a very urgent one, 
being the only immediate relief it could obtain. The Lea 
Bridge Company had a considerable margin of plant and general 
provisions for supplying gas remaining to them, so that they 
need not be concerned with the proportion of their business 
absorbed in industrial supplies. Nevertheless, it was not a road 
down which they could wander blindly. It was, in fact, 
matter which called for urgent and careful study on the part 
of the Directors. The tendency of this Company and of others 
operating in the eastern districts of London was to look more 
to this industrial load, and as they became more dependent 
upon it so the figures of cost and charge called for more 
intimate examination. 

The Chairman observed that he would rather have a com- 
pany with a steady demand for industrial gas. As a rule such 
a load did not add to the maximum demand upon the under- 
taking at any time. Most undertakings had to calculate their 
plant upon the Sunday mid-day load. The demand between 11 
and 2 o’clock on that day was the biggest with which the 
management had to cope, and anything which added to that 
load was not beneficial to the undertaking. But the industrial 
load running six days of the week did not represent any ap- 
preciable addition to the maximum daily output of the under- 
taking. This matter would become an increasing problem to 
their Company. But it was not necessarily detrimental; it 
might, indeed, be beneficial provided it was accorded the proper 
precautionary treatment. 

The CHarrMAN then formally moved the resolution for the 
adoption of the report and accounts, which was seconded by 
the Deputy-CHarRMAN (Mr. G. W. Carey), and, there being no 
response to the Chairman’s invitation to shareholders to com- 
ment on the report, it was put to the meeting and carried 
unanimously. 


Dividends. 


The CuarrMan thereafter moved the declaration of dividends 
for the half-year ended Dec. 31, 1936, at the following rates: 
4% per annum on the 4% preference stock 


a 
5% ne - 5% re 

6% 99 - 6% 

83% ma " consolidated ordinary stock 


(all less income-tax), payable on Friday, March 12, 1937. 
This was seconded by Mr. E. L. Burton, F. S.A.A., and 
carried unanimously. 


Re-Election of Director and Auditor. 


The CHAIRMAN then moved the re-election of Mr. G. W. 
Carey, being the Director retiring by rotation. Mr. Carey had 
been a Director of the Company, said the Chairman, for over 
thirty years. His experience and judgment were of a kind that 
was of considerable value to them. 

Mr. S. H. Jones seconded the resolution, which was carried 
unanimously, Mr. Carey briefly acknowledging his re-election. 

On the proposition of Mr. A. W. Oke, seconded by Mr. D. C. 
Roserts, the retiring Auditor, Mr. Thomas W. Baird, F.C.A., 
was re-appointed. 


Votes of Thanks. 


The CHAIRMAN went on to say that the details which he had 
been able to place before them could not have emanated but 
from a united body of officers and staff from top to bottom. 
The collective efforts of all had enabled them to put such 
figures before the meeting. If things were not going well the 
Directors could make a lot of changes, but it was the executive 
staff who produced the results for which the Directors took 
the credit. So he thought they would like to send their thanks 
to all those who had contributed to those results, and especially 
to those who were not able to be present on that occasion. In 
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addition, he moved a vote of thanks to all their co-partners, 
for co-partne rship implied the co-operation of everyone. 

The DeruTy-CHAIRMAN, in seconding the vote of thanks, re- 
marked that under the supervision of Mr. Cross they were all 
, very happy family. Mr. Cross took a great interest in the 
aff, and so long as they all pulled together they would con- 
tinue to get good results. In Mr. Davies, too, they had an 
oficer who always had all the details of the Company at his 
finger tips, and he was a very valuable officer. 

An expression of sincere thanks to the Chairman for pre 
siding at that meeting and to all the Directors for what they 
had done during the past year was accorded on the proposition 
of Mr. A. E. Pierce, seconded by Mr. D. C. Roperrs. 

The CHAIRMAN, in acknowledgment, said that this vote of 
thanks would help them to go forward with the set intention of 
trying lo do something even better. They had a rather trouble- 


Further Gas Undertakings’ 


Cleveland. 


The report of the Directors of the Cleveland Gas Company 
states that the profit made during the half-year to Dec. 31, 1936, 
has been £1,010, to which must be added the amount brought 
forward from last half- year, £4,726, making the balance at the 
credit of the profit and loss account at Dec. 31, 1936, £5,736, 
which sum the Directors propose to dispose ‘of as follows : In 
paying a dividend at the rate of 25% per annum (less income- 
tax), £498, to contingent fund, Aut to reserve for renewal of 
carbonizing and purifying plant, &c., £311, leaving to be car- 
ried forward to next half-year’s account, £4,726. 


Dover (South-Eastern). 

The Directors of the Dover Gas Company report that the 
audited statement of accounts of the Company for the year 
ended Dec. 31, 1936, shows that after paying in respect of the 
first half-year a dividend of £3 15s.% on the Ordinary stock 
and shares, and after providing for all fixed charges, and con- 
tributions to special purposes, renewals, and Co-partnership 
funds, there is a total available balance of £17,513, out of which 
the Directors recommend the oe ment (less income-tax) of the 
following dividend in respect of the second half-year—viz. : 
£4 15s.% on the ordinary ods and shares (making, with the 
interim dividend, 8$°% for the year), which will absorb the sum 
of £5,819, leaving £11, 695 to be carried forward to the credit 
of the current year. The sales of gas show an increase of 55,904 
therms, equal to 3°2°% over the previous year. The number of 
consumers has increased by 113. 


East Grinstead 


The Directors of the East Grinstead Gas and Water Company 
ieport that for the year ended Dec. 31, 1936, the receipts from 
eas and meter and stove rentals in 1936 amounted to £22,263; 
from residual products, £6,522; and from water and meter 
rental, £12,108. After payment of the interim dividend interest 
on debenture and other fixed charges the profit and loss ac- 
count shows a balance of £11,330 available for dividends, from 
which the Directors recommend payment for the half-year 
ended Dec. 31, he of £3°, on the preference shares, £59 on 
the eriminal * > stock and ‘‘ A” shares, and £38 10s.% on the 
“BB” and en shares (less income-tax), which with the 
interim dividend paid on Sept. 1 last on the preference shares, 
“A”? stock and “A” shares, and “B” and ‘“C”’ shares, 
will make £6, £10, and £7°%, respectively, for the year. This 
will absorb £3,101 and leave a balance to be carried forward of 
£8,229, The sales of gas show a very satisfactory increase of 
52%, over the previous year, and the water revenue also shows 
an Increase of 41 


Hartlepool. 


The profit of the Hartlepool Gas and Water Company for the 
vear, after including grants received from H.M. Treasury under 
Developme nt (Loan Guarantees and Grants) Act, 1929, and 
paving interest on debentures, &c., is £27,725, which, together 
with the sum of £23,046 brought forward from last year, makes 
a total of £50,771. After paying an interim dividend of 23%, 
less income-tax, there remains an available balance of £36,817, 
ut of which the Directors propose »d a final dividend of 2h bs 
‘s income-tax (making 5 for the year), absorbing £13,953, 
and leaving a balance of £22,863 to carry forward to the next 

count, 


Ipswich. 

The Directors of the Ipswich Gas Light Company submit 

counts for the year ended Dec. 31, 19386, which show that 
fter payment of the interim dividend at the rate of £6 10s.‘ 
er annum, and providing for interest and other charges, there 
s an available balance of £32,604. The Directors recommended 
he payment of the following dividends in respect of the Decem- 
wr half-year, viz.: At the rate of £6 10s.% per annum on the 
onsolidated stock; and £5", per annum on the 5%, preference 
tock, which will absorb the sum of £7,580, leaving a balance 
to carry forward of £25,023. There was an increase of over 32 
million cu.ft, in the quantity of gas sold during the year. 
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some period in front of them, but while they had the support 
of the shareholders they would face it without much nervous- 
ness. 

Mr. D. C. Cross (Engineer and General Manager), in rr 
sponding to the vote of thanks to the officers and staff, said 
that they did appreciate this resolution. They were a very happy 
family, and eve ryone was doing his best for the Company; and 
they had every encouragement from the Board of Directors. 

Mr. Norman H. Davies also responded to the vote. Speak 
ing for himself, he said, he would feel ungrateful if he did not 
say “‘ thank you,”’ and so far as lay in his power there would 
be the same degree of co-operation in the future to achieve 
equal results to those which the Chairman had put before them 
on that occasion. He would have great pleasure in conveying 
to the staff their expression of appreciation. 

The meeting then terminated. 


Results 


Keswick. 


The report of the Directors of the Keswick Gas Company for 
the year ended Dec. 31, 1936, states that after allowing for de- 
preciation of cookers and meters, the revenue account shows a 
balance to credit of £920 on the year’s working. Deducting 
from this amount £44 for interest on loans, £329 for income- 
tax, and adding £188, interest on investments, there remains a 
sum of £735. The Directors propose a dividend at tke rate of 
10%, per annum upon the original capital of the Company, and 
at the rate of 7° per annum on the additional capital of the 
Company (both less income-tax). This will absorb £812, leav- 
ing £77 to be taken from profit and loss (net revenue) account. 
There has been an increase in the output of gas to the extent 
of over 3 million cu.ft. During the year a new tar tower has 
been erected and over 1,000 yd. of 6 in. main laid to augment 
the supply to the Chestnut Hill district; this has been charged 
to revenue, besides many new services and the usual retort re- 
newals, 


Maidstone (South-Eastern). 


The Directors of the Maidstone Gas Company report that after 
paying in respect of the half-year a dividend at the rate of £8°. 
per annum on the 5% capital stock, and after providing for all 
fixed charges PraacPe Tam £2,000 for depreciation of meters and 
a contribution to the reserve fund of £2,464) there is a total 
available balance of £14,600, out of which the Directors recom 
mend the payment of the following dividend in respect of the 
second half-year—viz.: On the 5% capital stock at the rate of 
£10% per annum, waded will shaiat> the sum of £8,287, leaving 
£6,313 to be carried forward to the credit of the current year. 
The sum of £2,000 has been written off the commuted pension 
suspense account. The sales of gas show an increase of 1 
compared with the year 1935. 


North Middlesex 


The Directors of the North Middlesex Gas Company report 
that for the year ended Dec. 31, 1936, the sale of gas shows an 
increase of 9°419% compared with that for the preceding year, 
the use of gas for refrigeration and dome stic hot water supply 
growing in favour as its utility and convenience for these pur- 
poses become more widely appreciated. The profit for the year 
(including interest received) after charging interest on deben 
ture stock and temporary loans, &c., and transferring the sum 
of £2,000 to the contributory pensions fund, amounts to csr 
which, with £7,744 brought forward from the previous year 
makes the disposable balance £35,677. Interim dividends on 
account of the year ended Dec. 31, 1936, declared by the Direc 
tors, were paid on Aug. 29 last, at the following rates: On the 
5° preference stock, £5° per annum; on the 6 preference 
stock, £6%, per annum; and on the standard consolidated 
stock, £7 10s.°4 per annum (less income-tax), and the Directors 
now recommend the declaration of final dividends for the year 
ended Dec. 31, 1936, at the same rates, and that £3,000 be 
transferred to the reserve fund. These appropriations (in- 
cluding the interim dividends) amount to £27,519, leaving 
£8,158 to be carried forward to the credit of the profit and loss 
account for the current year. During the year £25,000 stan- 
dard consolidated stock was issued, realizing £42,795, the 
proceeds being credited to capital ac count. An issue of £20,000 
4% debenture stock was made as from Jan, 1, 1937, realizing 
£21,600. 


Stamford. 


At the annual meeting of Stamford Gas Company the pay 
ment of the interim dividend of 6% was confirmed, and the 
payment of a final dividend of 7% actual (less tax) was made, 
making a dividend of 13% for the whole year. The profit for 
the year was £3,305. There continues, stated the Directors’ 
report, an increasing demand for gas-consuming appliances, 
reflecting a substantial addition to the revenue from the sales 
of gas, which, together with an increased return from the sale 
of coke, has compensated for the increased cost of coal without 
raising the price of gas. 








Trade 


Firth Blakeley, Sons, & Co., Ltd. : Change of Address. 
We learn from Messrs. Firth Blakeley, Sons, & Co., Ltd., 
that their address is now: Church Fenton, Tadcaster, 


Yorkshire. 


A Repeat Order for Messrs. W. J. Jenkins. 

Messrs. W. J. Jenkins & Co., Ltd., of Retford, have received 
a repeat order from the British Gas Light Company for an 
extension to their intermittent vertical plant at Holywell, 
North Wales. The original plant was put to work in 1934 and 
consisted of a bench of seven chambers in three settings with a 
nominal output of 250,000 cu.ft. per diem. The extension con- 
sists of a setting of four chambers with duplicate coal hoist. 


R. J. Hunt & Son, Ltd., Works Extension. 

We are advised by R. J. Hunt & Son, Ltd., of Lifford 
Foundry, Kings Norton, Birmingham, that they have recently 
extended and fully equipped their plant for the efficient pro- 
duction of gas appliances. Their vitreous enamelling depart- 
ment has been re-organized and enlarged, while complete 
facilities have been provided to enable the firm to design and 
produce appliances specially to suit clients’ own requirements. 
A section has been laid out particularly to deal with cooker 
renovation, many thousands of which have been reconditioned 
by the firm in vitreous enamel finish. 


Sankey’s Heat Chart. 

We have received from J. H. Sankey & Son, Ltd., of Aldwych 
House, W.C. 2, a copy of their latest revised Heat Chart, which 
shows the working temperature or alternatively the melting, 
dissoc ng boiling, or freezing point of various metals, alloys, 
chemicals, flames, filaments, &c., ranging from the heat of the 
sun at 11,192° F. down to absolute zero at 463° F. The 
firm’s firebricks and fire cements are shown in the 3,632° to 
2,552° F. range, which says much for their high quality. Men 
tion of the ‘* JourNaL ’’ when writing to Messrs. Sankey will 
secure for our readers a copy of this interesting and useful 
chart free of cost. 


Conveyors for Everyone. 
Conveyors as a means to gain greater production is the theme 
of an interesting booklet published by Herbert Morris, Ltd., of 
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Loughborough. There can be few trades or industries «/ any 
size in this country—and this includes several phase: 9f the 
Gas Industry’s activities—where conveyors in some pe o1 
form cannot provide a means for speeding up and simpiifying 
the handling of goods. The illustrations in this book! prove 
that the use of conveyors is by no means limited to pa 
ticular trade or industry, for Morris engineers hay wide 
experience which takes in all kinds of trades and every \ «riety 
of conveyor or elevator. The firm’s band conveyors and 


elevators can play an important part on the gas-works, while 
their portable conveyors also serve a useful purpose. A» inter 
esting section explains how to build one’s own conveyo 


‘* Brass Pressings.”’ 


The Copper Development Association, Thames House, Mill 

bank, S.W. 1, have issued an informative publication on 

* Brass Pressings.’’ As is well known copper alloys are ex 
whee used for general presswork and other metal working 
operations chiefly because they combine in a marked manne 
overall low cost with excellent working properties, good 
mechanical strength, and resistance to corrosion and mp 
Moreover, in strip and sheet forms, copper alloys may be ob 
tained within close dimensional tolerances and also possessing 
a very good surface finish, so that they are particularly suitable 
for repetition presswork and other operations which necessitate 
careful attention to these factors. 

It is difficult to describe adequately the wide range of pro 
ducts obtained from copper alloy strip and sheet material, but 
in the photographs included in this book a number of typical 
examples are shown. These products have been manufactured 
by many different working methods, and information upon some 
of the more fundamental processes is given. A general dese rip 
tion is also given of the types and properties of copper alloys in 
strip and sheet forms. Although a wide range of these alloys 
is employed for the manufacture of various products, by far the 
most widely used materials are the brasses of copper contents 
ranging between 63% and 70% Brasses are not the cheapest 
materials available to manufacturers but they often prove the 
most economic when the all-in cost of the finished products is 
considered; this is particularly the case when the components 
are small and many fabricating processes are involved, or when 
a plated finish is required. 
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BY ORDER OF THE DIRECTORS. 


LAST DAY FOR RECEIPT OF TENDERS—23rd MARCH, 
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1937. 


PORTSMOUTH AND GOSPORT GAS COMPA\Y. 


(Incorporated by Act of Parliament 1821.) 


SALE BY TENDER OF 


£75,000 


4 per cent. Preference Stock. 


Minimum Price of Issue -_ - 


£100 for £100 of Stock. 


ABRIDGED PROSPECTUS. 


The Directors invite applications for the above Stock, 
on or before Tuesday, the twenty-third day of March, 
1937. 

The minimum amount of Stock which may be tendered 
for, or will be allotted, is £10. Above this, applications 
must be in multiples of £ 

A deposit of 10 per cent. of the nominal amount of the 
Stock applied for must accompany the Tender, and the 
balance of the Purchase Money must be paid to the Com- 
pany’s Bankers—Messrs. Lloyds Bank Limited, 115, 
Commercial Road, Portsmouth—not later than the 30th 
April, 1937, from which date the Dividend will commence 
to accrue. Dividends are paid Half-yearly, namely, on 
the 1st September and the Ist March, and purchasers will 
receive the first Dividend for the period Ist May to the 
30th June, 1937, on the Ist September, 1937. 


The Net Revenue of the Company for the 
year ended 81st December, 1936, was... 95,7388 5 9 


Interest on Debenture Stock and Tempor- 
ary Loans ... . 25,291 17 2 





Leaving available for Dividend (be- 
fore providing for Income Tax) 
The Dividend on the Preference Stock, 


including that to be issued will amount 
CO soa née sa occ és ase 6,667 10 0 


70,446 8 7 


Leaving a surplus of .. £68,778 18 7 


or approximately nine times the amount reauired to 
meet the Preference Dividend. 


The Dividends on the Stock will have priority over the 
Dividends on the 5 per cent. Maximum Stock and the 
Standard Consolidated Stock. It will rank pari passu 
with the existing 5%, Preference Stock and will carry like 
Voting Rights, namely, one vote in respect of holdings 
of Stock between £15/75 with one additional vote for 
each complete sum of £75 of Stock in excess of the first 
£75. 

The proceeds of the present issue are required for ad- 
ditional plant and appliances, and for general purposes, 
necessitated by the continuing development of the Com- 
pany’s business. 

The Company’s area of supply covers a large part of 
South Hampshire, including the City of Portsmouth (with 
Southsea, the well-known seaside resort) and the Borough 
of Gosport, a total of approximately 200 square miles. 
It includes His Majesty’s Dockvard at Portsmouth, and 
many Naval, Military and Air Force establishments, and 
has a population exceeding 350,000. 


Founded 116 years ago, the figures set out below indi- 
cate the steady growth of the Company in recent years: 


Sale of Gas Number of 


c. ft. Consumers 
1910 ae 1,274,147,000 43,954 
1920 nee 1,847 ,385,000 mee 52,364 
1930 age 2,647 ,3846,000 67,987 
1936 ...  *8,291,690,000 *93,834 


* The Gosport District Gas Company was acquired 
on Ist January, 1936. The consumers transferred 
on that date numbered 15,487, and the sale of gas 
for 1935 was 483,541,000 cubic feet. 


The Company’s Scale of Charges for Gas in the City of 
Portsmouth ranges from the low price of 7d. down to 4id. 
per Therm, according to the quantity consumed, making 
it one of the most attractive Scales in the country. 


The Accumulated Funds at 31st December, 1936, were 
as follows :— 
£ - 
81,793 3 10 
60,285 6 7 
36,582 IS 58 


Reserve Fund 
Special Purposes Fund 
Renewals Fund 


178.661 9 1 
Undivided profit (after providing for Final 
Dividends £33,513 13s. 3d. payable Ist 


March, 1937) 8 8 


52,050 
£230,712 7 9 

The Stock will be allotted to the persons tendering the 
highest price or prices, and in the event of the receipt of 
Tenders at or above the minimum price for more than 
£75,000 of Stock, the tenders at the lowest price accepted 
will, as far as practicable, be subject to a pro rata diminu- 
tion. 

A Brokerage of one-half per cent. will be paid by the 
Company on Allotments made in respect of Applications 
bearing the stamp or name of a Broker, Banker, or other 
approved Agent. 

Copies of the Prospectus and Form of Tender can be 
obtained on application to the undersigned. 


By Order of the Board of Directors. 
R. W. HEWITT, 
Secretary 


Total 





Gas Offices, 
The Square, 
Portsmouth. 
llth March, 1987. 
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1Gas Markets and Manufactures 


Stock Market Report 


(For Stock and Share Lists, see later pages) 


Most sections of the Stock Exchange were in a hesitant mood 
last week and continued dull and uninteresting. The Gilt-edged 
market was less active, though except for a few fractional falls 
prices generally were maintained. Sellers predominated in the 
home rail section and values showed further reactions. Indus- 
trials became particularly weak, while, in contrast to their 
former activity, business was small, and the downward trend 
of prices more ‘noticeable here than in any other department. 
Wide fluctuations took place in the prices of base metals which 
had the inevitable effect on share values and at one time copper 
and tin issues reacted sharply, but available supplies were 
quickly snapped up at the lower levels and prices subsequently 


closed a trifle higher. The new Account opening this week 
stretches over the Easter Holiday, and this, coupled with the 
usual rumours and uncertainties over the approaching Budget 
statement, will doubtless tend to restrain business. 


Conditions in the Gas Market were about the same as else- 
where, and the volume of business was on a reduced scale. It 
will be seen in the Stock and Share Lists that several preference 
and debenture issues lost another point or two, while Gas Light 
units: also dropped a further 6d. to 28s. 9d. Several of this Com- 
pany’s fixed interest stocks, however, began to harden, and 
Watford ordinary also rose 2 points. It will be noticed that 
Uxbridge ordinary, which had previously remained unaltered, 
has now been marked down to 1443, a drop of 20 points. At 
the Provincial Exchanges, Newcastle. stocks reacted, and Great 
Grimsby “‘A”’ and “B™ both fell 10 points. Derby consoli- 
dated, on the other hand, recovered somewhat from the previous 
week’s set- bac 

The two issues by the Southampton Gaslight and Coke Com- 
pany, particulars of which appeared in last week’s “‘ JouRNaL,”” 
should be attractive to the permanent investor. During the 
past twenty years the Company’s business has more “than 
doubled and continues to expand, and it is to meet this extra 
demand that the new capital is required. On last year’s ac- 
counts the interest on the debenture stock, including the present 
issue, was covered more than 3} times,.and after payment of the 
pre ference dividend there remained a sum of £44,079 for the 
ordinary stock holders. The last day for receipt of ‘applications 
and tende rs is the 22nd of this month. 

Another issue is that by the Eastbourne Gas Company, which 
is offering for sale by tenders £50,000 4%, redeemable prefer- 
ence stock, 1960, at a minimum of £99%, at which price the 
vield. works out at £4 Is. 5d.% 


Current Sales of Gas Products 
The London Market for Tar Products. 


Lonpon, March 15. 


There is iittle of interest to record in the Tar Products Mar- 
ket, prices continuing as follows: 

Pitch remains firm, to-day’s price being 36s. per ton f.o.b. 

Creosote, 53d. to 6d. 

Refined tar, 33d. 

Pure toluole, 2s. 4d. to 2s. 5d.; pure benzole, 1s. 7d. to 1s. 8d.; 
95/160 solvent naphtha, Is. 7d. to 1s. 8d.; and 90 / 160 pyridine, 
about 8s. 6d.; all per gallon naked at makers’ works. 


Tar Products in the Provinces. 


March 15. 
The average prices of gas-works products during the week 
were: Gas-works tar, 20s. 9d. to 25s. 9d. Pitch—East Coast, 
34s, to 35s. f.0.b. West Coast—Manchester, Liverpool, Clyde, 


4s, to 35s.* Teluole, naked. North, Is. 11d. to 2s. Coal tar 
crude naphtha, in bulk, North, 8}d. to 8$d. Solvent naphtha, 
naked, North, Is. 5d. to Is. 6d. Heavy naphtha, North, 


* All prices for pi‘ch are now quoted on the basis of f.o.b. In order to 
rive at the f.as. value at any port it will be necessary to deduct the loading 
»sts and the tolls whatever they may be. 


Is. 2d. to 1s. 3d. Creosote, ex works, in bulk, North, liquid 
and salty, 5d. to 53d.; low gravity, 43d. to 43d. Heavy oils, in 
bulk, North, 5d. to 54d. Carbolic acid 60’s, 2s. 9d. to 2s. 10d. 
Naphthalene, £18 to £20. Salts, 90s. to 95s., bags included. 
Anthracene “‘ A ”’ quality, 44d. to 43d. per minimum 40% purely 
nominal; ‘‘ B ”’ quality, unsalable. 


Tar Products in Scotland. 
Giascow, March 13. 


Market continues quite active, although the heavy products 
are a little slow in moving. 

Crude gas-works tar.—The actual value is 36s. to 37s. per ton 
ex works in bulk. 

Pitch is not too active, with quotations unchanged at 30s. to 
32s. 6d. per ton f.o.b. Glasgow for export, and 30s, per ton 
ex works in bulk for home trade. 

Refined tar.—Makers are maintezining prices at 3d. to 84d. 


* per gallon, free on rails for export, and 33d. to 4d. per gallon 


ex works in buyers’ packages for home trade. 

Creosote oil.—Quite a steady business is being arranged with 
values as follows: Specification oil, 5}d. to 53d. per gallon; low 
gravity, 54d. to 53d. per gallon; neutral oil, 5d. to 543d. per 
gallon; all ex works in bulk. 

Cresylic acid.—There is practically nothing available for early 
delivery and prices‘are nominal as under : Pale, 97/99%, 3s. 8d. 
to 3s. 10d. per gallon; dark, 97/99%, 3s. 5d. to 8s. ‘”d. per 
gallon; and pale, 99 /100%, 4s. 1d. to 4s. 4d. per gallon; all ex 
works in buyers’ packages. 

Crude naphtha is valued at 53d. to 63d. per gallon ex works 
in bulk. according to quality and district, but supplies are not 
plentiful. 

Solvent naphtha.—90/160 grade shows an improvement at 
Is. 4d. to Is. 5d. per gallon, but 90/190 heavy naphtha remains 
unchanged at 11d. to 1s. per gallon. 

Motor benzole is quietly steady at round 1s. 4d. per gallon. 

Pyridine.—With no supplies available prices are nominal at 
6s. 6d. to 7s. 6d. per gallon for 90/160 grade, and 7s. 6d. to 
8s. 6d. per gallon for 90/140 grade. 


Benzole Prices. 


These are considered to be the market prices for benzole at 
the present time: 


s. d. aa | 
Crude benzole . . . © 9 to 0 10 per gallon at works 
Motor a es ark ‘ 8 ‘ 
90% ” ca 9 igen ” ” e 
Pure ~ ae a ee * ” ” 





Contracts Advertised To-Day 


Anti-Freezing Pipe Columns for Gasholders. 
Middlesbrough Corporation. [p. 745.] 


Cast-Iron Pipes and Specials. 
Spenborough Gas Department. [p. 746.] 


Compressor (Steam Driven). 
Wallasey Gas and Water Department. [p. 746.] 


Condenser. 
East Dereham Gas Department. [p. 745.] 


Gasholder Staircases. 
Middlesbrough Corporation. [p. 745.] 


Tubular Steam Raising Plant. 
Wallasey Gas and Water Department. [p. 746.] 


Vertical Retort Installation. 


East Dereham Gas Department. [p. 74 


a 
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| MODERN METHODS TO MEET MODERN DEMANDS 


hed 














SOUTHEND-ON-SEA 





Installation of Glover-West vertical 


P ae retorts which has now begun regular 
4 0 5 West ” built Carbonizing plants erected service at the Southend-on-Sea Station 
of the Gas Light and Coke Company 
(London). A view below the retort 


P bench showi k > k 
totalling $1 O, 556 retorts and chambers aa a ae oe 


bucket conveyors. 








with a nominal daily make of 5 7 million c.tt. 


THE WEST SYSTEMS 


GLOVER-WEST VERTICAL RETORTS @ WESTVERTICAL CARBONIZING CHAMBERS 





WEST’S GAS IMPROVEMENT COMPANY, LTD. 


MANCHESTER: ALBION IRONWORKS, MILES PLATTING LONDON :. CoLumBiA House, Atpwych, W.C. 2 
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— 
OMicial Quotations on the London Stock ‘Exchange 
Dividends. Rise Transactions, 
— Stock When Quota- or Lowest and 
” or ex- Prev Last NAME. tions Fall Highest Prices 
Share Dividend. , Mar. 12. on During the 
Hf. Yr. Hf. Yr. g 
£ %p.a. %p.a. Week. Week. 
1,767,439 Stk. Sept. 7 78 8 Alliance & Dublin Ord. ... 165—170 ~6 165—168 } 
374,000 Dec. 14 4 4 ’ 4p.c.Deb. ...  96—I01 om bed 
558,890 . Feb. 15 Pe Bernet Ord. 7 pc... ... | 165—170 
300,000 | Oct. 5 1/93 1/48 Bombay, Led. . we oes | 2B se 
179,915 Stk. Mar. | 94 9} Bournemouth sliding scale ...  !95—205* 204 
| 590,407, 0 7 7 Do. 7 p.c. max. ...  163—168* 163 
493,960 6 6 Do. 6p.c. Pref. ...  133—138* ae 
50,000 Dec. 14 3 3 Do. 3p.c.Deb. ... 81—86 
262,025» . 2 4 Do. 4p.c. Deb. .. 100—105 ss 
335,000» 5 5 Do. 5p.c.Deb. ... !17—122 3 
357,900. Feb. IS 7 74 Brighton, &c.,6 p.c.Con. ...  155—160 as co 
649,955 A o 6; 6; Do. 5 p.c. Con. 140—145 ; a 
205,500 , ; 6 6 Do. 6p.c.‘B’ Pref. 130—135 3 132 
855,000, Mar. | 7 8 British Ord. .. we 150—155* a 
100,000 ,, Dec. 14 zi 7 Do. 7p.c. Pref. . 143—148 
350,000, a 54 5} Do. 54 p.c.‘B’ Cum. Pref. !10—115 
120,000 4 4 Do. 4p.c.Red.Deb.... 95—100 ; 
450,000 ., * 5 5 Do. Sp.c.Red.Deb. ...  103—108 1074 
200,000, . 3} 34 Do. 34 p.c. Red. Deb... 95—100 a 
100,000 10 22 May '33 6 4 Cape Town,Ltd.... ie 1—3 aa 
100,000 10 6Nov.°33 43 4) Do. 44 p.c. Pref. ... 14A—34 +4 
150,000 Stk. Jan. 4 4 4) Do. 4, p.c.Deb. ... 80—85 : 
626,860 » Feb. | 6 6 Cardiff Con. Ord. 120—125 2 
237,860 Dec. 14 5 5 Do 5 p.c. Red. Deb. 107—112 I 
98,936 1 Oct. 19 2/- 2/- Colombo Ord. 1g—12 - mr 
24,510 1 ‘ 145 1/48 Do. 7p.c. Pref. 23/6—25 6 e 
739,453 1 Oct. § -/I1-48 -/11-48 Colonial Gas Assn. Ltd. Ord. 176—196 18/9—19/14 
296,144 i oe 1330 1330 Do. Bp.c. Pref. 21/-—23- 24/6 
1,775,005 Stk. Feb. | 5 5 Commercial Ord. é 88—93 90—92 
620,000 ., Nov. 30 2 3 Do. 3p.c.Deb. .. 73—78 74—76 
286,344 n Feb. 15 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Deb = 115—120 = 
807,560 ., Feb. 15 7 7 Croydon sliding scale ..  147—152 “ 
644,590 ye 5 5 Do. max. div. wo | NN BNG HhI—1124 
620,385 Dec. 14 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Deb... woe | 6805020 at 
239,000 ,, Feb. | 5 5 East Hull Ord. 5 p.c.... . 100—105 
185,355 is Feb. 15 6 6 East ead Ord. 5.p.c ; 122—127 
176,211 » Dec. 14 5 5 5 p.c. Deb. 117—122 . 
250,000 I Nov. 16 6 4 Gas Gecsitidaiins Ord. 20/6—22/6 20/- 
250,000 ! * 4 4 Do. 4p.c.Red.Cum. Pref. _19/—21- eo Si 
19,255,284 Stk. Feb. | 5. 52 Gas Light & Coke 4 p.c. Ord. 23 a = 3a —-6 23/44—24/3 
2,600,000 ,, ie 3: 3} Do | p.c. max. 4 774—80 
4477106 Pa 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Con. Pref. ... 37102 974—1005 
8,602,497 a Nov. 30 3 3 Do 3 p.c. Con. Deb. ... 78—81 +2 79—8! 
3,642,770» ~ 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Red. Deb. ... 110—113 +3 HHA —113 
3,500,000 __—,, Ps 4} 44 Do. 44 p.c. Red. Deb.... 108—1 11 +3 1095—111 
700,000 - Mar. | 25/53 34 Do. 3} p.c. Red. Deb.... 96—101* . 10! 
270,466 =, Feb. 15 6 6 Harrogate New Cons. ut 122—127 . 
213,200 Si, Feb. 15 6 6 Hornsey Con. 35 p.c. a 125—130 in 125—1253 
5,600,000 _ is, Nov. 2 12 8 Imperial Continental Cap. ... 146—151 | 147—151 
223,130 _ Feb 1 3} 34 Do. 34 p.c. Red. Deb. ... 90—95 . ee 
285,242 a Mar. |! 8) 85 Lea Bridge 5 p.c. Ord. 4 165—170* 166\—170 
Lae Mar. || 8 10 Maidstone Gas 5p.c.Cap.Stk.  180—190* H 
63,480 Dec. 14 3 3 Do. 3 p.c.Prp.Db.Sk 72—77 
75,000 Nov. 30 10 110 Malta & Mediterranean ies 150—160 
Metropolitan (of yongemmed 
392, —_ Oct. | 55 54 54 p.c. Red. Deb. ... : 100—105 
231,978 Stk. Feb. 15 5 5 M.S. Utility «C* Cons. 102—107 
968,657, 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Cons. Pref. 95—100 
360,075 “ Dec. 14 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Deb. ‘ 98—103 
148,955, - 5 tS Do. 5 p.c. Deb. 115—120 
125,000 — Jan. 4 34 34 Do. 34 p.c. Rd.Rg. Bds. 97—100 id 
675,000 Stk. Nov. 16 +6 +6 Montevideo, Ltd. 80—85 80—82 
250,000, Feb. 15 74 74 North Middlesex 6 p.c. Con. 160—165 . <0 
396.160, Feb. | 5 5 Northampton 5 p.c. max. ... 102—107 -3 “om 
300,000 pe Nov. 2 17 t9 Oriental, Ltd.. 165—170 —t4 168 
416,617, Dec. 14 8 8 Plymouth & Stonehouse 5 p.c. 170—175 oe a8 
621,667 | »» Feb. 15 8+ 84 Portsmouth & Gosport Cons. 170—175 
241,446, ps 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. max... 110—115 ; 
73,350 » ee oe 5 Do. 5 p.c. Pref. le 112—117 aa 
363,470 1 Sept. 21 1/- I/- Severn Val. Ges Cor. Ld. Ord. 20/-—22 '- 20/3—21/- 
454,510 i "a ~/10s -/108 »  44p.c. Cum. Pref. 21 /—23/- oo 21/6 
133,201 Stk. Feb. 15 5 4 Shrewsbury 5 p.c. Ord. a 135—140 3 
90,000 10 June 8 134 t4 South African.. 4—5 swe a 
1,152,635 1 Sept. 7 1/22 1/22 South East’n Gas.Cn.Ld.Ord. 24-/—26/- 1/6 25/-—25/6 
845,511 1 Mar. | -/108 -/10% Do. 44 p.c. Red. Cum. Pref. 20/——22/-* a 20/6—21/6 
200,000 1 ea 4 4 Do. 4p.c.Cum. Pref. ... 19/6—21/6* sm 
450,000 Feb. 15 4 4 Do. 4p.c. Deb. .. i 100—102 
150,000 Stk - 34 34 Do. 34 p.c. Red. be. ... 99—I101 sos 
6,709,895 os Feb | 5 6 South Met. Ord. : a 107—112 * 1084—!11 
1,135,812 o ” 6 6 Do. 6 p.c. Irred. Pf. me 131—136 ! 131—135 
50,000 ,, P 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Irred. Pf. .. 96—101 98—984 
1,895,445 so Dec. 14 3 3 Do. 3 p.c. Deb. ; 73—78 75—78 
1,000,000 as Jan. 4 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Red. Deb.... 107—112 , 1og—1!!0 
1,543,795 ” Feb. |! 6 6 South Suburban Ord. 5 p.c... 122—127 | 124—125 
512,825 | . - 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Pref... 112—117 , 5 
500,000 | ,, ne 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Pref... 97—102 ine 
888,587 -_ Dec. 14 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Deb.... 11S—120 116—117 
250,000 | ,, » 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Deb.... 98—103 wis 
427,859 | | Nov. 16 1/22 92 S.WesternGas & WaterOrd. 20/—22/- we 
160,523 1 Oct. 19 -/103  -/10$ | Do. 44 p.c. Red. Cum. Pf. 20/6—22/6 21/6 
110,000 | Stk. Dec. 14 4 4 Do. 4p.c. Red. Deb. ... 98—103 os 
750,544 | » | Feb I 5 54 Southampton Ord.5p.c. ... 111—116 
148,836 ” Jan. 4 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Deb. 98—103 
350,000 | ,, Feb. 15 54 54 Swansea | p.c. Red. Pref. ... 11O—115 
106,000 | ,, Jan. 4 63 6) Do. 6% p.c. Red. Deb. ... 98—101 
94,000 | ,, | . 34 34 Do. 34 p.c. Red. Deb. ... 95—100 
1,076,490 | ,, Feb. 15 63 63 Tottenham and District Ord. 138—143 139—142} 
409,835 |. “ 5} 54 Do. 5h p.c. Pref... 125—130 125—126 
62,235 | » a 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Pref. ... 110—115 
371,850 | ,, Nov. 30 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Deb 98—103 ; 
273,939 a Feb. 15 7 7 Uxbridge, &c., 5 p.c. sen 142—147 20 a 
33,010 oo oo 5 5 5 p.c. Pref. . 110—115 110 
1,371,138 a Feb. | 7 7 oa Coussttdned ‘ 142—147 ‘ 
1,620,615 a * 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Pref oa 113—118 —2 114 
90,000 ,, 33/4 4 Do. 4p.c. Pref. ... 96—10! pal : 
1,343,964 . Dec. 14 5 5 Do. : p.c. Deb. ... 117—122 117—118 
83,745 ‘ a 4 4 Do. p.c. Deb. . 98—103 eee = 
58,342 ae Feb ! 7 7 Watford and Se co Ord. 144—149 +2 144—146 
000 | ., ° 5 5 Do. Spectre ... 110O—115 al on 
200,000 | ,, a 54 54 Do. 54 p.c. Pref. ... 125—130 oan 
00,000 | ., Dec 14 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Red. Deb. 97—102 -! 
100,000 a 34 34 Do. 34 p.c. Red.Deb 95—100 3 
a.—The quotation is per £1 of Stock. * Ex div. t Paid free of income-tax. t For year. § Actual. 
Stock and Share List continued overleaf. 
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First 
came 
“Permac” 


(the original metal-to- @ 
metal Jointing) 





‘Permac’’ Joints ina Gas Works 


a | 
Mis Pn cain » 








** Permac’’ Joints in a Gas Works. 





‘* Permac’’ Joints in a Gas Works. 


Cheap imitations are ever appear- 
ing. Do not be misled! “Permac” 
has been manufactured solely by 
Thomas & Bishop Ltd. since 1915 
Its unaltering worth is proved 
every day in Gas Works all over 
the country. 


(Permac 


i ten TO-METAL JOINTING MATERIAL 


Obtainable only from : 


THOMAS « BISHOP L™ 
37, Tabernacle St. 
LONDON, E.C. 2 
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STOCK AND SHARE LIST—cont. 
Stocks Officially Quoted on Provincial Exchanges 
Dividends. Rise | Transactions, , 
Stock! When Quota- or Lowest and 
Issue. or | ex- Prev. Last NAME. tions. Fall Highest 
Share Dividend. | Hf. Yr. Hf. Yr. Mar. 12. on During the 
£ | % p.a. | % p.a. Week. Week. 
hahin ase, A BRISTOL EXCHANGE. eh 
347,756 Stk.| Feb. | | 5 6 BathCons. ... ... «| (2t—123 +13 oa b. a 
1,667,250 = Feb. 15 5 5 Bristol, 5 p.c. max. ... “ 117—119 one cee = — 
120,420 oat Dec. 14 4 4 Do. Ist 4 p.c. Deb. pes 102—104 pee in - ——-— —aaeee 
217,870 ° 4 4 Do. 2nd4p.c.Deb. |... | 1014—1034 ie = pattie ta = 
328,790 ,, at 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Deb. ... ont 122—125 os son 
274,000 o Mar. | 5 5 Newport (Mon.) 5 p.c.max. 108—112* 
13,200 12 Sept. 7 8° 7 Pontyp’! Gas & W. eis c.tA° 134—143 
13,600 10 - 6 a Do. 7p. c.*B’  124—123 
40,000 10 ns 6 5 0. 7p.c.tC’ | 124—123 
140,778 Stk. Feb. | 5 5 Weston-super-Mare Cons. ... 112—113 os sae 
64,338 i Dec. 14 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Deb. 98—101 eee so 
33,340 ” ‘ 74 74 Do. 74 p.c. Deb. 160—163 ooo eos sé 
LIVERPOOL EXCHANGE. Mo ern 
oso Stk. - 1 5 64 Chester 5S p.c. ons. we ine wee oa ine . s ” 
x a ec. 14 4) 4 Do. 4p.c. Pref. ... one 98— ose one 
36,430, J 3 34 Do. 3hpc.Deb.... ... 90-95 * a Gas Fittin 
41,890 o - 4 4 Do. 4p.c. Red. Deb. ... 99—103 we was 
a ~ = 1S 6 6 Liverpool 5 p.c. Ord. aoe 2 +a 4 pwn one 

45, %e ec. 14 5 5 Do. , p.c. Red. Pref. ... _ ae nti 

306,083 ,, Jan. 4 4 4 Do. p.c. Deb. | ees a a PART VII. 

106,280 ~ Feb. | 10 10 Preston ‘ rN. Pi0 p.c. ee wie 210—220 ose ‘de 

188,219 ~ 7 7 oe *O°F ae pas 1SO0—160 ooo oni 

NEWCASTLE EXCHANGE, of 

122,577 Stk Feb. |! 8 8 Blyth 5 p.c. Ord. - | 166—168 eee eee — 

732,000 ,, | Feb. 15 5 5 Hartlepool G. & W.Cn.& New, 125—127 tas aa Gas Fitting Pamphlets 
2 royes a Feb. | 5 53 — & Gunend Con. | “ae =i ; 

J eo ee 4 Fy fe) 4 p.c. Pref. — -7i ° 
776,706 ., | Jan. 4 34 33. | Do 34 p.c. Deb. 95—100 -24 Another of the Popular Series 
277,285 4 Nov. 2 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Deb. "43. 108—109 ose ine ° re 
209820 "Aug. 10s BB | 8} South Shields Con. ... | 172174 wei ue of reprints, in booklet form, of the 
332,351 ° Feb. | 6 6 ‘Sunderland 6 p.c. max. ‘aa 139—I141 nee oes | “Mod Gas Fittine.” 

NOTTINGHAM EXCHANGE. articies on ern Gas Fitting, 
542,270 Stk. Mar. | 7 9 DerbyCon. .. .. .. | 160-180" +4 “J contributed monthly to the 
— al oat e : Be . on p.c. on. a ste 100—105 pon ‘sie : 

s * e ong Eaton ‘A’ Ord. on én one one ‘“ 7 
50,000 »» ” 4 10 Do. *B’ Ord. ee ose one wee GAS SALESMAN 
20,000 10 Dec. 14 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Pref. ons 10—12 Ss 
80,000 Stk. » 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Deb. os 105—110 “ nied 

é SHEFFIELD EXCHANGE. by 
10,000 Stk. Aug. 10 10 10 om Grimsby * S. Ord. ... 21€—220 -10 fen 
6.500 ,, < 10 10 *Ord. 2. 210-220 —10 | ee R. N. LeFevre, M.Inst.Gas E. 
case | | vatis| 6 | 6 sabe Id C € — -| ae wa ee 
1,806, ” eb. 4 effield Cons. is bes laa 7 _ 
5000 | eo. 4 4 4 Do. 4p.c. Deb... _-. 2a Soe Officer-in-Charge of Training, The Gas Light 
@ The quotation is per £1 of Stock. = a ae Assistant ae _ 
epartment o s Engineering and Supply, 
Supplementary List of Stocks and Shares not Officially Quoted Westasineter Tesbuiles! Inatitute. 
sccipiiialianala Nairconpirncbaneaeiell Ae ian + 2a RS 
202,152 Stk./ Nov. 2 5 25/-a Ascot Ord. ... one oce 105—110 
128,182 » | Jan. 4 | 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Pref. | HONS ae 5 
312,083 1 Nov. 16 5 5 Assd. Gas and Water Ord... 19/6—21/6 oak as 
326,071 1] ” | 4% 43 Do. 44 p.c. Cum. Pref. 19/6—21/6 coe 20/9 
150,000 Stk.| Sept. 21 ose 34 | Do. 34 p.c. Red. Deb. ... 97—100 ose 98—991 
17,000 o | Few 0 : : — —— a me soe i ove an 
62,210 | ,, ” io. New  —_ l oe eo ° 
87,160 ,, = 7 7 Do. New7p.c.max. ...| 140—145 ead pa POST FREE PRICES: 
fa Feb. | ° 8 ~~ | & Town 10 p.c.max. er ea me 
125, * ” fe) p.c. max. ... — ose oe ° : ° ’ 
9025” my 5 5 ‘ Do. 4 Pemex. cS 102—107 - 6 Single Copies, 6d.; 5/6 a dozen 
65, o ar 5 4 astbourne ‘ p.c. ose 60— ood ae sg: 
198, a iS 6 7 Do. *B’3hp.c.... ..| 130—135* aa 130 Quantities of 100 for 35/-, plus 
112,312) ,, 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Pref. ... on 11O—115* pas sa 
130,000 - Dec. 14 5 5 Do. 5p.c. Deb. .. 115—120 -3 115 carriage 
24,000 30 Feb. | 8) 84 (Great Yarmouth 83 a ‘c. max. 50—55 seo ons 
59,400 30 73 73 Do. % p.c. max. 41—45 
51,160 Stk. Dec. 14 54 54 Do. .c. Deb. . eco 122—127 
152,600 pa Feb. 15 : : Guildtord oy t . ne _ it J oe am 
54,055 ” ” fe) p.c. Pri aes one 112— ous vie 
68,250 ua Dec. 14 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Deb. ... ees 115S—120 mee ms 3 
156,600 0 Feb. 15 7} 7 Hampton Court ee 165—170 _ xe WALTER KING, LTD., 
107, ict. 5 i ent Or eee ,—104 eee eA 

1940 Stk. Feb. 15 10 10 [Oxford & District Ord. ... | 210—220 me — 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, 
47,11 ® @ 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Pref. ... oce 1WO—Ii5 |... <i Soul C.4 
50; °° ° 6 6 Do. 6p.c. Red. Pref. ...| 112—117 | ... ea ondon, E.C. 

126,193 pa Nov. 16 7 74 Peterborough Ord. ... ana 162—172 dasa 

. ss Sept. 7 He He poten — = ina 130—140 ‘ a 
66,850 a Feb. 15 R d d. es ees 157—167 eee ae 

' 1000 = ee 4 4 ‘Do. 4 —— Pref. Fg 77-100 a cA Parts | to Vi have been re 
44. a ept 1. p.c. Deb. ... on 1 ‘0 ooo pod 
10.950 ,, | Mar. | 8 8 |RydeOrd. ... ... «| 160—165*% |... ee printed, and can also be supplied. 
136,191 in Feb. 15 5 7  |Scarborough Ord. aa 123—133 | ... 
27,825 ia Feb. | 8 8 Shanklin & Ventnor Cons. ane. 165—175 ose 
270,086 Sept. 2! 7 7 Slough Ord. ... ove 140—150 ° 
21,000 at Dec. 14 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Deb.. es 113—118 

872 1 Nov. 2 54 53 |S. Midland Gas Cen Ltd. Ord. 19/——22/- eee 
28,866 1 Sept. 7 4h 4) Do. 44 p.c.Red.Cum.Pref.| 19/——22/- a 

137,730 Stk. Feb. 15S 7 7 Southgate & Avy 7 p.c. max, 145—150 we pe 
62/5 A 5 5 Do. 5p.c. Pref. ... HO—115 a i = 
117,228 ue Feb. 15 6 5 Swindon Cons. _ jan 108—113 a bi . 

60,425 ped Dec. 14 5 5 Do. 5p.c. Deb. ... 113—118 ie BH eee ————_ 
64,380 ra Dec. 14 5 5 Torquay and Paigncon 5 p.c. Pf. 115—120 eal i 
750,000 I Oct. 5 (5°52d.a 4 Utd. Kingdom Gas Cpn. Ord. 20/——22/- ae 21/9 
936,338 1 Nov. 16 43 4) Do. 4 p.c. Ist Cum. Pref. 20/——22/- « =| 20/6—21/3 
674,084 i; Oc. § 4) 4} Do. 4) p.c. 2nd Non- 

Cum. Pref... ... | 20/—22/- ss 19/6 
600,000 Stk. Sept. 2! 34 34 Do. 34 p.c. Red. Deb. 99—102 one pe 
130,000 ,, Feb. 15 5 8 (Wakefield Ord. ...  ... | 137—142 A 
81,650 ,, 0 5 5 Do. 5 Ps ee «- | 103—108 vias | ar 
82, = Feb. | 6 6 Weymouth Ord. __..... | 103—108 =2 | i> 
98,384, Feb. | 6 6 |Wolverhampton 6 p.c. Pref... 125—130 wnt te 
160,000 ;, | Dec. 14 53 54 Do. 53 p.c. Rd. Be) 10-115 ae 4 © 
370,000; >, | Feb. iS 4 6 York Cons. ... wo | 105—110 ‘x rs 
90,000 _—=n Dec. 14 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Red. ee 105—110 - 
133,640, ,, Mar. | 6} 64 (Yorktown coms -)§ Sp.c ons.| 130—135* - 
120,000 ,, * 5 5 Do. 5p oe | TIO—115* eee #2 
35,000 ,, Dec. 14 53 54 Do. 5a as he «| 125—130 ooo ak 
| | | 














* Actual. 
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Fitted with the OUTSTAND- 
ING GAS FIRE BURNER 
OF THE AGE — 
Unsurpassed for Efficiency 
and PERFECTLY SILENT 


The Switch Control is situ- 
ated in a convenient position 
for easy manipulation—the 
ideal Fire for every Consumer 


AUTOMATIC 
LIGHTING 





e ‘BOUDOIR’ 
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W. PARKINSON & CO, LONDON BIRMINGHAM & BELFAST. - 


INCORPORATED IN PARKINSON & COWAN (GAS METERS) LTD, 











